BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc.,
)

d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P and Aquila

)

Networks – MPS, to implement a General Rate
)
Case No. ER-2004-0034

Increase in Electric Rates.



)

ORDER GRANTING ADDITIONAL TIME 

TO RESPOND TO MOTION TO DISMISS

On July 3, 2003, Aquila Networks – L&P filed a request for a general rate increase.  Thereafter, the Commission granted requests to intervene to a number of parties, including AG Processing, Inc.  On January 12, 2004, AG Processing filed a motion to dismiss Aquila Networks – L&P’s request for general rate increase.  AG Processing moves the Commis​sion to:

1.
[Dismiss] and [reject] Aquila Networks’ filing to change the electric rate for the St. Joseph Light & Power Co. service area as an unauthorized filing that is insufficient to invoke the provisions of Section 393.150 RSMo 2000;

2.
[Dismiss] Aquila Networks’ filing to change the steam service rates for the St. Joseph Light & Power Co. service area as an unauthorized filing that is insufficient to invoke the provisions Section 393.150 RSMo 2000;

3.
[Direct its General Counsel] to join with AG Processing in petitioning the Circuit Court of Cole County, Missouri for the appointment of a conservator for the benefit and interest of and to otherwise protect the shareholders of St. Joseph Light & Power Co.

On January 21, 2004, the Staff of the Commission, Inc., filed a request for additional time to respond to AG Processing’s motion.  Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) states that unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, parties shall not be allowed more than ten days to file responsive pleadings.  Staff requests additional time until February 4, 2004, to respond to the motion.  The Commission will grant Staff’s request for additional time and will extend such time until February 4, 2004.  The Commission will also enlarge the time to February 4, 2004, in which all parties to this matter may respond to AG Processing’s motion. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Commission’s motion for additional time to file a responsive pleading to AG Processing, Inc.’s motion to dismiss is granted.

2. That the Staff of the Commission shall file its response to AG Processing, Inc.’s motion to dismiss no later than February 4, 2004.

3. That the time in which all parties to this matter may respond to AG Processing, Inc.’s motion to dismiss shall be enlarged to February 4, 2004.

4. That this order shall become effective on January 22, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 22nd day of January, 2004.
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