BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Verified Application
)

and Petition of Laclede Gas Company   
)
Case No. GO-2005-0119

to Change its Infrastructure System  
)
Tariff No. YG-2005-0335

Replacement Surcharge
)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE 

A PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) and files this Motion for Extension of Time to File a Proposed Procedural Schedule in this case, and in support thereof, states as follows:

1. On December 1, 2004, the Commission issued an Order Setting Prehearing Conference.  The Order set a prehearing conference on December 9, 2004, and directed the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule by Decemebr 16, 2004.

2.   In the Order, the Commission urged the parties to use the prehearing conference as an opportunity to pursue settlement discussions.  The parties attending the December 9 prehearing conference did engage in settlement discussions at, and after, the prehearing conference.  Such parties have now reached an agreement in principle that would resolve the case in its entirety.  However, the parties require a few more days to finalize details of their settlement. 

3. If a final settlement agreement is reached, the parties intend to present such agreement to the Commission for its consideration in lieu of a proposed procedural schedule.  Therefore, Laclede requests that the Commission grant an extension of five days, until December 21, 2004, for the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule.  Laclede represents that, by December 21, 2004, the parties will file either a proposed procedural schedule or a stipulation and agreement.  Laclede has spoken to Counsel for the active parties to this case, and such counsel agree with and approve the representations made herein by Laclede.

WHEREFORE, Laclede Gas Company respectfully requests that the Commission issue an order requiring that, by Decmber 21, 2004, the parties file either a settlement agreement or a proposed procedural schedule.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Michael C.Pendergast______

Michael C. Pendergast

Missouri Bar No. 31763

Laclede Gas Company

720 Olive Street

Room 1520

St. Louis, MO 63101

(314) 342-0532

(314) 421-1979 (Fax)

mpendergast@lacledegas.com




ATTORNEY FOR

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail to all counsel of record this 16th day of December, 2004.


Rick Zucker_________________________
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