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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
In the Matter of Union Electric Company 
d/b/a Ameren  Missouri’s Tariff to Increase 
Its Revenues for Electric Service 

   
)    
)     
)           

Case No. ER-2014-0258 

 

MOTION TO EXPEDITE CONSIDERATION OF  
JOINTLY PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

 
COMES NOW the Office of Public Counsel, the Missouri Retailers Association, the 

Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers and Consumers Council of Missouri, (the “Consumer 

Parties”), and pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(14) request that the Commission provide expedited 

treatment of their Motion to Adopt Jointly Proposed Procedural Schedule.  In support of their 

motion, the Consumer Parties state as follows:   

1. As the Commission and all the parties are aware, an issue concerning rate design 

in the above-captioned case is what rate structure should be set for industrial aluminum smelter 

customers (“Customer”) of Union Electric Co. d/b/a Ameren Missouri (“Ameren”).1 

2.  To provide the Commission with a proposed answer to that issue, on October 10, 

2014, the Consumer Parties filed a Nonunanimous Stipulation and Agreement (“Stipulation”) 

agreeing to a rate structure for a Customer when such Customer demonstrates compliance with 

certain terms and conditions.  See Nonunanimous Stipulation and Agreement, Case No. ER-

2014-0258, Doc. No. 70 (Oct. 10, 2014) (“Stipulation”).   

                                                 
1 Upon information and belief, there is only one industrial aluminum smelter customer in 
Ameren’s service territory, or in the state of Missouri.  It is operated  at New Madrid by Noranda 
Aluminum, Inc. (“Noranda”). 
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3. The Commission received timely objections to the Stipulation which, thereby, 

rendered the document a mere reflection of the positions of the Consumer Parties as to that issue.  

4 CSR 240-2.115(2)(D). 

4. For purposes of the instant motion, of particular import within the Stipulation is 

paragraph (k)(a), which seeks Commission implementation of the Stipulation’s proposed rate 

structure by December 31, 2014.  Stipulation at pp. 3-4. 

5. On October 15, 2014, the Consumer Parties proposed that the Commission adopt 

a procedural schedule (“Proposed Schedule”) which would permit the Commission to consider 

the issue presented, and do so consistent with the proposed December 31, 2014 effective date.  

See Motion to Adopt Jointly Proposed Procedural Schedule, Case No. ER-2014-0258, Doc. No. 

78 (Oct. 15, 2014). 

6. It is vitally important that the Commission consider the issue presented by the 

Stipulation and set a new rate structure effective on or before December 31, 2014.  First, 

consistent with its representations in Case No. EC-2014-0224, Noranda has begun laying off 

125-200 employees, and has suspended certain capital investments in its New Madrid smelter.  

See “Noranda announces lay-offs and scale backs in New Madrid,” Daily Dunklin Democrat, 

http://www.dddnews.com/story/2115058.html, Sep. 3, 2014 (last accessed Oct. 19, 2014).  Upon 

information and belief of the Consumer Parties, these lay-offs will foment operational changes at 

the New Madrid smelter which will make it nearly impossible as a practical matter to return the 

laid off employees to work at a later date.  A decision by the Commission effective on or before 

December 31, 2014, is essential to the preservation of these jobs.  Accordingly, the Proposed 

Schedule reflects the Consumer Parties’ eagerness to do what is necessary and consistent with 

due process to expedite a full and fair consideration of this issue, preserve up to 200 jobs and 
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protect the impacted families.  The Consumer Parties hope all can agree that if we can save these 

jobs we should try, even if it means moving with inconvenient speed.2 

Second, the Consumer Parties entered into the Stipulation in an effort to prevent material 

rate increases to other Ameren customers and irreparable harm to the Missouri economy.  The 

December 31, 2014, date has import because the Consumer Parties are deeply concerned about 

the future of the New Madrid smelter with a reduced operating capacity.  As such, once the 

reduction in headcount becomes irrevocable, the equities giving rise to the Stipulation change 

and the benefits of the agreement to all parties could be lost.  A decision after December 31, 

2014, needlessly risks material harm not only to Noranda and its workers, but to the other 

Consumer Parties as well.                  

7. The Consumer Parties request expedited approval of the Proposed Schedule by 

October 22, 2014, which would allow the Commission to consider the matter before the 

proposed direct testimony deadline of October 24, 2014. 

8. Granting expedited treatment would have the benefit of allowing the Proposed 

Schedule to be considered at the October 22, 2014, agenda meeting, and would give the parties 

needed direction whether the Commission intends to consider the issue consistent with a 

proposed December 31, 2014 effective date for a new rate structure.   

9.   The motion is filed promptly after the filing of objections to the Stipulation by 

several parties, and so, this motion is being filed as soon as it could have been. 

