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	Should the Parties compensate each other for SS7 quad links for IXC calls at access rates or on a bill and keep basis?
	2.1.1
In the event that LEVEL 3 chooses to act as its own SS7 service provider, the parties will effectuate a Bill and Keep arrangement and shall share the cost of the SS7 quad links in each LATA between their STPs; provided, however, that said Bill and Keep arrangement and use of SS7 quad links apply only to LEVEL 3 CLEC calls and not to calls that are subject to traditional access compensation as found between a long distance carrier and a local exchange carrier, including LEVEL 3 acting as a long distance carrier  The parties agree that Level 3 may act as its own SS7 provider or contract with third parties to provide that function. In  that event, the parties agree to establish one set of SS7 quad links   per LATA. The parties agree to share the cost of the SS7 quad  links between their respective networks (e.g. between the Signal Transfer Points.) Each party will bear the cost of all SS7 quad  links on its side of the Point of Interconnection.

	The Agreement should clarify that such IXC traffic exchanged via SS7 quad links are subject to access charges.  This particular type of IXC traffic is subject to traditional access compensation.  The Bill and Keep billing provisions should apply only in the case of traffic where one party acts as an IXC and the other as a LEC.
	Level 3’s proposed language is vague, unduly complex, and almost certain to breed disputes rather than resolve them.
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