© 0 N o o A~ w DN Pk

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Vol 6 Hearing

BEFORE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON
STATE OF M SSOURI

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
Local Public Hearing

Thur sday, February 23, 2023
6:37 ppm - 7:06 p.m

Held at the Gsage Community Center
Cape G rardeau, M ssouri
Reporter Appeared Renpte via WebEX

VOLUMVE 6
Pages 1 - 24

In the Matter of Union Electric )
Conpany d/ b/a Anmeren M ssouri's )
Tariffs to Adjust its Revenues )
for Electric Service )

Fil e No.
ER- 2022- 0337

KENNETH SEYER, Presi di ng
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE
MAI DA J. COLEMAN, Conmm ssi oner

JASON HOLSMVAN, Conm ssi oner
GLEN KOLKMEYER, Commi ssi oner

St enogr aphi cally Reported By:
Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640

Job No.: 140675

Page 1

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F.
www.lexitaslegal.com

LEXITAS




© 0 N o o A~ w DN Pk

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Vol 6 Hearing

APPEARANCES:
On behalf of Union Electric Conpany:

Banks Law LLC
1824 Chout eau Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63103

BY: ERI C BANKS, ESQ.
eri cbhanks@anksl aw | ¢c. com

On behalf of the Staff of the
Publ i c Service Comm ssi on:

M ssouri Public Service Comi ssi on
200 Madi son Street, Suite 800

PO Box 360

Jefferson Gty, MO 65101

BY: SCOIT STACEY, ESQ
Scott. St acey@sc. no. gov

On behalf of the Ofice of the Public Counsel:

Ofice of the Public Counsel
200 Madi son Street, Suite 650
PO Box 2230

Jefferson Gty, MO 65102

BY: NATHAN W LLI AMS, ESQ
nat han. w | | i ans@pc. no. gov

Page 2

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F.

www.lexitaslegal.com

LEXITAS




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N N N NN P PR R R R PP,
g A W N P O © W ~N O O » W N P O

Vol 6 Hearing

. . Page 3
The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 6:37 p.m:

JUDCGE SEYER Let's go on the record. Today
Is February 23, 2023. | had to check the tine. The
time is 6:37 ppm M nane is Ken Seyer. I|I'ma
Regul atory Law Judge with the M ssouri Public Service
Comm ssion and will preside over this hearing. The
Conm ssion has set this tine for a |local public hearing
in File No. ER-2022-0337, which is captioned as In the
Matter of Union Electric Conpany d/ b/a Ameren M ssouri's
Tariffs to Adjust Its Revenues for Electric Service.

The Comm ssion has scheduled this | ocal public
hearing to give nenbers of the public a chance to
comment about Ameren M ssouri's rate case. The M ssour
Public Service Conmm ssion regulates the rates charged by
public utility conpanies in Mssouri to ensure that
those rates are just and reasonable. The Comm ssion
al so regulates the quality of service and safety of the
operations of public utilities.

Anmeren M ssouri is a public utility under the
M ssouri statutes and as such is subject to regulation
by the Comm ssion. The Comm ssion is nmade up of five
Commi ssioners. The Conm ssioners are appoi nted by the
Governor to fixed terns and confirned by the Senate.

The Commi ssioners enploy a staff of engineers,

accountants, attorneys, financial analysts and ot her
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specialists in the field of utility regulation.

The Commi ssion currently has a vacancy, and so
there are currently four Comm ssioners. And we do have
Comm ssi oner Mai da Col eman here in person. And
Conmm ssi oner Hol sman, | heard you. Are there any other
Conm ssi oners on?

Al right. This is an official proceeding of
the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion, and the
statenents and testinony of witnesses will be recorded
by a court reporter and nust be given under oath. Once
the hearing testinony is transcribed, the Conm ssioners
wi |l have the opportunity to read all of the w tnesses
remarks. Know that the Conm ssioners val ue your
comments and i nput.

At this tinme, Conm ssioner Col eman, would you
| i ke to nmake an opening statenent or opening remark?

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you, Judge. Only
woul d li ke to say thank you for being here this evening
for participating in this community |ocal public
hearing. | look forward to any and every person that
m ght be speaking tonight to get your information.
Thank you very nuch.

JUDCGE SEYER  Conm ssi oner Hol sman, woul d you
| i ke to make any remarks?

COWMWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Just want to echo what
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Comm ssi oner Col eman had said. W appreciate you taking

the tine. We do listen to what you have to say and it
does matter. So thank you very nuch.

