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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Union Electric
Company d/b/a Ameren Missouri’s
Tariffs to Increase its Revenues for Gas
Service

Case No. GR-2021-0241

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN A. ROBINETT

STATE OF MISSOURI )
) ss
COUNTY OF COLE )
John A. Robinett, of lawful age and being first duly sworn, deposes and states:

I. My name is John A. Robinett. I am a Utility Engineering Specialist for the Office of
the Public Counsel.

2. Attached hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes is my surrebuttal testimony.

3. I hereby swear and affirm that my statements contained in the attached testimony are
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

T it

ohn A. Robinett
Utility Engineering Specialist

Subscribed and sworn to me this 5 day of November 2021.
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SURREBUTTAL TESTIMONY
OF
JOHN A. ROBINETT
AMEREN MISSOURI GAS
CASE NO. GR-2021-0241
What is your name and what is your business address?
John A. Robinett, PO Box 2230, Jefferson City, Missouri 65102.
Are you the same John A. Robinett who filed direct testimony on behalf of the Missouri
Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”) in this proceeding?
Yes.
What is the purpose of your surrebuttal testimony?
I will discuss the Advanced Meter Infrastructure (“AMI”) Gas Module recommendation
provided by Ameren Missouri consultant John J. Spanos of Gannett Fleming.
Did Ameren Missouri Gas make a recommended depreciation rate for AMI meters
in its direct filing?
No. The depreciation study attached to Ameren Missouri Witness Mitchell Lansford
contains no discussion of AMI gas module depreciation rates. Attached as Schedule JAR-
S-1 are select pages of the depreciation study that show Ameren Missouri’s depreciation
recommendation and how an account and rate are not present for AMI meters or modules.
When did Ameren Missouri Gas request a depreciation rate for AMI meters or
modules?
The first time I am aware that this issue is discussed is in the rebuttal testimony of Ameren
Missouri Consultant John J. Spanos page 14 lines 9 through 21.

Does Mr. Spanos point to any testimony he is rebutting on this point?
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Surrebuttal Testimony of
John A. Robinett
Case No. GR-2021-0241

A.

No. This appears to be an issue that should have been part of the Company’s direct filing
but Mr. Spanos did not file any direct testimony in this gas case.

What is the depreciation rate recommendation for AMI meters or modules?

Mr. Spanos is recommending a 15 year average service life with zero net salvage to arrive
at a depreciation rate of 6.67%.

Did Staff in its direct cost of service report address a depreciation rate
recommendation for AMI meter modules for gas?

No. My review of the Staff depreciation schedule and portion of the cost of service report
do not discuss average service lives for AMI meter modules for gas.

Does Mr. Spanos provide any support for his AMI meter module recommendation?
No. Mr. Spanos has presented no evidence of historical retirements or other documentation
that would support his depreciation rate recommendation.

Is Mr. Spanos’ recommendation consistent with how the assets for the electric
business are being treated?

No. Attached as Schedule JAR-S-2 is the select pages of the recommended depreciation
rates for the electric assets. Account 370.1 AMI meters Mr. Spanos recommends an
average service life of 20 years for electric AMI meters with a -5.00% net salvage.

Has Ameren Missouri provided any evidence that does not support Mr. Spanos’
recommendation?

Yes. In Ameren Missouri’s response to Staff data request number 0251, Mr. Jeff Esserman

who is the smart meter program Director states that the operational life of the AMI gas
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module is twenty years. This data request and Ameren Missouri’s response is attached as
Schedule JAR-S-3.

Do you support Mr. Spanos’ recommendation for a new property unit and
subaccount?

Yes in part. | agree that a new retirement unit should be created for the AMI gas modules.
I additionally agree that Ameren Missouri could create a separate subaccount under the
meters account, but I believe that this device could also be booked under a subaccount for
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission account 397 communication equipment as is done
by some other utilities in the State.

What is your biggest concern related to these AMI gas modules?

My greatest concern is that setting the life in this case for modules that will be installed in
the future does not consider that the life expectancy of these modules may vary greatly
depending on the age of the meter that they are placed on. If these devices cannot be reused
after initial install, reserve deficiencies could be created if these devices are ultimately
retired when the meter it is attached to is retired.

What is your recommendation?

I recommend a five percent depreciation rate consistent with the life that Ameren Missouri’s
director of smart meter program stated was the expected life of the AMI gas modules.

Does this conclude your surrebuttal testimony?

Yes, it does.
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Excellence Delivered As Promised

June 30, 2020

Ameren Corporation
1901 Choteau Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63103

Attention Wendy K. Tatro, Esq.
Director and Assistant General Counsel

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your request, we have conducted a depreciation study related to the
gas plant of Ameren Missouri - Gas as of December 31, 2019. The attached report
presents a description of the methods used in the estimation of depreciation, the summary
of annual depreciation accrual rates, the statistical support for the life and net salvage
estimates and the detailed tabulations of annual depreciation.

