BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of The Empire District Electric
)

Company of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority
) 

to File Tariffs Increasing Rates for Electric 
)
Case No. ER-2002-424

Service Provided to Customers in the

)    
Tariff No. 200200743

Missouri Service Area of the Company.

)


Public Counsel Recommendations in Support of Motion for Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum

Comes Now the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.100(2) states as follows:

1.
On October 16, 2002, the Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its Motion for Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum Fewer Than Twenty Days Before Hearing, requesting information relevant to an A. G. Edwards report relied upon by Empire District Electric Company (Company) in prepared testimony.

2.
Public Counsel has also been seeking discovery to explore the justification for and the reasonableness of the statements made in the A. G. Edwards report and to explain fully the exact nature of the relationship between Company and A. G. Edwards in relation to this report.  Such information is reasonably calculated to lead to relevant evidence in this case.

3.
Sufficient good cause has definitely been shown to support Staff’s Motion to subpoena Mr. Timothy M. Winter of A. G. Edwards on Wednesday, October 23, 2002.  The proposed date should provide adequate time to produce the requested documents and prepare for the deposition.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully recommends that the Commission grant Staff’s Motion for Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum Fewer Than Twenty Days Before Hearing.
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