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JUDGE JACOBS: W are on the record now for

t he conference schedul ed for today, June 8,
2020, inthis natter. This is File No.
ER- 2020-0311. This concerns the Enpire D strict
El ectric Conpany's rate adjustnment filing under
20 CSR 4240-20.090. The conference was set for
1: 15 today. It is now 1:17 p. m

My nane is Jana Jacobs. |'mthe Regul atory
Law Judge assigned to this matter, and this
conference is being conducted by tel ephone and
vi deo conference today.

Thank you very nmuch, Ms. Mers, for
appearing by video. That will be helpful to
allow ne to disconnect so that the parties can
continue with the conversation after
di sconnect fromthe call, so | appreciate that.

The Conmmi ssion has set this tinme aside for
procedural conference. The purpose of this
conference is to allow the parties to neet to
establish a hearing date and di scuss ot her
procedural issues. Once | |eave the call, the
parties may al so wish to discuss the possibility
of an agreenent to resolve the case.

W have a court reporter on the line who

will be preparing a transcript of the

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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on-the-record portion of this conference, and I
wi |l begin by asking the parties to enter their
appear ances for the record. Typically counsel
wi |l provide a business card to the reporter
when all of this takes place in person. Because
we're all participating renotely, | will ask the
| awyers to identify yourself by nanme and provide
your address and phone nunber for the court
reporter.

And for those of you who are appearing only
by tel ephone today, you'll need to be careful --
actual ly, everyone, because our court reporter
is not on video, so everyone will need to be
careful to identify thensel ves as you begin your
comments today to nmake sure that
Ms. Mot hersbaugh is able to identify everyone
for the record.

Sol will start with counsel for the
Conpany appearing today.

M5. CARTER: Yes. Thank you. This is
Diana Carter, for the Enpire District Electric
Conpany, 428 East Capital Avenue, Suite 303,
Jefferson GCty, Mssouri, 65101. Phone nunber,
(417) 626-5976.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very nmnuch,

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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Ms. Carter. And | don't believe there was
anyone else on the line with you today for the
Conpany; is that right?

M5. CARTER: That's correct.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. Thank you. And then
now for Conmm ssion Staff, M. Mers.

M5. MYERS: Yes. For the Staff of the
M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion, Janm e Mers
My-e-r-s. M address is Governor Ofice
Bui | di ng, Suite 800, 200 Madi son Street,

P.O Box 360, Jefferson City, Mssouri, 65102.
Tel ephone nunber, (573) 526-6036.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you, Ms. Myers. |If
you're famliar with who's on the line for
staff, go ahead and introduce those fol ks.
Thank you.

M5. MYERS: | believe we have Brad Fortson
and Brook Mastrogi annis.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. That |l ooks right to
nme, too. And | apologize. This person's |ast
nanme, | don't know. It mght be D etrich. S
it Natelle Dietrich? Is that right?

M5. MYERS: Natelle Dietrich may have
joined us as well from Staff.

JUDCGE JACOBS: Ckay. Yes. | see a Natelle

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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here, so let's confirmthat's who it is.

M5. DIETRICH Yes, |'mhere, and al so Lisa
W | dhaber .

JUDGE JACOBS: Ckay. Yes. There's another
nanme | see here. So | think that accounts for
everyone from Staff. So then it |ooks |ike we
can proceed now for O fice of the Public
Counsel. M. dizer.

MR. CLIZER. Yes. John Cdizer, appearing
on behal f of the Mssouri Ofice of the Public
Counsel. My business address is 200 Madi son
Street, Suite 650, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri,
65101. My phone nunber is (573) 751-5324, and |
am joined by Ms. Lena Mantle from our office.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very nuch. Could
Ms. Mantle introduce herself or and/or spell her
nanme, please, for JUDGE JACOBS reporter?

M5. MANTLE: Yes. M nane is Lena Mantl e,
L-e-n-a Ma-n-t-l1-e, and I ama Seni or Anal yst
wth Ofice of the Public Counsel.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. And then | probably
shoul d have asked Ms. Dietrich to spell her nanme
as wel|.

M5. DIETRICH Natelle, Na-t-e-|-1I-e,

Dietrich, Di-e-t-r-i-c-h, and "'mthe D rector
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of Industry Analysis for the Comm ssion Staff.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very nmuch. And it
| ooks li ke | have anot her person who's joined
the call, so if you just now joined the
conference, could you speak up and introduce
yourself? W are on the record in this hearing
or conference.

