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On September 6, 2002, The Pager Company d/b/a The Pager & Phone Company (Pager), a competitive local exchange carrier, filed an Application for Designation as Eligible Carrier Pursuant to § 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Application) for federal Lifeline/Link-Up programs.  On November 8, 2002, Pager filed an Amended Application and on December 19, 2002 and January 14, 2003, Pager filed Supplements to the Amended Application.  On October 16, 2002, The Office of Public Counsel filed a Motion for Evidentiary Hearing and on December 26, 2002, The Small Telephone Group (STCG) filed a Motion to Intervene.  

The Pager Company was certificated to provide basic local telecommunications service in the State of Missouri in Case No. TA-99-115.  The name change to The Pager Company d/b/a The Pager & Phone Company was approved in Case No. TO-2002-165.   FILLIN "TYPE PSC MO NO AND SHEET NUMBERS" \* MERGEFORMAT 


Pager currently provides prepaid basic local service through the resale of Southwestern Bell facilities and receives federal Lifeline/Link-up funds pursuant to that service.  On December 19, 2002, Pager filed basic local tariff revisions to add service offerings that will be provisioned via UNE-P.  In response to Data Requests Staff sent Pager, the company indicates that UNE-P provisioning has been tested and will be ready to be offered in all exchanges listed in the Supplement upon the effective date of the tariff.  

Pager also received authority to provide interexchange service in XA-2003-0018.  The tariffs for IXC and access service are pending with an effective date of February 2, 2003.  

Pager states that it currently offers the following services supported by federal universal service support.  

· Voice grade access to the public switched network;

· Local usage;

· Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;

· Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

· Access to emergency services;

Once the basic local tariff revisions and the IXC tariff become effective, Pager will be positioned to offer the following additional services supported by federal universal service support to those customers provisioned via UNE-P.  

· Access to operator services;

· Access to interexchange service;

· Access to directory assistances; and, 

· Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. FILLIN "TYPE PSC MO NO AND SHEET NUMBERS" \* MERGEFORMAT 


Attached to its Amended Application, Pager provides copies of television and radio advertising statements indicating its intent to advertise the availability of and charges for these services using media of general distribution within its service area.  Pager also states that Lifeline services are currently available to resold customers and will be available to qualifying low-income UNE-P consumers in its service area.

STCG, in its application to intervene, notes that Pager, in its applications seeks ETC designation in several counties "where Southwestern Bell Telephone Company is certified as the incumbent local exchange company." Several of the STCG member companies also provide service in the counties listed, so the STCG requested Pager to clarify that it does not seek ETC designation in any of those service areas.  In its Supplement, Pager lists specific Southwestern Bell (SWBT) exchanges in which it is seeking ETC designation.  Since the exchanges are SWBT exchanges, and not STCG exchanges, the issue is now moot. 

STCG also questions whether the Commission can designate Pager as an ETC without a clear showing that Pager currently offers the services required under Section 254(c) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.  This Commission has previously found that, “The Act clearly requires that a carrier both offer and advertise the services in question throughout its designated service area upon designation.” 
  As previously indicated, Pager has submitted tariff filings to offer all services required under Section 254(c) and has submitted Data Request responses indicating provisioning of those services has been tested and will be available via UNE-P upon the effective date of the tariff.  Staff suggests that the circumstances surrounding Pager’s request are different than those circumstances considered in TA-2001-251.  In that case, ExOp requested ETC designation in all its certificated exchanges without having facilities in all exchanges.  Pager states it will have UNE-P facilities available in all exchanges in which it seeks certification upon the effective date of the tariff, or January 18, 2003.

The Telecommunications Department Staff (Staff) has reviewed the Application and recommends the Commission approve The Pager Company d/b/a The Pager & Phone Company’s Application for Designation as Eligible Carrier Pursuant to §254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for UNE-P provisioning offered on or after the effective date of the tariff in those exchanges listed in the Supplement to Amended Application filed December 19, 2002.  Any additional exchanges will have to be considered by the Commission at the time service is provisioned.    Staff is aware of tariff filings JC-2003-1255, YX-2003-1251 and YX-2003-1252 that may affect or may be affected by this filing.    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Company is current in filing an annual report and paying the PSC assessment. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Company is delinquent.  Staff recommends the Commission grant the requested relief/action on the condition the applicant corrects the delinquency.  The applicant should be instructed to make the appropriate filing in this case after it has corrected the delinquency.  

( FORMCHECKBOX 
 No annual report   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unpaid PSC assessment.  Amount owed:      )
� In the Matter of the Application of ExOp of Missouri, Inc., for Designation as a Telecommunications Company Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, TA-2001-251, Order Granting Designation as an Eligible Carrier Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, May 15, 2001.
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