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to Implement a General Rate Increase for
Electric Service and In the Matter of Evergy
Missouri West, Inc., d/b/a Evergy Missouri
West's Request for Authority to Implement a

General Rate Increase for Electric Service.
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PROCEEDINGS

MS. QUICK: We will go ahead
and get started. It's a little bit after
12:00 noon.

I would like to thank everyone for
attending this afternoon's virtual public
hearing to the Evergy Missouri Metro electric
rate case.

My name is Debbie Quick and I am a
member of the Public Service Commission staff.
I will facilitate the question and answer
session for the hearing.

This hearing 1is streaming live on
the Public Service Commission website. I have

muted all the lines to reduce any excess

noise.

I would like to provide you with a
brief overview of the hearing process. There
will be two parts to this public hearing: An

informal and formal session.

The first part is the guestion and
answer session. This is the informal part of
the hearing where you will be able to ask any
guestions you may have about the case.

I will ask representatives from
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the Public Service Commission staff, Office of
Public Counsel, which is the consumer
advocate, Evergy Missouri, and other parties
to the case to introduce themselves shortly.

They will be able to answer any
guestions you may have.

This part of the hearing will
stream live on the Commission's website, but
will not be recorded or on the record.

The judge and commissioners don't
participate in this part of the hearing since
the case is still being decided.

There is a general information
sheet about the rate case on the Public
Service Commission's website, which is
PSC.MO.GOV 1if you would 1like to have more
information.

The sheet 1is accessible from the
home page. If you have trouble accessing the
information sheet, you may contact the Public
Service Commission's consumer information
department, and that's 800-392-4211, and staff
will be able to assist you.

The second part of today's hearing

is the comment or testimony session with the
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judge and commissioners.

During this formal part of the
hearing, your statement will be on the record,
so it will be recorded and will become a part
of the case file. You won't be able to ask
guestions in the second part of the hearing
since the case i1s still active.

The commissioners will review the
filings in the case record to make their
decision on the case, so it 1s important for
you to have your comment be a part of the
record.

The judge, commissioners, or
counsel for the parties may ask you a
gquestion, but you can't ask a question.

Again, the second part of the
hearing is on the record with the court
reporter transcribing the comments. The court
reporter will not transcribe the guestion and
answer session, but the question and answer
session 1s also streaming live on the website.

At this point, I'd like to ask the
representatives to un-mute their lines and
identify themselves when introduced.

I will begin with the Evergy
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Missouri representative.
DARRIN IVES: So, this 1is
Darrin Ives with Evergy Missouri, and I will

be providing the comments for the meeting

today.
DEBBIE QUICK?: All right.
Thank vyou. Public Service Commission staff.
KAREN LYONS: This is Karen
Lyons. I am a member of the Public Service

Commission staff.

There are also several other, I
believe, Commission Staff members attending
this local public hearing so we will be able

to answer any guestions that you may have.

DEBBIE QUICK: Okay. Thank
you. Office of Public Counsel.

JOHN CLIZER: Good afternoon.
My name is John Clizer. I am an attorney with

the Missouri Office of Public Counsel, and I

will be here to answer any questions that may

be posed. Thank you.
DEBBIE QUICK: Okay. Thank
you. If there are any other parties in the

case who would like to address gquestions and

make a statement, please speak up and let me
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know.

Okay. Hearing none, 1if you are
joining us on video, there is a chat feature.
This feature is not a part of the record. If
you have questions, you may use the chat
feature and we will try to answer your
guestions as time allows.

If you would like to make a
comment to the Commission, please make your
comment in the second part of the hearing so
that it is part of the record, not in the chat
feature.

I would also like to ask the
representatives to identify themselves before
answering questions for those who are not on
video.

When you ask a question, please
un-mute your line. You may need to press star
six 1f you are joining the hearing by phone.

Unless you are speaking, please
make sure your line is muted to eliminate any
excess noise so everyone will be able to hear
the guestions and answers.

Okay. We will go ahead and begin.

Please speak up if you have a gquestion and we
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will answer the guestions one at a time.

(Off the record portion of
proceedings.)

JUDGE HATCHER: Good afternoon
everyone. This 1is Judge Hatcher. We are
getting everyone connected and then we will
get started with the hearing portion.

COMMISSIONER HOLSMAN:
Commission Holsman 1s here.

JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent.
Thank you, Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER HOLSMAN: Good
afternoon.

COMMISSIONER Rupp:
Commissioner Rupp is 1in.

JUDGE HATCHER: Good
afternoon, Commissioner.

COMMISSION KOLKMEYER:
Commissioner Kolkmeyer 1is here.

JUDGE HATCHER: Good
afternoon, Commissioner KOLKMEYER.

COMMISSIONER HOLSMAN: Judge,
if I have a stretch of land here where I lose
signal, I will call back in, but Jjust wanted

to let you know.
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JUDGE HATCHER: Absolutely.
Thank you, Commissioner. I appreciate that.
MAIDA COLEMAN: Commissioner

Coleman 1is here.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you,
Commissioner Coleman. Good afternoon.
MAIDA Coleman: Good
afternoon. I will be going to mute status.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.
Understood.
All right. Let's go ahead and do

we have our court reporter, Miss Hearst?
REPORTER: I am on the line.
JUDGE HATCHER: On the record
then.