JUDGE PRIDA@ N. Judge Jacobs, hi, this is
Ron Pridgin. |I'mjust dialing in late. W
apol ogi es for interrupting.

JUDCGE JACOBS: Thank you very nuch,
M. Pridgin. | appreciate that. M. Pridginis
attending this hearing today to observe ne and
see how | do. So welcone, M. Pridgin.

Ckay. So we have -- | believe we've
i ntroduced everybody. M. Mot hersbaugh, did you
get the information that you needed?

THE REPORTER: Yes, ma'am | believe so.
Thank you.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. Thank you so nuch.
So now that we all know who's on here, the first
thing 1'll do is just ask if any of the parties
have any prelimnary matters that ought to be
taken up at this tinme.

(No response.)

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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JUDGE JACOBS: Ckay. | think even for a
vi deo conference, that was enough tine for folks
to unmute and speak up, so I'mgoing to proceed.

The parties have been ordered by the
Commi ssion to file a Proposed Procedur al
Schedule in this case no |ater than June 18,
2020, and so | think it's fine if the parties
just work out between the parties who wants to
go ahead and make that filing, unless for sone
reason you feel |like that has to be clarified at
this point.

So is that sonmething that | can just | eave
it, understanding sone party is going to do that
joint filing by June 18th?

MR. CLIZER  Your Honor, John Cizer, from
the Office of Public Counsel. | think that's
fine. | think we can reach a procedural
schedule with little problem

JUDCGE JACOBS: Anyone el se have any ot her
comrent to nmake? Thank you, M. dizer

(No response.)

JUDCGE JACOBS: Gkay. Looks like there were
no additional comments there, so unless there's
anything el se to be discussed at this tine,

after all of these introductions and all of us

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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getting together on the record, it's now about
time for nme to say that we're done.

So did anyone have anything they wanted to
bring up before | excuse nyself and allow all of
you to stay on the line to discuss the case?

MR. CLIZER:. This is, again, John dizer
fromthe Ofice of Public Counsel. M
recoll ection fromthe Conm ssion order was to
allow the tariffs that were not -- rather, allow
tariffs that include all costs not in question
to go into effect. | believe there's been sone
of f-1ine discussion anongst the parties
regarding those tariff filings. | was just
hopi ng we coul d have an update as to whether or
not those tariffs -- where the filing of those
tariffs were at, basically.

M5. CARTER. This is Diana, with Enpire.
It's ny understandi ng that Lena, with OPC,
talked with Charlotte, with Enpire, on Friday,
and I'mnot sure if the sheets were finalized at
that tinme or not, so they should be -- should be
ready for filing soon. | think once Lena signed
off on them Charlotte was then going to reach
out to staff.

MR. CLIZER. That's great to hear. Thanks.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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|"mcurious, the effective dates of the original
sheet were, | believe -- I'"'mtrying to renenber
-- June 1lst. Do you have an idea what the
effective dates of these tariff sheets would be?
" mjust curious at this point.

M5. CARTER. No. It was ny plan to put
themw th a 30-day effective date on there,
since we didn't have an order authorizing a
di fferent date.

MR CLIZER Terrific. Al right. Thanks.

M5. CARTER And then | did have one
guestion on the procedural schedule we're to put
forward. | don't think we've had -- Enpire has
had to deal with this situation before, so
didn't know if there is an expectation regarding
what we'll include in our procedural schedul e
for this case in ternms of the amount of
t esti nony.

JUDGE JACOBS: | think that's probably a
guestion directed at the judge, so | would say
that that's going to depend on what the parties
believe will be necessary to resolve this issue.
So really that's a question of what you think
it's going to take. So you would talk to each

ot her about that, and then you would be nmaking a

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 10
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proposal. | suppose if that didn't | ook
adequate to the Comm ssion for sone reason, then
maybe there woul d be sone back and forth on

t hat .

M5. CARTER. Ckay. Thanks, Judge.

JUDCGE JACOBS: Does that nake sense?

M5. CARTER: Yeah. We'Ill figure sonething
out.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. |I'msorry that |
don't have anything nore specific to say there.
| really think a ot of it is just going to
depend in the first step what the parties cone
up with.

M5. CARTER. Okay. Sounds good. Thank
you.