JUDGE SEYER: Thank you, Conm ssioner. There
are attorneys here tonight representing the parties in
this matter. For the record, would each of you identify
yoursel ves and state which party you're representing
begi nning with Aneren.

MR. BANKS:. Eric Banks appearing on behal f of
Uni on Electric Conpany d/b/a Areren M ssouri, 1824
Chout eau Avenue, St. Louis, Mssouri 63103.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. For the Comm ssion
Staff?

MR. STACEY: Scott Stacey, Counsel for Staff,
200 Madi son Street, Jefferson City, Mssouri 65101.

JUDGE SEYER: And for the Ofice of the Public
Counsel ?

MR. WLLIAVS: Nathan WIIlians, Chief Deputy
Publ i ¢ Counsel appearing on behalf of the Ofice of the
Public Counsel and the public. M address is PO Box
2230, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65102.

JUDGE SEYER: Are there any other attorneys
representing parties here tonight?

kay. The way this portion of the hearing

wi |l proceed tonight will be to call the nanes listed on
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the sign-up sheet in the order that they appear. Wen I

call your nane, please step up to the m crophone.

Bef ore you speak, | will place you under oath and ask
you to state and spell your nanme and then you can offer
your comments to the Conm ssion.

Per the Conmi ssion's order in this case,
comments tonight will be limted to five m nutes per
person. And then once you finish your coments, please
remain at the m crophone in case there are foll ow up
questions fromthe Conm ssioners or the attorneys for
the parties. Please understand that the Conm ssioners
won't be able to answer any of your questions today,
because they have to remain inpartial and only consider
evi dence presented at the evidentiary hearing in this
matter which is currently scheduled to begin on April
3rd.

The Conmm ssion has not nmade any decisions in
this case as to Aneren Mssouri's rates and ot her
matters in this case. The Comm ssion is interested in
your comments and will use themto help make their
decision. If you have coments after the hearing or if
you're unable to stay and give your conments in person,
you may submt themvia the Public Service Comm ssion's
website psc.no.gov. And if you do nmake comrents on the

website, please reference this Case No. ER-2022-0037.
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case nunber. It's 0337.

apol ogi ze.

list. The first nane is Stanley Hendrix. |Is
M. Hendrix here? And then the other nane | have i
John St agg.

MR STAGG Here.

step up to the mcrophone. Before you get started,

truth and nothing but the truth?

could, you mght need to be a little closer to the
m cr ophone.
JOHN STAGG

havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

Page 7

MR WLLIAMS: | believe you msstated the

JUDCGE SEYER  Sorry about that. Thank you,
M. WIllians. The case number is ER 2022-0337, 0337. |

Al right. And so we have two nanes on the

S

JUDGE SEYERT M. Stagg, would you like to

woul d you raise your right hand, please, to be sworn in.
Thank you. Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony

you give in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole

MR STAGG It is the truth as far as | know.
JUDGE SEYER: All right. M. Stagg, if you

MR. STAGG My nane is John Stagg, J-o0-h-n
S-t-a-g-g. |I'ma senior citizen. |I'mretired. Here's
ny bill. See ny bill for ny doubl e-w de nobile hone.
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FACI LI TATOR: Coul d you speak into the m ke,

pl ease.

MR. STAGG Here's ny bill. This is ny bill.
"' m sure none of you have a bill this high. | have a
little statement | wote up. I'mgoing to read it here.

Aneren wants to raise our rates to pay for
t heir woke agenda, solar panels, windmlls, which are
unsustai nable. Submtting to the radical agenda of the
EPA gestapo is causing electric utility rates to becone
unsust ai nable. W are burdened with double interest
rates thanks to the Biden regine and 20 percent
i nflation.

We don't need Aneren and the utility
comm ssion to continue to raise our utility rates to a
poi nt where we can no |onger afford to pay our utility
bills. Qur wages have not increased. Neither have
retirement benefits, certainly not mne for us seniors.

Yet Aneren can afford to send their |obbyists
to Jefferson Gty and bribe politicians to | ook the
ot her way.

