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PROPOSED LIST OF ISSUES, LIST OF WITNESSES 

AND ORDER OF CROSS-EXAMINATION


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and on behalf of the parties to this proceeding, respectfully states as follows:

1.  
On March 8, 2002, The Empire District Electric Company (“Empire” or “Company”) filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) tariff sheets designed to increase its rates for electric service to the Company’s customers in Missouri.

2.
On March 12, 2002, Praxair, Inc. (“Praxair”) filed an application for intervention, and the Commission granted the request on March 15, 2002.  No other party has filed a request for intervention.

3.
On March 22, 2002, the parties to this case filed their Joint Recommendation Regarding Test Year And Proposed Procedural Schedule.  In its Suspension Order And Notice, issued on April 2, 2002, the Commission, among other things, adopted the parties’ proposed procedural schedule.  The order requires the parties to develop and agree on a list of issues to be determined by the Commission in this case, as well as a list of witnesses and an order of cross-examination.  Also to be included is an identification of the relevant pages in the testimony of the witnesses expected to testify.  The information was to be filed by Staff no later than October 1, 2002.  

4.  
Pursuant to the ordered procedural schedule, the parties have assembled the following list of issues, list of witnesses (including the relevant pages of their pre-filed testimony), and the order of cross-examination.  The listing of issues below is not to be considered as an agreement by any party that any particular listed issue is, in fact, a valid or relevant issue.  Indeed, in the subsequent filing of position statements, some parties may state that they consider a particular listed issue to not be a valid issue.  This “non-binding” listing of issues is not to be construed as impairing any party’s ability to argue about any of these issues or related matters, or to restrict the scope of its response to arguments made by other parties.
LIST OF ISSUES

The parties have agreed upon the following list of contested issues:

1.  Capital Structure/Rate of Return 

(a)  What capital structure is appropriate for Empire?

(b)  What return on common equity is appropriate for Empire?

2.  Fuel and Purchased Power


(a) What is the appropriate price of natural gas?

(b) What is the appropriate availability of purchased power and its annual average cost per MWH?    
3.  Interim Energy Charge



(a) Should the Interim Energy Charge be continued?  If so, at what levels?  

(b) Should a new Interim Energy Charge be implemented?  If so, at what level(s)?  How should it be structured?

(c) If the existing IEC is terminated and no new IEC is adopted in this case, then when should refunds related to the past IEC be returned to consumers pursuant to the IEC?

4.  Energy Trader Commissions

How much, if any, of the commissions paid to Empire’s energy traders should be included in cost of service? 

5.  Class Cost of Service/Rate Design

(a)  What should be the appropriate method of class cost of service allocation in this case?

(b)  What is the appropriate allocation of any increase in revenues to customer classes?

(c)  What are the appropriate adjustments to rates for the various customer classes?

(d)  Should the rate differential between winter tail block and summer tail block for residential customers be reduced on a revenue-neutral basis? If so, how? 

(e)  Should Empire be permitted to institute an experimental low-income rider?

(f)  If an IEC is adopted in this case, what is the appropriate rate design treatment for this charge? 
CALENDAR OF ISSUES; ORDER OF WITNESSES (RELEVANT TESTIMONY CITES)
Monday, October 28, 2002

   8:30 a.m.
Entries of Appearance and Marking of Exhibits

   10:00 a.m.
Opening Statements

   11:00 a.m.    Capital Structure/Rate of Return

Witnesses:
Empire:  Gipson (Direct: pp. 6-7; Rebuttal: pp. 2-5); Gibson (Direct: pp. 2-15; Rebuttal: pp. 1-7); Murry (Direct: pp. 6-35; Rebuttal: pp. 1-11)



Staff:  Murray (Direct and Rebuttal: All)





Public Counsel:  Burdette (Direct and Rebuttal: All)
Tuesday, October 29, 2002     

   8:30 a.m.   Fuel and Purchased Power/Interim Energy Charge 
tc "Test Year Depreciation Expense " \l 4 


Witnesses
:
Empire: Beecher (Supp. Direct: pp.3-6, 9; Rebuttal: pp. 7-11); Tietjen (Rebuttal: all) 

Staff: Elliott (Direct and Rebuttal: All), Vesely (Direct: pp. 1-16), Featherstone (Direct: pp. 6-17) 



Public Counsel: Busch (Direct: All) 



Praxair: Brubaker (8/16 Direct: All)

Wednesday, October 30, 2002

   8:30 a.m.
Class Cost of Service/Rate Design
Witnesses:
Empire:  Walters (Supp. Direct: pp. 17-29; Rebuttal: pp. 4-5)

Staff:  Watkins (Direct and Rebuttal: All); Pyatte (8/30 Direct and    Rebuttal: All) 


Public Counsel:  Hu (Direct and Rebuttal: All)



Praxair:  Brubaker (8/30 Direct and Rebuttal: All)

Thursday, October 31, 2002

   8:30 a.m.  
Energy Trader Commissions  



Witnesses:
Empire: Walters (Rebuttal: pp.3-4) 





Public Counsel: Bolin (Rebuttal: All)

   Friday, November 1, 2002 (potential carry-over issues)

Order Of Cross-Examination (except for Class Cost of Service/Rate Design):


For Empire witnesses, cross will be by Praxair, Public Counsel, then Staff.


For Staff witnesses, cross will be by Praxair, Public Counsel, then Empire


For Public Counsel witnesses, cross will be by Staff, Praxair, then Empire


For Praxair witnesses, cross will be by Empire, Public Counsel, then Staff

Order of Cross-Examination (Class Cost of Service/Rate Design):

For Empire witnesses, cross will be by Staff, Praxair, then Public Counsel


For Staff witnesses, cross will be by Public Counsel, Empire, then Praxair


For Public Counsel witnesses, cross will be by Staff, Empire, then Praxair


For Praxair witnesses, cross will be by Empire, Public Counsel, then Staff

Respectfully submitted,

.
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Certificate of Service
I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or e-mailed to all counsel of record this 1st day of October 2002.

/s/ Dennis L. Frey___________________

� Due to problems with availability, accommodation will be made, if necessary, to ensure that Company witness Tietjen testifies on 10/29/2002.
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