JUDGE JACOBS: Did anyone have anyt hi ng
el se to say?

(No response.)

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. So what I'mgoing to

do nowis, Jame, I'mgoing to attenpt to pass
the host role to you, and that will nean that |
don't have to -- | can just disconnect nyself

and nove al ong here, and then |'m not
responsi bl e for your conference, and then all of

you can remain and continue your conference as

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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long as you'd like to today.

So even though WebEx conferences al ways
have that kind of appointnent period for them
fromwhat | understand, they'll just go on as
|l ong as you want themto, so -- not that you
want to be on here for three hours today, but
" mjust saying you're not necessarily limted.
So let's see if it actually works, and | w ||
try to pass that to you

We are now going to go off the record so
our court reporter doesn't have to type out any

addi ti onal comuni cations that m ght take place

about trying to pass the host role to Ms. Mers.

(Heari ng adj ourned.)

* % % % *
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Lori D. Mothersbaugh, a Certified Court
Reporter, CCR No. 0423, the officer before whomthe
f oregoi ng Prehearing Conference was taken, do hereby
certify that the testinony that appears in the foregoing
transcript was taken by ne to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that
I am neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this hearing was
taken, and further, that I amnot a relative or enpl oyee
of any attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
thereto, nor financially or otherw se interested in the

out cone of the acti on.

céi?éigfii?rj%é%%ﬁ%i@4&ézﬁgﬁ45/

Lori D. Mot hersbawgh, CCR No.* 0423
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APPEARANCES
ALL PARTI ES ATTENDED VI A VEBEX CONFERENCE

DI ANA C. CARTER, Attorney at Law
428 East Capital Avenue, Suite 303
Jefferson City, Mssouri 65101
FOR Enpire District Electric Conpany
JOHN CLI ZER, Senior Counsel
LENA MANTLE, Legal Counsel
Governor Office Building
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FOR Ofice of Public Counsel

JAM E MWYERS, Staff Counsel
BRAD FORTSON, Industry Analysis
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Covernor Ofice Building

200 Madison Street, Suite 800

P. O Box 360

Jefferson City, Mssouri 65102-0360

FOR Staff of the Mssouri Public Service Conm ssion
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NNNNNNRPRRRRRRR R
ARONROOOMNOUORMWNROOONDDGO A WNE

Page 3

JUDGE JACOBS: We are on the record now for
the conference scheduled for today, June 8,
2020, inthismatter. ThisisFile No.
ER-2020-0311. Thisconcernsthe Empire District
Electric Company's rate adjustment filing under
20 CSR 4240-20.090. The conference was set for
1:15today. Itisnow 1:17 p.m.

My name is Jana Jacobs. |I'm the Regulatory
Law Judge assigned to this matter, and this
conference is being conducted by telephone and
video conference today.

Thank you very much, Ms. Myers, for
appearing by video. That will be helpful to
alow me to disconnect so that the parties can
continue with the conversation after |
disconnect from the call, so | appreciate that.

The Commission has set this time aside for
procedural conference. The purpose of this
conferenceis to allow the parties to meet to
establish a hearing date and discuss other
procedural issues. Oncel leave the cdl, the
parties may also wish to discuss the possibility
of an agreement to resolve the case.

We have a court reporter on the line who
will be preparing atranscript of the

Page 4
on-the-record portion of this conference, and |
will begin by asking the parties to enter their
appearances for the record. Typically counsel
will provide a business card to the reporter
when all of thistakes place in person. Because
we're all participating remotely, | will ask the
lawyers to identify yourself by name and provide
your address and phone number for the court
reporter.

And for those of you who are appearing only
by telephone today, you'll need to be careful --
actually, everyone, because our court reporter
is not on video, so everyone will need to be
careful to identify themselves as you begin your
comments today to make sure that
Ms. Mothersbaugh is able to identify everyone
for the record.

So | will start with counsel for the
Company appearing today.

MS. CARTER: Yes. Thank you. Thisis
Diana Carter, for the Empire District Electric
Company, 428 East Capital Avenue, Suite 303,
Jefferson City, Missouri, 65101. Phone number,
(417) 626-5976.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much,

O©CoO~NOOUIDWNPE
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Page 5
Ms. Carter. And | don't believe there was
anyone else on the line with you today for the
Company; isthat right?

MS. CARTER: That's correct.

JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Thank you. And then
now for Commission Staff, Ms. Myers.

MS. MYERS: Yes. For the Staff of the
Missouri Public Service Commission, Jamie Myers
M-y-e-r-s. My addressis Governor Office

Building, Suite 800, 200 Madison Street,
P.O. Box 360, Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102.
Telephone number, (573) 526-6036.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you, Ms. Myers. If
you're familiar with who's on the line for
staff, go ahead and introduce those folks.

Thank you.

MS. MYERS: | believe we have Brad Fortson
and Brook Mastrogiannis.

JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. That looksright to
me, too. And | apologize. This person'slast
name, | don't know. It might be Dietrich. Is
it Natelle Dietrich? Isthat right?

MS. MYERS: Natelle Dietrich may have
joined us as well from Staff.

JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Yes. | seeaNatelle
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1 here, solet's confirm that'swho it is. 1 of Industry Analysis for the Commission Staff.
2 MS. DIETRICH: Yes, I'm here, and also Lisa 2 JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much. And it
3 Wildhaber. 3 lookslike I have another person who's joined
4 JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Yes. There'sanother | 4 thecall, soif you just now joined the
5 namel seehere. Sol think that accounts for 5 conference, could you speak up and introduce
6 everyonefrom Staff. So thenitlookslikewe 6 yourself? We are on the record in this hearing
7 can proceed now for Office of the Public 7 or conference.
8 Counsgl. Mr. Clizer. 8 JUDGE PRIDGIN: Judge Jacobs, hi, thisis
9 MR. CLIZER: Yes. John Clizer, appearing 9 Ron Pridgin. I'mjust didinginlate. My
10 on behalf of the Missouri Office of the Public 10 apologiesfor interrupting.
11 Counsel. My business address is 200 Madison 11 JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much,
12 Street, Suite 650, Jefferson City, Missouri, 12 Mr. Pridgin. | appreciatethat. Mr. Pridginis
13 65101. My phone number is (573) 751-5324, and | | 13 attending this hearing today to observe me and
14 amjoined by Ms. Lena Mantle from our office. 14 seehow | do. Sowelcome, Mr. Pridgin.
15 JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much. Could| 15 Okay. Sowe have-- | believe we've
16 Ms. Mantleintroduce herself or and/or spell her 16 introduced everybody. Ms. Mothersbaugh, did you

name, please, for JUDGE JACOBS reporter?

MS. MANTLE: Yes. My nameisLenaMantle,
L-e-n-aM-a-n-t-I-e, and | am a Senior Analyst
with Office of the Public Counsel.

JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Andthen| probably
should have asked Ms. Dietrich to spell her name

NNDNE R
Nk OWOO0W-N

get the information that you needed?

THE REPORTER: Yes, maam, | believe so.
Thank you.

JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Thank you so much.
So now that we all know who's on here, the first
thing I'll do isjust ask if any of the parties

23 aswell. 23 have any preliminary matters that ought to be
24 MS. DIETRICH: Natelle, N-at-e-I-I-g, 24 taken up at thistime.
25 Dietrich, D-i-e-t-r-i-c-h, and I'm the Director 25 (No response.)

Page 8 Page 9
1 JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. | think even for a 1 getting together on the record, it's now about
2 video conference, that was enough time for folks 2 timefor meto say that we're done.
3 tounmute and speak up, so I'm going to proceed. 3 So did anyone have anything they wanted to
4 The parties have been ordered by the 4 bring up before | excuse myself and allow all of
5 Commission to file a Proposed Procedural 5 you to stay on thelineto discuss the case?
6 Schedulein this case no later than June 18, 6 MR. CLIZER: Thisis, again, John Clizer,
7 2020, and so | think it'sfineif the parties 7 from the Office of Public Counsel. My
8 just work out between the parties who wants to 8 recollection from the Commission order wasto
9 go ahead and make that filing, unless for some 9 adlow thetariffsthat were not -- rather, allow
10 reason you feel like that has to be clarified at 10 tariffsthat include all costs not in question
11 thispoint. 11 togointo effect. | believe there's been some
12 So isthat something that | can just leave 12 off-line discussion amongst the parties
13 it, understanding some party is going to do that 13 regarding those tariff filings. | wasjust
14 joint filing by June 18th? 14 hoping we could have an update as to whether or
15 MR. CLIZER: Your Honor, John Clizer, from |15 not those tariffs -- where the filing of those
16 the Office of Public Counsel. | think that's 16 tariffswereat, basicaly.
17 fine. | think we can reach a procedural 17 MS. CARTER: Thisis Diana, with Empire.
18 schedule with little problem. 18 It's my understanding that Lena, with OPC,
19 JUDGE JACOBS: Anyoneelse have any other |19 talked with Charlotte, with Empire, on Friday,
20 comment to make? Thank you, Mr. Clizer. 20 and I'm not sureif the sheets were finalized at
21 (No response.) 21 that time or not, so they should be -- should be
22 JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Looksliketherewere| 22 ready for filing soon. | think once Lena signed
23 no additional comments there, so unlessthere's 23 off onthem, Charlotte was then going to reach