First, I would just ask that
everyone mute themselves unless they are
speaking. This will cut down on the noise
level and prevent any audio feedback.

Good afternoon to everyone, thank
everyone for their attendance in joining
today.

For the record, today 1is August
8th, 2022. The Missouri Public Service

Commission has set this time aside for a local
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public hearing to give members of the public a
chance to comment about Evergy Missouri
Metro's electric general rate increase
application, and that's file number
ER-2022-0129.

There might also be some witnesses
here for Evergy Missouri West. They also have
a concurrent rate increase application going
on. Those local public hearings will be
tomorrow and there will be a combined hearing
Wednesday at noon.

The Missouri Public Service
Commission regulates the rates charged by
public utility companies in Missouri to ensure
that those rates are just and reasonable.

The Commission also regulates the
quality of service and safety of the
operations of public utilities.

The Commission is made up of five
commissioners. The commissioners are
appointed by the governor to fix terms and
confirmed by the senate.

The commissioners employ a staff
of engineers, accountants, attorneys,

financial analysts and other specialists in
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the field of utility regulation.

My name is Charles Hatcher. I am
the regulatory law judge and will preside over
this hearing.

As you heard at the introductions,
all of the Missouri Public Service Commission
commissioners are 1in attendance.

With me today, for the record, are
Chairman Ryan Silvey; Commissioners Scott
Rupp, Maida Coleman, Jason Holsman, and Glen
Kolkmeyer.

This is an official hearing of the
Missouri Public Service Commission and the
statements and witnesses, testimony of
witnesses will be recorded by a court reporter
and are given under oath.

The Commission has not made any
decisions in this case. I want to make that
very clear. This is an ongoing case. And
because it i1s an ongoing case, that also means
that the commissioners and myself aren't
available to answer guestions.

They have to remain impartial
until after all of the evidence 1is presented

in the case.
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Let's go ahead and start with
entries of appearance for the record for
Evergy Metro.

ROGER STEINER: Good

afternoon, Roger Steiner appearing for Evergy

Metro. My address 1is 1200 Main Street, Kansas
City, Missouri, Suite 1600. That's zip code
64105. Thanks.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you very
much. And for the staff of the Commission.
ERIC VANDERGRIFF: Good
afternoon everyone. I am Eric Vandergriff
from the staff counsel's office. My
address -- well, representing Missouri Public
Service Commission staff. My address 1is PO

Box 360, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City.
The zip code 1is 65102.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.
And Office of the Public Counsel.

JOHN CLIZER: Good afternoon.
John Clizer appearing on behalf of the
Missouri Office of the Public Counsel.

My business address 1is Governor

Office Building, Suite 650, 200 Madison

Street, PO Box 2230, Jefferson City, Missouri




W

o O (o] ~ (o)} (9, ]

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

i EY
gn

65102. Thank vyou.
JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent.
Thank you.

We have a number of intervenors in
the case. I am not going to do a roll call
for any of those attorneys that are present.

If anyone would like to be
recorded on the record as being present, would
they go ahead and speak up now? This is for
the attorneys of the other parties.

Okay. We will move on. The
process 1s goling to be calling the names that
I have listed on the pre-registration, and I
am just going to call them in the order that
they appear.

When I do call your name, please
go ahead and un-mute and if you would, speak
up . It's a weird way of how Webex works, but
that will bring you to everyone's front screen
and then I will place you under oath and ask
you to state and spell your name, and then ask
for your comments on the rate case.

If you are calling in, to un-mute,
you press star six. That's star six 1f you

called in on a telephone or the telephone
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function of your smart phone.

The first name I have on the list

is Dawn Rice. Dawn Rice.
JOHN CLIZER: Your Honor?
JUDGE HATCHER: Yes.
JOHN CLIZER: There i1is a Dawn

in the list of participants, but she is muted.

JUDGE HATCHER: We will come
back. She might have stepped away for Jjust a
moment.

And for anyone that did not
pre-register and would like to testify, I will
ask for those witnesses at the end of my list
of pre-registered witness.

I have two more pre-registered. I

have Beth Pauley, P-A-U-L-E-Y.

Okay. We will give Miss Pauley a
minute. We will come back around and call her
again.

Jenn DeRose.

JENN DEROSE: That's me. Hi.

JUDGE HATCHER: Yes, Miss
DeRose. Let's go ahead and get you sworn in.

(Witness 1is sworn in by the
judge.)
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JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.
Would you please state and spell
your last name for the record.
A Yes. It's DeRose, D-E, capital
R-0-S-E.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.
And Miss DeRose, please go ahead and give us

your comments.

JENN DEROSE: Thank you so
much. Thank you all for the opportunity to
testify today. My name 1is Jenn DeRose, and I

am Missouri's Beyond Coal campaign
representative to the Sierra Club, which is
the nation's oldest environmental
organization.

Our Missouri chapter alone has
over 10,000 members and over 45,000
Ssupporters.