                                                 
2 To be sure, ancillary proceedings – if this is one – have been held within rate cases in the past.  
Moreover, Ameren Missouri has filed a class cost of service study, and so, there is a study 
available to the parties for use in any necessary proceeding.  Ameren does not propose to 
eliminate any of the class discrepancies shown in its study.  
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 WHEREFORE, the Consumer Parties respectfully request that the Commission 

issue an order by October 22, 2014, granting the procedural schedule proposed herein.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

By:  /s/ Dustin Allison         
Dustin Allison, #54013 
PO Box 2230 
Jefferson City MO 65102 
(573) 751-4857 
(573) 751-5562 
E-mail: dustin.allison@ded.mo.gov 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL 
 
 
BLITZ, BARDGETT & DEUTSCH 
 
By: /s/ Tim Schwarz    

Thomas Schwarz #29645 
BLITZ, BARDGETT & DEUTSCH 
308 East High Street, Ste 301 
Jefferson City MO 65101 
Telephone: (573) 634-2500 
Facsimile: (573) 634-3358 
Email:  tschwarz@blitzbardgett.com 

 
ATTORNEY FOR THE MISSOURI 
RETAILERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
BRYAN CAVE LLP 
 
By: /s/ Diana Vuylsteke  

Diana Vuylsteke #42419 
BRYAN CAVE LLP 
211 North Broadway 
Suite 3600 
St. Louis Missouri  63102  
(314) 259-2543 
Facsimile:  (314) 259-2020 
E-mail:  dmvuylsteke@bryancave.com 
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ATTORNEY FOR THE MISSOURI 
INDUSTRIAL ENERGY CONSUMERS 
 
 
By: /s/ John Coffman  

John B. Coffman #36591  
JOHN B. COFFMAN LLC  
871 Tuxedo Blvd  
St. Louis, MO  63119  
(573) 424-6779  
E-mail:  john@johncoffman.net 

 
ATTORNEY FOR CONSUMERS 
COUNCIL OF MISSOURI  
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been emailed on this 20th day of October, 
2014 to all parties on the Commission’s service list in this case. 
 

Office  of  the Public  Counsel   
Dustin Allison  
200 Madison Street, Suite 650  
P.O. Box 2230  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
opcservice@ded.mo.gov 

Miss ouri  Public  Service  
Commission   
Kevin Thompson  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Kevin.Thompson@psc.mo.gov 

Missouri  Public  Service  
Commission   
Office General Counsel  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.go
v 

   

Missouri  Retailers  Association   
Stephanie S Bell  
308 East High Street, Suite 301  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
sbell@blitzbardgett.com 

Missouri  Retailers  Association   
Thomas R Schwarz  
308 E High Street, Ste. 301  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
tschwarz@blitzbardgett.com 

Natural  Resources  Defense  
Council   
Henry B Robertson  
319 N. Fourth St., Suite 800  
St. Louis, MO 63102 
hrobertson@greatriverslaw.org 

   

Renew Missouri   
Andrew J Linhares  
910 E Broadway, Ste 205  
Columbia, MO 65201 
Andrew@renewmo.org 

Sierra  Club   
Sunil Bector  
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor  
San Francisco, CA 94105-3441 
sunil.bector@sierraclub.org 

Sierra  Club   
Thomas Cmar  
5042 N. Leavitt St., Ste. 1  
Chicago, IL 60625 
tcmar@earthjustice.org 

   

Sierra  Club   
Henry B Robertson  
319 N. Fourth St., Suite 800  
St. Louis, MO 63102 
hrobertson@greatriverslaw.org 

Union  Electric  Company   
Russ Mitten  
312 E. Capitol Ave  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
rmitten@brydonlaw.com 

Union  Electric  Company   
James B Lowery  
111 South Ninth St., Suite 200  
P.O. Box 918  
Columbia, MO 65205-0918 
lowery@smithlewis.com 
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Union  Electric  Company   
Matthew R Tomc  
1901 Chouteau  
St. Louis, MO 63166 
AmerenMOService@ameren.co
m 

Union  Electric  Company   
Wendy Tatro  
1901 Chouteau Avenue  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6149 
AmerenMOService@ameren.com 

City  of  Ballwin,  Missouri   
Carl J Lumley  
130 S. Bemiston, Ste 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
clumley@lawfirmemail.com 

   

City  of  Ballwin,  Missouri   
Leland B Curtis  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
lcurtis@lawfirmemail.com 

City  of  Ballwin,  Missouri   
Robert Jones  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
Clayton, MO 63105 
rejones@lawfirmemail.com 

City  of  Ballwin,  Missouri   
Edward J Sluys  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
esluys@lawfirmemail.com 

   

City  of  O'Fallon,  Missouri   
Carl J Lumley  
130 S. Bemiston, Ste 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
clumley@lawfirmemail.com 

City  of  O'Fallon,  Missouri   
Leland B Curtis  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
lcurtis@lawfirmemail.com 

City  of  O'Fallon,  Missouri   
Robert Jones  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
Clayton, MO 63105 
rejones@lawfirmemail.com 

   

City  of  O'Fallon,  Missouri   
Edward J Sluys  
130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
esluys@lawfirmemail.com 

Consumers  Council  of  Missouri   
John B Coffman  
871 Tuxedo Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63119-2044 
john@johncoffman.net 

IBEW Local  Union  1439  
Sherrie Hall  
7730 Carondelet Ave., Ste 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
sahall@hammondshinners.com 

   

IBEW Local  Union  1439  
Emily Perez  
7730 Carondelet Ave., Suite 200  
St. Louis, MO 63105 
eperez@hammondshinners.com 

Midwest  Energy  Consumers  Group  
David Woodsmall  
807 Winston Court  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
david.woodsmall@woodsmalllaw.co
m 

Missouri  Division  of  Energy   
Jeremy D Knee  
301 West High Street  
P.O. Box 1157  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
jeremy.knee@ded.mo.gov 

   

Missouri  Industrial  Energy  
Consumers (MIEC)   
Edward F Downey  
221 Bolivar Street, Suite 101  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
efdowney@bryancave.com 

Missouri  Industrial  Energy  
Consumers (MIEC)   
Diana M Vuylsteke  
211 N. Broadway, Suite 3600  
St. Louis, MO 63102 
dmvuylsteke@bryancave.com 

 

/s/ Dustin Allison     