NN
[N

anything else to be discussed at thistime,
after adl of these introductions and all of us

25

out to staff.
MR. CLIZER: That'sgreat to hear. Thanks.
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1 I'm curious, the effective dates of the original 1 proposa. | supposeif that didn't look
2 sheet were, | believe -- I'm trying to remember 2 adequate to the Commission for some reason, then
3 --June lst. Do you have anideawhat the 3 maybe there would be some back and forth on
4 effective dates of these tariff sheets would be? 4 that.
5 I'mjust curious at this point. 5 MS. CARTER: Okay. Thanks, Judge.
6 MS. CARTER: No. It wasmy plan to put 6 JUDGE JACOBS: Doesthat make sense?
7 them with a 30-day effective date on there, 7 MS. CARTER: Yeah. Well figure something
8 sincewedidn't have an order authorizing a 8 out.
9 different date. 9 JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. I'm sorry that |
10 MR. CLIZER: Terrific. All right. Thanks. 10 don't have anything more specific to say there.
11 MS. CARTER: Andthen | did have one 11 I realy think alot of itisjust going to
12 question on the procedural scheduleweretoput | 12 depend in the first step what the parties come
13 forward. | don't think we've had -- Empire has 13 up with.
14 had to deal with this situation before, so | 14 MS. CARTER: Okay. Soundsgood. Thank
15 didn't know if thereis an expectation regarding 15 you.
16 what we'll include in our procedural schedule 16 JUDGE JACOBS: Did anyone have anything
17 for this casein terms of the amount of 17 elsetosay?
18 testimony. 18 (No response.)
19 JUDGE JACOBS: | think that's probably a 19 JUDGE JACOBS: Okay. Sowhat I'm going to
20 question directed at the judge, so | would say 20 donow is, Jamie, I'm going to attempt to pass
21 that that's going to depend on what the parties 21 thehost role to you, and that will mean that |
22 Dbelieve will be necessary to resolve thisissue. 22 don't haveto -- | can just disconnect myself
23 Soredly that's aquestion of what you think 23 and move aong here, and then I'm not
24 it'sgoing to take. So you would talk to each 24 responsible for your conference, and then all of
25 other about that, and then you would be makinga |25 you can remain and continue your conference as

Page 12 Page 13
1 long asyoud like to today. ! CERTIFICATE
2 So even though WebEx conferences always 2
3 ha\/ethat klnd Of appomtment perlod for them, 3 I, Lori D. Mot hersbaughj a Certified Court
4 fromWhatl Understand, they.”justgoonas 4 Report.er, CCRNo.-O423, the officer before whomthe
5 long asyouwantthem o, so —nothatyou | T T S e
6 want to be on here for three hours tOday' bUt 7 transci/i pt was taken by n‘:: to thepsest of ny abili tj an:
7 |'m jUﬂ Saylng you're not n&e%rlly Ilmlted 8 thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that
8 SO Iet'S%elf it aCtua”y WorkS, and I WI” 9 | am neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
9 trytopaSSthattoyou' 10 of the parties to the action in which this hearing was
10 We are now gO| ng to go Off the r&ord Y 11 taken, and further, that | amnot a relative or enployee
11 our court reporter doesn't ha\/e to type out any 12 of any attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
12 addltl Onal Communications thaI mi ght take place 13 thereto, nor financially or otherw se interested in the
13 about trying to pass the host role to Ms. Myers. 14 outcome of the action.
1451 s *(Hearlng adjourned.) 12 Dg/ %//
16 b 0. Hottorsbacedl
17 17 Lori D. Mother sbatgh, CCR No. 0423
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
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