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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 1:00 p.m:

JUDGE HATCHER: Let's conme to order and go on
the record. Today is Septenber 9, 2022. The Comm ssion
has set this time aside for an on-the-record
presentation in the general rate cases of Evergy
M ssouri Metro and Evergy M ssouri West respectively
file nunbers ending in 0129 and 0130.

| would Iike to note for the record that we
were joined earlier by all five Conm ssioners and we
currently have Chairman Ryan Silvey and Conm ssi oner
Scott Rupp on with us and | am expecting our other
Comm ssioners to join us shortly.

| do not have a schedule for this
presentation. So we'll just follow the order of opening
statements as we have been, and | wll offer that to the
conpany first. M. Fischer, you have the floor.

MR, FISCHER: Thank you, Judge. |'mso
pl eased to announce that we are doing this on-the-record
to talk about four different docunents that are
stipulations and agreenents anong the parties addressing
a wde variety of issues. You asked about how to handle
this. You suggested tal king about areas we conprom sed
in. | have to say there are so many conprom ses in
t hese documents, and | personally want to thank all the

parties for hanging with us for all those late nights
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where we hammered through these 45 issues or whatever

they were that we started with to get down to a nuch
mor e manageabl e nunber. People tal k about state
workers. W had state workers that worked | ong and hard
to get us here. So | appreciate that.

Anyway, | can go over the docunents any way
you' d like. The first docunent is about the revenue
requi rement issues. O course the top line issue for us
I's the agreenents on the revenue requirenent of 25
mllion and 42.5 is the starting point for the
addi tional adjustments that are being tal ked about in
the rate case itself in the hearings.

You nentioned hedging. On page 5, there is a
hedgi ng provision, hedging activity costs engaged w ||
be deferred into the conpany's regul atory asset
liability account for future treatment determ nation
|'d be glad to answer other questions about that if
you' d |iKke.

But perhaps one of the areas that the
Comm ssioners might be interested in is the program
stip. It has a number of existing prograns that are
bei ng i nproved and sonme brand new prograns that we're
going to be instituting, sone of themat the request of
the Public Counsel like the critical needs and the

rehousing program W' re also going to be having a new
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| ow-i ncone sol ar subscription pilot which is addressed

on page 3 of the second stipulation. There's the
residential battery energy storage pilot program which
we' re looking forward to. And then on page 5 at the
bottomwe start talking about nonresidential electric
vehi cl es and sonme of the progranms that we're bringing
forward there.

The business EV charging service is addressed
on page 6 of that. | believe that was one that we
tal ked about and got kicked forward to the rate case
fromthe transportation electrification docket that we
had. And then there's a separate proposal on class
revenue shifts. That was largely adopted anong the
parties, the customer representatives, and the shifts
are actual ly discussed on page 2 of that one.

The fourth stipulation is just one of the
standard stipulations that nost conpanies do regarding
pensions and OPEBs to get to a starting point for the
accounting purposes. Wth that, |I'm happy to answer
your questions. I'msure all the parties in this room
woul d be nore than happy to give their perspectives.

So unless you'd like for ne to summari ze
something else, |'d be glad to take those questions.

JUDGE HATCHER  That sounds excellent, M.

Fischer. Let's go ahead and get to Conm ssioner
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questions. Are there any Conm ssioner questions for the

conpany in their opening statenent?

CHAI RVAN SI LVEY: No questions at this tine,
Judge.

JUDGE HATCHER  Thank you, Chairman. And |
al so want to recogni ze for the record that Conm ssioner
Mai da Col eman has again joined us for today. The bench
does have a question about the hedging.

MR FI SCHER  Ckay.

JUDGE HATCHER: How are hedgi ng | osses
consi dered under the stipulation? Are they considered
costs separately or not at all?

MR, FI SCHER: Paragraph 3 there on page 5 it
says the hedging activity costs and gains will be
deferred into the conpany's regulatory asset liability
account for future rate treatnent determnations. So
we're basically deferring those. They used to go
t hrough the fuel adjustnent clause. Now we're going to
have themthrough a regulatory asset liability account.

JUDGE HATCHER It woul d be considered as part
of the entirety in the deferred account?

MR FISCHER: That's correct.

JUDGE HATCHER:  Thank you. | want to follow
up on sone itens of concern to Conm ssioner Hol sman. He

had stated he had an interest in an voltage optim zation
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study, and the response that Evergy gave was the issue

was settled. Looking over those four stipulations, |I'm
not quite able to locate where that was settled. Can
you descri be what the settlenent was?