Ameren pays their executives huge salaries and
| want to -- oops, excuse ne. W have -- | don't know
If this is backwards. | think it's Baxter \Warner,

Baxter Warner, he's getting $8,371,478 annually. Nelson
G egory, he's getting $1,552,890 yearly. Here we have
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Martin Lyons here, or is it Lyons Martin, | don't know
It's $3,100 -- I'msorry, well, it's $3 mllion. He's

getting $3 mllion, just over $3 mllion a year.
M chael Moehn, $2, 369, 137. And so he's getting al nost
$2.5 mllion a year. Fadi Dya, $1,915,393 a year.
Ri chard Mark, $2,028,542. And sone other guy, | can't
pronounce his nanme, it's sone foreign nanme, but he's
maki ng over a mllion. So these people are naking
mllions of dollars every year. They nake nore noney
than I make in ny whole Iife. And how-- And I'm paying
for it. And the problemwth Aneren is it's a nonopoly.
It's a nonopoly. So they can do whatever they want.

Anyway, you people tell us to go to our | ocal
agencies if we are unable to pay our electric bills.
Well, the only agency in ny area is East M ssouri Action
agency, and they run out of noney before we even apply
for assistance. | nean, the druggies, they don't have
any inconme. So of course they run to Areren and Aneren
gi ves those druggi es noney. And they even when decent
people need it, there's no noney left. So forget about
East M ssouri Action agency. They're the only ones |
know of around.

On the other hand, Ameren just gave $1 mllion
to sone organi zation called Beyond Housing in north St.

Louis County, which | mght add, |I'mnot prejudiced but
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| think Ameren is, because these people in north St.

Louis County are all blacks. They're all black people.
Now, is there anything wong wth hel pi ng bl ack peopl e
out? None. It's fine. Wy don't they help us out too.
| mean, where is the financial assistance for the rest
of the 1.2 mllion Aneren custoners, because we don't
see any.

So | think this whole thing with Areren has
been a scam and continues to be a scamand it's going to
continue to be a scamuntil we get sone decent
comm ssioners in there that's going to say enough is
enough. So |'m done.

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Thank you, M. Stagg.
Conmi ssi oner Col eman, do you have any questions?

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN: | wanted to get a
clarification on the spelling of your nane. 1Is it
S-t-a-g-g or S-t-o0-g-g?

MR, STAGG S-t-a-g-g.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  And pronounce it again
for nme.

MR, STAGG St agg.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Stagg. Thank you very
much.

MR. STAGG My concern is you people won't |et

me ask you questions but then you can ask ne questi ons.
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So why should | answer any questions if you won't.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  So the reason the
Comm ssioners can't ask, it's because we have to only
receive specific information. W can't just cone to
this hearing, ask questions specific to your situation
relative to your rates or your concerns, being you're
not at the next hearing for us to put that on record.

MR. STAGG There's ny situation right there,
ny situation right there. | tell you, | really think
that Areren is like a mafia organization. That's the
way | look at them Just organized crine.

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Comm ssioner Hol sman, do
you have any questions?

COWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  No questi ons, Judge.
Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: All right.

MR WLLIAMS: Judge, if | may.

JUDGE SEYER: Yes. M. WIIlians.

MR WLLIAVS: M. Stagg, may | ask a few
guestions?

MR. STAGG Well, you can try. | may not
answer them

MR WLLIAMS: Well, you brought sone
docunents with you. One you indicated is your bill. Is

t hat a docunent you want the Conm ssion to see?
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MR. STAGG No, |I'mjust showing them |

al ready showed them |'mnot going to put it in the
record or anything |ike that.

MR WLLIAVS: That's fine. It |ooked |like
you read sone ot her docunents. Let's see. You were
tal king about, | believe, Aneren enpl oyee sal aries.
Were you reading that off of a docunent?

MR. STAGG  Yeah.

MR WLLIAVS: Wuld you |ike to make that
docunent part of the --

MR. STAGG No, it's public record. You can
| ook it up yourself.

MR WLLIAVS: And you indicated that your
bill is for a double-wide trailer?

MR. STAGG Yes. It's a double-w de nobile.
Those things don't work very good and | have all
electricity. | don't have any natural gas or anything.

MR. WLLIAVS: That was ny question what you
were using for heating.

MR. STAGG Yeah, that's all | have. Natural
gas doesn't cone out to where | live at that rural area.

MR WLLIAMS: And are you on a fixed incone

now?
MR. STAGG  Yes.
MR WLLIAMS: That's all the questions |
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have. Thank you.

MR STAGG Yeah, I'mon a fixed incone. |
get ny retirenent, which is very little, fromny job. |
get a little social security. And I've got five people
in nmy house. My adult daughters. You know, you know
how it is with young people now. They can't afford to
live any nore. So they're stuck living at honme with
their old parents. And they're going to college. So
they're not just wasting their lives away. They
couldn't afford to -- a 25-year-old girl, you're not
going to be able to just go out on the street and get a
decent job and make a living. You know, they have to go
to college or they're not going to get anywhere, you
know. So |I'm supporting ny kids.

