BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Aquila, inc., d/b/a Aquila
)

Networks – L&P and Aquila Networks – MPS,
)
Case No. ER-2004-0034

to Implement a General Rate Increase in
)

Electricity.
)

In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc.,
)

d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P, to Implement
)
Case No. HR-2004-0024
a General Rate Increase in Steam Rates.
)
Tariff File No. JH-2004-0062

ORDER CONSOLIDATING CASES

On July 7, 2003, Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P and Aquila Networks ‑ MPS, submitted to the Commission proposed tariff sheets intended to implement a general rate increase for electric service.  Also on July 7, 2003, Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P, submitted to the Commission proposed tariff sheets intended to implement a general rate increase for steam heat service.  The Commission issued a Suspension Order and Notice in both cases on July 22, 2003.  The orders set out the same procedural time line for both cases. 
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.110(3) states that “when pending actions involve related questions of law or fact, the commission may order a joint hearing of any or all the matters at issue.”  Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P has proposed a rate increase for its steam heat service.  Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P and d/b/a Aquila Networks MPS has, in a separate matter, proposed rate increases for electric service.  Although these matters involve proposed rate increases for different utility services, the parties are the same and many of the facts relevant to one proposed rate increase are relevant to the other.  Both proposed rate increases were filed on July 3, 2003 and will follow the same time line to conclusion.  Furthermore, both cases involve many of the same witnesses.  Additionally, the proposed rate increases are governed by the same body of law.

Because both of these cases involve related questions of both law and fact, the Commission will consolidate the cases.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That case numbers ER-2004-0034 and HR-2003-0024 shall be consolidated, with ER-2004-0034 being the lead case.

2. That this order shall become effective on August 3, 2003.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 24th day of July, 2003.
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