We graiefully acknowledge the assistance of Ameren Missouri - Gas personnel in
the conduct of this study.

Respectfully submitted,

GANNETT FLEMING VALUATION
AND RATE CONSULTANTS, LLC

Gl 3. ptros

JOHN J. SPANOS
President

JJS:mle
067384

Gannett Fleming Valuation and Rate Consultants, LLC
207 Senate Avenue + Camp Hill, PA 17011-2316
t: 717.763.7211 + f: 717.763.4590

www.gfvre.com

Schedule MJL-D13
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@ Lannett Fleming

Excellence Delivered As Promised

March 25, 2021

Ameren Corporation
1901 Choteau Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63103

Attention Wendy K. Tatro, Esq.
Director and Assistant General Counsel

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your request, we have conducted a depreciation study related to the
electric plant of Ameren Missouri as of December 31, 2020. The attached report presents
a description of the methods used in the estimation of depreciation, the summary of
annual depreciation accrual rates, the statistical support for the life and net salvage
estimates and the detailed tabulations of annual depreciation. - '

We gratefully acknowledge the éssistance of Ameren Missouri personnel in the
conduct of this study.

Respectfully submitted,

GANNETT FLEMING VALUATION
AND RATE CONSULTANTS, LLC

G 3. v

JOHN J. SPANQOS
President

JJS:mle
067959

Gannett Fleming Valuation and Rate Consultants, LLC
207 Senate Avenue + Camp Hill, PA 17011-2316
t:717.763.7211 + £: 717.763.4590

www.gfvrc.com
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Ameren Missouri's
Response to MPSC Data Request - MPSC
GR-2021-0241
In the Matter of Union Electric Company d/b/a Ameren Missouri's Tariffs to Adjust Its Revepues
for Natural Gas Service

No.: MPSC 0251

1. Please provide a detailed discussion of the current status of Ameren Missouri’s plan/strategy
to install AMI meters in its gas service territory. The discussion should include but not be limited
to the total number and dollar amount of AMI meters to be installed, the total number and dollar
amount of AMI meters that have been installed, total number and dollar amount of AMI meters
that would be necessary for inventory (if applicable), timeframes for completion and installation,
any labor implications, outside consultants and description of services they provide, proposed
depreciation rates, anticipated cost savings by elimination of previous costs or any other means,
who manufactures the meters, who provides maintenance for the meters, plans for usage of
customer meter data (internally or externally) and any associated ongoing O&M expense related
to the AMI meters. 2. Is there a different plan/strategy for AMI meters for electric operations and
gas operations? Please explain in detail. 3. Please provide the total number of AMI smart meters
and the associated area in the gas service territory where they have been installed by month that
have been installed from beginning of installation through September 30, 2021. 4. Please provide
the amount of investment by month, by FERC account related to gas AMI smart meters that have
been installed by Ameren Missouri from the beginning of installation through September 30,
2021 with all applicable allocation factors. 5. Please provide the total number and dollar amount
of AMI meters that are kept in inventory (if applicable) by month from the beginning of
installation through September 30, 2021. Data Request submitted by Lisa Ferguson
(Lisa.Ferguson@psc.mo.gov).

RESPONSE
Prepared By: Jeff Esserman
Title: Director, Smart Meter Program
Date: 5/14/2021

The AMR infrastructure (owned and operated by Landis+Gyr) that was deployed in Ameren
Missouri's service territory in the late 1990's to support its electric meter population is the same
infrastructure that supports its gas meter population today. That infrastructure is end of life, and
requires replacement.

Ameren Missouri plans to begin upgrading the gas system by retrofitting AMI gas modules,
purchased from Landis+Gyr, onto existing gas meters beginning in midyear-2023. Ameren
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Missouri plans to have the entire gas population retrofitted with AMI modules by approximately
end-of-year 2024. Ameren Missouri intends to retrofit its entire meter population, roughly 135k
meters with AMI gas modules. No AMI gas modules have been deployed within Ameren
Missouri's service territory to-date. The material cost to purchase the AMI gas modules is
approximately $7,052,758.

As is currently the case, gas meters will continue to be maintained by Ameren Missouri
personnel. The Ameren Missouri approach to AMI gas is consistent with its electric AMI
approach; Ameren Missouri personnel will perform the management of data and AMI endpoint
monitoring and maintenance.

The approach for data usage from the AMI gas system will be consistent with that of electric.
Data will be used for customer billing, operational reporting and response, as well as customer
presentment. Residential customers will be able to see their usage information in 15-minute
interval increments; this will allow greater energy insight and control.

Over the 20-year operating life of the AMI gas module, the primary cost savings are associated
with the avoided cost of AMR read fees. These costs are consistent with the avoided costs for
electric, and sum to approximately $43,245,537, specific to gas, over the operating life of the
system. »

With our gas module deployment plan scheduled for 2023, we do not have inventory of gas
modules in our plan for 2021.
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