BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company

)

of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing
)
Case No. ER-2002-424
Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the
)
Tariff No. 200200743

Missouri Service Area of the Company.




)

ORDER SHORTENING TIME IN WHICH TO RESPOND

On October 16, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a Motion for Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum Fewer Than Twenty Days Before Hearing.  On October 17, 2002, Staff filed the subpoena duces tecum form.  Staff requests that the Commission issue a subpoena duces tecum to require Timothy M. Winter to submit to a deposition at the offices of the Commission in Chesterfield, Missouri, on October 23, 2002, and to produce at the deposition copies of certain research reports.  Section 4 CSR 240‑2.100(3) provides that objections to a subpoena duces tecum or a motion to quash a subpoena duces tecum shall be made within ten days from the date the subpoena duces tecum is served.  As the requested date for the deposition is imminent, the Commission will shorten the time for the filing of responses.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That any response to the Motion for Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum Fewer Than Twenty Days Before Hearing, filed on October 16, 2002, or the subpoena duces tecum form, filed on October 17, 2002, shall be filed no later than October 18, 2002.

2. That this order shall become effective on October 17, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of October, 2002.
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