BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company

)

of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing
)
Case No. ER-2002-424
Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the
)
Tariff No. 200200743

Missouri Service Area of the Company.




)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On October 28, 2002, the parties filed a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement.  The agreement notes that the Staff of the Commission will file suggestions in support of the agreement, but does not specify when the filing will be made.  The Stipulation and Agreement also provides that if the agreement is approved, the agreed-upon rates would be effective on December 1, 2002.  Therefore, it is necessary for Staff to expeditiously file its suggestions in support of the Stipulation and Agreement.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than October 30, 2002, the Staff of the Commission shall file either its suggestions in support of the Stipulation and Agreement, or a status report noting the date certain Staff will file the pleading.

2. That this order shall become effective on October 29, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of October, 2002.
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