MR FISCHER: It's ny understanding from what
Kayl a Messanore said on the stand that it's not
addressed in the settlement. W are doing a nunber of
things that | think M. Caisley and Kayla Messanore
tal ked about on the record in that area in that space,
and we are |ooking at those things and doing those
studies on our own, but they're not a part of the
stipul ations.

JUDGE HATCHER: There were al so under the
Issue tariff revisions, that's XXVl --

MR, FI SCHER:  Yes.

JUDGE HATCHER. -- there were A through E sub
Issues. | amuparticularly interested in sub issue B and
C.

MR, FI SCHER: Could you give me what those
say? | don't have that one in front of ne.

JUDGE HATCHER: B is any changes to be nmade to
Evergy's DER which is distributed energy resources, any
changes to the DER interconnection tariff is B. Cis
any changes to be nmade to Evergy's net netering tariff.

The tariff and the stipulation -- I'msorry. The
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stipulation resolves it by stating the signatories

accept the conpany's proposed changes to the
mar ket - based demand response programtariff.

MR FISCHER: Those woul d be addressed in the
testinony of Brad Lutz, and | think that basically we
come to an agreenent that those suggestions were
appropri ate.

JUDGE HATCHER: Were sub issues B through E
t hen dropped?

MR FISCHER: Well, in the stipulation, |I'm
not sure, let's take a | ook here, on page 13 of the
first stipulation we have general tariff changes. Many
of those go to rate design suggestions, | think.
don't see anything on DER  Counsel, can you help nme?

MS. MERS: Yeah. | apologize for
interrupting. N cole Mers with staff. And for ny
understanding, and | believe we have O aire Eubanks who
can also help chime in for anything that m ght go beyond
my understanding, if you ook at the first or what |
will call the first stipulation and agreenment that
resol ves the revenue requirenent issues, if you turn to
page 14, ny understanding is that issue -- or 7, general
tariff changes under the heading of rate design and
programsettlement, if you then -- which continues onto

page 14 that the bullet point D, the conpany will nodify
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its tariffs to clarify interconnection study ternms with

staff's proposed | anguage changes and m nor cleanup to
paral l el generation tariff sheets as agreed to by
conpany in surrebuttal involved the proposed di scussions
and issues with both the DER and net netering.

Now | don't believe that that goes to what
|"ve heard in prior cases to the tine of use net
metering concern although not to get into it, because |
know that is not resolved, there is questions on if
different proposals that are still live may sol ve that
concern, but that part is not addressed but | think the
rest of the issue was supposed to be resolved by D

JUDGE HATCHER. And this is ny last question.
In the conpany's various surrebuttals, they seemto
agree to a nunber of the other parties' recomended
changes, mainly staff. But if the stipulation accepts
the conpany's proposed changes, does that nean it rolls
back to the conpany's original position or does it
I ncorporate what Evergy said they'd be willing to do in
their responses to the other parties in their
surrebuttal ?

MR FISCHER: |I'mnot sure which specific ones
you're tal king about, but | would suggest that the
stipulations and agreenments that we have agreed to

enconpass all of the issues and if it says we go to the
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conpany's inprovenents in the tariff, that's where we

woul d go.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, sir. | have no
ot her questions.

MR, FI SCHER: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Let's go to staff.

M5. MERS. | will try to keep this short and
sweet. |f needed, we have a various group of staff
personnel here to try to answer any questions that you
may have. O course, | will try to attenpt the best |
can.

There are four stipulations and agreenments we
are asking you guys to approve in this case. In staff's
view, these are just and reasonabl e agreenments so that's
-- the parties worked very, very hard to cone together
on and get places that, you know, people gave on certain
things to get other things that were priorities to them
There was a |l ot of conprom se and a | ot of discussion
and debate to try to come to what we all could agree
woul d be the best outcone for ratepayers. W believe
that the terms in these four stipulations would be that.

| guess in particular interest to staff we are
happy that we could come to agreement over sone
requirements for Nucor as it has been clear that speci al

tariffed rates are becom ng nore and nore interested in
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by consuners coming to Mssouri. So we hope that that

can help guide future cases and hel p us get the
I nformati on we need.

The progranms, I'l|l point that stip out as an
area of great conprom se anong the parties. You know,
sone parties gave a little nmore to make sure that other
parties or other prograns they didn't want to see didn't
make it in.

But | think that we've come to a fair
agreement that gives custoners some options for
renewabl e and cl eaner energy, gives sone |owincone
prograns, and hel ps address concerns for the progression
of electric vehicle and electrification in the state.