I am here to discuss how Evergy's
proposed rate increases will impact vulnerable
populations, fail to address the climate
crisis, and fail to provide the most
affordable, reliable energy to its customers.

Evergy spends nearly $500 million

a year on coal imported from Wyoming. That's




W

© W o0 N o U

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

just the fuel, not counting the hundreds of
millions of dollars spent on keeping outdated,
heavily polluting plants running every year.

Coal costs, like all fossil fuel
costs are variable and unpredictable. These
costs are passed down to customers who are
increasingly unable to pay their bills.

We expect Evergy's requested rate
increase to add an extra $100 a year for
Evergy's Missouri customers.

Thirteen percent of Missourians
live below the poverty line, meaning they are
already at risk of energy insecurity, a high
energy burden, which means that they pay a
much higher percentage of their income to keep
their electricity on than they can afford.

In the Kansas City region, in
Evergy territory, low income Black and Latino
communities experience an energy burden
averaging double of that of white communities.

As a monopoly utility, Evergy
should be using the best available resources
and tech to run its business. Instead, it
continues to invest heavily in coal, a

generation source that is two to four times
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more expensive than reliable clean energy
options, as well as being harmful to human
health and the environment.

Eighty percent of coal plants in
the United States are more expensive to
operate than building and operating wind and
solar facilities, according to a recent report
from Energy Innovation.

As the climate warms, water
shortages become more common, even in
water-rich Missouri. According to NERC's
Reliability Assessment for 2022, drought
conditions can cause low water levels in the
rivers that are depended on by utilities for
cooling purposes, and this could create
reliability issues as climate change continues
to wreck havoc on our weather patterns.

And of course, climate change 1is
worsened by the burning of coal, creating a
vicious cycle of heat and drought that can be
catastrophic for grid reliability.

Look no further than the last two
weeks in St. Louis for ample evidence of
climate catastrophes. It's sort of a

harbinger of what is to come.
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Now, renewable's including wind

and solar, along with energy efficiency,

demand --
JUDGE HATCHER: Miss DeRose?
JENN DEROSE: Yes, sir.
JUDGE HATCHER: I see that you

are a party in the case, and I just want to
make sure that your testimony here at the
public hearing isn't overlapping with the

pre-filed testimony from Sierra Club.

JENN DEROSE: No, it should
not be.
JUDGE HATCHER: Okay. A
couple more minutes. Please go ahead.
JENN DEROSE: Oh, sure. Thank
you kindly.
So, where was I7? I guess we can

skip to the end.

I would really appreciate
disallowing continued investments in outdated
tech and modern modeling for future IRP's to
save customers money and invest in the health
and well being of our community.

And I do truly appreciate this

opportunity to testify. I really appreciate
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these public hearings.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you very
much. Are there any commissioner questions
for Miss DeRose?

Thank you all. Miss DeRose, you
are excused from our virtual witness stand, so
to speak.

I am going to circle back and ask

for the first two names of witnesses, and that

is Dawn Rice. Miss Dawn Rice and Beth Pauley.
Okay. I am not hearing anyone
speak up. Let's go ahead and open 1t to

anyone else that is on the Webex or the
call-in.
Anyone else wish to testify?
JOHN CLIZER: Your Honor, I
apologize. I assume that you mentioned this
earlier, but I want to remind participants
that anyone who has called in would need to

hit star six to un-mute themselves, otherwise

we will not be able to hear them. Sorry.
JUDGE HATCHER: No. Excellent
point. Excellent point.

If you have called in on a phone,

it is star six to un-mute.
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Thank you very much, Mr. Clizer.

I will give it one more minute,
and then we will go ahead and close our
hearing today.

Once again, we are looking for
testimony from Dawn Rice, Beth Pauley or
anyone interested from the Webex audience.

Okay. With that, I would like to
thank all of our participants today for their
testimony.

I would ask 1f there is any
closing remarks from any of our commissioners
today, and again for the record, we have all

five of our commissioners in attendance today.

MR. SILVEY: No remarks.

MR. Rupp: Thank you, Judge, I
have no remarks.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you,
Chairman. Thank you, Commissioner Rupp.

MR. HOLSMAN: Thank you,
Judge. No remarks.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank, you

Commissioner Holsman.
If anyone does have any additional

comments or they know of someone who could not
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be present and would like to make a comment,
you may make written comments by going to the
PSC's web page, and that's PSC.MO.GOV.
You can also ask gquestions of the
Office of the Public Counsel. Their web --
their e-mail address is MOPCOW@WOPC.MO.GOV.
This hearing 1is now adjourned and

we are off the record.
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I, STACY L. HEARST, a Certified
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hereby certify that the foregoing record was
reduced to writing by me; that this record is a
true and correct record of the statements
given, and that this record is now returned to
the Commission.

I further certify that I am
neither attorney nor counsel for nor related by
any of the parties to the action in which this
record 1is taken; further, that I am not a
relative or Plaintiff of any attorney or
counsel employed by the parties hereto or

financially interested in this action.

STACY L. HEARST

Missouri Certified Court Reporter #923

Dated: 8/8/22
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