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Staff's Response To AmerenUE's And Aquila's Applications To Intervene 
COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and respectfully states as follows:  
1.
On April 30, 2004, The Empire District Electric Company (“Empire”) filed with the Commission proposed revised tariff sheets designed to implement a general rate increase for retail electric service provided by the Company.    

2.
By order dated May 5, 2004, the Commission, among other things, directed that persons or entities seeking to intervene in this proceeding do so no later than May 25, 2004.

3.
On June 17, 2004, Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE (“AmerenUE”) filed an application to intervene out of time.  On June 22, 2004, Aquila, Inc. (“Aquila”) also filed for intervention out of time.  Both utilities singled out the depreciation issue and their concern about the potential impact on them of the Commission’s treatment of depreciation in the instant proceeding. 

4.
The Staff has no objection to the granting of the AmerenUE and Aquila applications to intervene.  However, the Staff would note that the litigation in this proceeding should be limited to the facts applicable to Empire rather than the facts applicable to AmerenUE and Aquila.   
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