As M. Fischer pointed out, the OPEBs pension stip is
pretty typical. So | don't think we need to spend nuch
time on that. And then the class revenue allocations
again driven primarily by the consuner parties but |
think the fact that we were all able to get to a revenue
requi rement definitely hel ped make that happen much
easier. | do again thank the parties for all working
together so we could get a lot of this out of the way.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Are there any
Conm ssi oner questions for staff? And | would also |ike
to remnd the Conm ssioners, Brian, if we can get a shot

of the courtroom we have a nunber of specialized
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w tnesses if any Conm ssioners do have detailed

questions that they would like to follow up on. Any
Conm ssi oner questions for staff? Hearing none. Thank
you very nmuch.

MS. MERS. Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER | note the attendance of a
couple parties. |'ll just go ahead and offer any
openi ng statenents from MECG

MR OPITZ: | don't have any comrents ot her
than to thank the parties for our agreements and to
t hank the Comm ssion and the presiding officer for
allow ng us the various delays so that we could reach
these settlements. Thank you for that.

JUDGE HATCHER: You're very welcone. | hope
that didn't make the video. Nucor, did you wsh to nake
any statenments?

MR, ELLINGER: No other opening statenent
except to join in our thanks to the parties, to the
Comm ssion, to the Hearing Officer. W did have to
adjust a lot of things along the way. Very appreciative
that everyone was able to do that. So thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER. And | believe subject to
correction or a hand raise, that wll bring us to the
O fice of the Public Counsel, which will be the |ast

openi ng statenent regarding -- or the last presentation
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regardi ng these agreenents. M. dizer.
MR. CLIZER  Your Honor, | have no specific
openi ng statenments other than to once again echo what

ot her parties have already said that these agreenents

represented a result of significant cooperation and time

spent by all parties attenpting to negotiate what each
party felt was the nost reasonable outcone that they
coul d hope to achieve. | thank the other parties for
the efforts that they've put into this and for the
Conm ssion in making delays that MECG referenced for

al | ow ng these negotiations to continue.

JUDGE HATCHER  Indeed. | would echo all of
those things. | would also Iike to thank the Chairnan
on the record and the Conm ssioners. It has been
communi cated to those of us who work for the
Conmmi ssioners to nake sure and take care of our own
health and to take the day out if need be, and w t hout
that direction fromthe Chair and the Conm ssioners, |
certainly would have been one of those enpl oyees who
showed up on Friday. So | really appreciate their
| eadership on that.

Wth all of the thanks being said and done,

|"d like to open it up one nore tine before we get to

any final announcenents about due dates or anything else

we have to discuss.
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Are there any Conm ssioner comments before we

cl ose out this presentation on the four stipulations and
agreenment s?

COW SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Judge, this is
Conm ssi oner Hol snan.

JUDGE HATCHER:  Yes, Commi ssioner, go ahead.

COW SSI ONER HOLSMAN: | just want to thank
everybody for the diligent process and appreciated a
better understanding well laid in front of us. | just
want to say thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER. Thank you very much,
Comm ssi oner .

(kay. Let's get to announcenents. | would
just like to repeat a couple of the itens of ny
understanding. The presiding officer will be submtting
late-filed Exhibit 1000 which will be the currently
effective tariff. Nunber two, we will be having Ms.
Tucker and Wtness Peterson's testinonies refiled in
corrected versions with the appropriate reference
between | think what we have all learned is their
internal reference to Evergy Metro covering both state
jurisdictions.

The presiding officer wll be issuing shortly,
probably not today, a notice of exhibits and | wll

include the entirety of the number of exhibits. [If you
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heard ny nonotone just before lunch, that is | believe
in the hundreds. | will issue that list. Included with
that | will include the due dates. Late subm ssions are

next Friday, Septenber 16, and objections will be the
Wednesday followng which is the 21st. | wll put that
inwiting for all the parties. Probably not today.
"1 try.

That is all the pending announcenents | have.
Anyone el se before we close this proceedi ng?

MR CLIZER  Just very briefly. | apol ogize.
| don't have a copy of the filed tineline. Are all the
dates still maintained regarding briefing, et cetera?
|s there a tineline for transcripts on that?

JUDGE HATCHER:  Yep. Septenber 23rd is the due
date for transcripts. And | would |ike everyone to note
that | calculated that well in advance and confirned
that wth the court reporter. That is ten business days
after today.

Briefs are due October 10. | amsinply
restating what is in the procedural schedule. And if |
restate it, ignore me and go to the printed schedul e.
Reply briefs are due Cctober 17.

And our operation of [aw date is Decenber 6
Last call. Any announcenents?

Thank you. W are adjourned and off the
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( Ther eupon, the proceedings adjourned at 1:21
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Conmi ssion on-the-record presentation and that the
transcript, pages 1031 through 1048, is a true record of
my stenographi c notes.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml| financially interested in the action.

Dated this 26th day of September, 2022.

By, Jean, Bordedo

Beverly JgLn Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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