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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

2         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  It's 10:00 on my

3 clock here, so we'll begin today.  This is a

4 prehearing conference in Case No.  ER-2014-0258,

5 which is Ameren Missouri's request for a rate

6 increase.

7         We'll begin today by taking entries of

8 appearance, beginning with Ameren.

9         MR. BYRNE:  Thank you, your Honor.  I'm

10 Tom Byrne representing Ameren Missouri.  My address

11 is 1901 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri,

12 63109.

13         MR. LOWERY:  Good morning, your Honor.

14 Also appearing on behalf of Ameren Missouri, James

15 B. Lowery, Smith Lewis, LLP, P.O. Box 918,

16 Columbia, Missouri, 65205.

17         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Thank you.  And for

18 Staff?

19         MR. WILLIAMS:  Kevin Thompson, Chief Staff

20 Counsel, and Nathan Williams, Deputy Staff Counsel

21 P.O. Box 360, Jefferson City, Missouri, 651 02.

22         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  And for Public

23 Counsel?

24         MR. POSTON:  Thank you. Marc Poston

25 appearing for the Office of the Public Counsel.
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1         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  For MIEC?

2         MS. VUYLSTEKE:  Diana Vuylsteke, Bryan

3 Cave, 211 North Broadway, Suite 3600, St. Louis,

4 Missouri, 63102.

5         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  For Renew Missouri?

6         MR. LINHARES:  Thank you, your Honor.

7 It's Andrew Linhares.  Renew Missouri, 910 E.

8 Broadway, Columbia, Missouri, 65201.

9         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  For the Division of

10 Energy?

11         MR. KNEE:  Jeremy Knee, Associate General

12 Counsel, Department of Economic Development, P.O.

13 Box 1157, Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102.

14         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  For the Cities of

15 O'Fallon and Ballwin?

16         MR. CURTIS:  Yes.  Leland B. Curtis, Law

17 Firm of Curtis, Heinz, Garrett & O'Keefe, 130 South

18 Bemiston, Suite 200, St. Louis, Missouri, 63105

19 appearing on behalf of the cities of O'Fallon and

20 Ballwin.

21         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  All right.  For the

22 Missouri Retailers?  Nobody on the phone for

23 Missouri Retailers?

24         The unions asked to be excused, and I did

25 excuse them from the hearing with the understanding
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1 that they will accept whatever procedural schedule

2 is developed.  Sierra Club?

3         MR. ROBERTSON:  Henry Robertson, Great

4 Rivers Environmental Law Center, 319 North Fourth

5 Street, Suite 800, St. Louis, 63102.  Also

6 representing the Natural Resources Defense Counsel.

7         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  Consumers Counsel?

8         MR. COFFMAN:  This is John B. Coffman,

9 appearing on behalf of the Consumers Council of

10 Missouri, 871 Tuxedo Boulevard, St. Louis, MO,

11 63119.

12         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  And Midwest Energy

13 Consumers?

14         MR. WOODSMALL:  David Woodsmall on behalf

15 of MECG.

16         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  And I believe that

17 takes care of all the parties who have applied to

18 intervene.  Anyone join us from Missouri retailers

19 yet?

20         Okay.  The first thing I want to take care

21 of today are there's several applications to

22 intervene that have been filed fairly recently, or

23 at least within the last ten days.  Did someone

24 just join us?

25         Okay.  And I'll go through them one by one
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1 and ask if anybody has any objections to these

2 applications to intervene.  And if there is no --

3 if there are no objections, I'll just go ahead and

4 rule on them today from the Bench.

5         First of all, application to intervene

6 from Renew Missouri.  Any objections?  Okay. That

7 application will be granted.

8         For the Missouri Division of Energy's --

9 Department -- Department of Economic Development,

10 Division of Energy?  Any objections?

11         MR. LOWERY:  No.

12         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Hearing none, they will

13 be admitted into the case.  Application to

14 intervene for City of O'Fallon and City of Ballwin?

15 Any objections?  They will also be allowed to

16 intervene.

17         The Missouri Retailers Association?  Any

18 objections?  Their motion will -- application to

19 intervene will be granted, also.

20         Application to intervene by International

21 Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local Union

22 1439, any objections?  Their application will be

23 granted.

24         Application to intervene for Sierra Club?

25 Any objections?  Their application will be granted.
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1         Application to intervene by Metro

2 Resources Defense Counsel?  Any objections?

3         MR. LOWERY:  No.

4         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Their application will be

5 granted.  Consumers Counsel, application to

6 intervene, any objections?  They will -- their

7 application will also be granted.

8         And Midwest Energy Consumers Group, any

9 objections?  Their application will also be

10 granted.  And I believe that takes care of all the

11 applications to intervene.

12         The main purpose of bringing you here

13 today was to get you to come up with a proposed

14 procedural schedule.  And by previous order, I'd

15 ask that that be submitted to the Commission by

16 August 15th.

17         The operational law date in this case is

18 May 30th.  That means the Commission will generally

19 like to try and issue their orders about 30 days

20 before the operational law date.  That takes us

21 April 29th, the final agenda that would fall within

22 that time frame.

23         And I'm assuming we probably want to have

24 final briefs by the first week of April to give you

25 roughly 30 days to -- to write the order.  That
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1 means we'd be looking at hearing dates in late

2 January or early February, which is coming up very

3 fast.  So let that guide your discussions.

4         And if there's anything else as far as

5 test year issues and so forth, if you want to bring

6 those up in filings, you can do that as well.

7         Anything else anybody wants to take up

8 while we're on the record?

9         MR. LOWERY:  Your Honor, I will just

10 mention that the Staff had proposed and circulated

11 to the company and other parties a schedule that

12 did have -- did contemplate a report and order --

13 final vote on May the 6th.

14         I don't know whether there's any

15 flexibility at all from your perspective or not.

16 And then hearings that would have been starting

17 about February 23rd, so a slightly -- slightly

18 longer -- probably about a week different than what

19 maybe you had in your mind.

20         And I'd just throw that out there.  I know

21 the Staff and company had agreed upon it, and we

22 haven't heard from the other parties.  But my sense

23 was there might have been some consensus around

24 that schedule.

25         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  You can propose it.  And
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1 if we -- if the Commissioners don't want to accept

2 it, then I'll let you know.

3         MR. LOWERY:  Sure.  It would be -- it

4 would be, I think, essentially the same track that

5 we had on the last case.

6         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  And the reason we

7 like to do that, getting the orders out 30 days

8 before the operational law date is just so there's

9 less confusion and less issues involving the -- the

10 compliance tariffs.

11         MR. LOWERY:  Absolutely.  We share that.

12         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Okay.  And that's the

13 reason I said that for the 29th.  But if --

14         MR. LOWERY:  We'll visit about it.  I just

15 wanted to let you know that we had been floating

16 that, and it was one -- basically, one week

17 difference than what you had --

18         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  I'm not going to

19 categorically reject it at this point.  So --

20         MR. LOWERY:  Okay.  Thank you.

21         JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Anything else anybody

22 wants to bring up?  All right.  Then I'll leave you

23 to your discussions.  And the on-the-record portion

24 of this proceeding is adjourned then.  You can

25 discuss this as you like.  Thank you.
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1         MR. LOWERY:  Thank you.

2          (The proceedings were concluded at 10:10 a.m. on

3 August 5, 2014.)

4
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2
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