BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Green Hills Area Cellular
)

Telephone, Inc. d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications

)

Services for Designation as a Telecommunications Company
)
Case No. CO-2003-0162

Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support

)

Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of

)

1996.



)
ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTION

This order grants the application to intervene of the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group (MITG).

On October 31, 2002, Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc., d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications Services, filed its application for designation as an eligible telecom​munications carrier with respect to federal universal service support pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act), codified at 47 U.S.C. Section 254, and the implementing regulations of the Federal Communications Commis​sion (FCC).  On November 14, 2002, the Commission issued an order directing that notice of the application be given and setting an intervention deadline of December 4, 2002.  The MITG filed a timely application to intervene on December 3, 2002.  No objections to the application to intervene have been filed.

MITG states that all of its members are small rural incumbent local exchange telecommunications companies (ILECs) receiving federal universal service support in their exchange areas.  MITG states further that it is not clear from Green Hills’ application whether the company is seeking designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) under the provisions of 47 C.F.R. 54.201(d) as a wireless carrier, or in its capacity as a competitive local exchange company (CLEC).  According to MITG, an ETC designation in the MITG territory currently enables both the ILEC and the ETC to receive universal service funds from the FCC.  However, due to the its concerns regarding the “excessive growth” of the fund, the FCC recently issued an order requiring the Federal-State Joint Board to look into the portability of such support and the method under which such support is calculated and issued amongst competing carriers.  The FCC has made the universal service fund the “explicit” funding source for rural carriers’ high costs of providing services; thus, the portability issue is critical to the MITG companies.  Under 47 C.F.R. 54.201(c), “[b]efore designating an additional eligible telecommunications carrier for an area served by a rural telephone company, the state commission shall find that the designation is in the public interest.”  Because MITG is uncertain of the scope of the service area and whether Green Hills is requesting designation as an ETC or as a CLEC, the MITG is unable to state if it opposes the application, but requests that its member companies be granted intervention in order to protect their interests in this proceeding.

The Commission has reviewed the application to intervene and determines that it is in substantial compliance with Commission rules regarding intervention.  The Commis​sion determines that the MITG companies have an interest in this matter that is different from the interests of the general public.  The Com​mission concludes that the MITG’s application to intervene should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Application to Intervene of the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on March 1, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 19th day of February, 2003.

� The MITG consists of Alma Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation, Choctaw Telephone Company, Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, Modern Telecommunications Company, Mo-Kan Dial Inc., and Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company.
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