MR. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER: Are there any questions fromthe
attorneys for the other parties? M. Stacey?

MR. STACEY: No questions.

JUDGE SEYER: M. Banks?

MR BANKS: No, thank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Thank you, M.

Stagg. M. Stagg is the last nane on the [ist that |
have. |s there anyone el se here who would |ike to offer
testinony today? Yes, sir. Go ahead. |If you don't

m nd, step up to the m crophone.
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MR. STARNES: Tom Starnes, Jr.

JUDCGE SEYER  Coul d you spell that |ast nane,
pl ease.

MR. STARNES: S-t-a-r-n-e-s.

JUDGE SEYER All right. M. Starnes, would
you rai se your right hand so I can swear you in. Thank
you. Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you give
in this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and
not hi ng but the truth?

MR. STARNES: Yes.

JUDGE SEYER  Thank you. Please do try to
speak into the m crophone.

TOM STARNES, JR
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

MR. STARNES: |It's interesting there's an
attorney for the Conpany, there's an attorney for the
Comm ssion, there's an attorney for the public, the
cust onmers?

MR. WLLIAMS: Correct.

MR. STARNES: Wiat do you do for the
cust oners?

MR WLLIAVS: W take issues with sone of the
itenms that the utilities rely on for supporting their
rate requests. For exanple, one of the things that the

Comm ssion does is give a return on investnent, capital
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i nvestnent. And different people have different

opi ni ons about what that return should be. W have a

W t ness who's sponsoring a position that results in
about an $80 million I ess than what Staff's position is,
which is | believe on the order of $40 million | ess than
Ameren M ssouri's position in the case.

MR. STARNES: Throughout the year do you have
contact or correspondence fromthe public giving you
i nformation or putting requests or questions to you --

MR WLLIAVS: W do --

MR STARNES: -- besides this kind of a
meeti ng?

MR WLLIAVS: Yes, we do. Anyone -- W get
contacted by the public. Sonetines they're referred
fromthe Comm ssion Staff and sonetines they contact us
directly. W' re open to that.

MR. STARNES: And do you cover other conpanies
and other utilities besides Ameren and besides electric?

MR WLLIAVS: Yes. | nean, the
publicly-owned Conm ssion-regul ated water utilities,
sewer utilities, gas utilities.

MR. STARNES. Okay. Well, | guess the
custoners would like to see kind of nore input fromyou
or nmore vocal, like to see you to be nore enpathetic to

the custoners and just sone kind of results. | think |
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asked you awhile ago are you with Anmeren. So are you a

MR. BANKS: |'mone of Aneren's outside
counsel s.

MR. STARNES. Yeah, you're your own law firm
that has Aneren as a client?

MR. BANKS:. That's correct.

MR. STARNES: So in a little bit in a
roundabout way you're a little bit wth Areren kind of.
It's just deceptive to sit out here and pretend to be
one of us when you're one of them | don't appreciate
t hat .

MR. STAGG | don't appreciate it.

MR. STARNES. It's dirty. Set some chairs up
there and sit on that side. Don't sit out here and
pretend to be one of us and pretend |ike there's 30
people here but they're all just afraid to talk when
there's really only two or three people here, you know.
That's not a good set up.

|"ve been told in other states the utilities
are -- sonetines they're state owned or state run,
they're not private corporations. And we need sone kind
of nore conpetition, sonme additional conpetition. And
once upon a tinme with Ronal d Reagan he broke up AT&T

because they were considered a nonopoly, and the justice
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departnment and the presidents have been asleep at the

wheel for decades now. And we -- | guess you' ve got the
corporations -- | guess that's one reason you give
political contributions that you re ashanmed to admt how
much it is so you won't tell us. And if we ever had
anot her Reagan cone along that would be willing to slow
down nonopolies or break themup, that's the only thing
that's going to help individual Americans, single
custonmers. Because you talk to the people out here in
the public, they're not happy with Ameren and they're
not happy wth the Public Service Conm ssion either.

And how nuch -- Wat's the annual pay of
Public Service Conmm ssion people for Mssouri? That's

anot her nunber we're afraid to tal k about ?

JUDGE SEYER: Well, | mean, it's public
record. You can Google it, I'msure.
MR. STARNES: |'mnot sitting in front of an

I nternet conputer at the nmonment. That's another thing
we' re ashaned to talk about. There nust be sonme guilt
there or sonething. Wy are we ashaned? Could | get a
card fromyou, Ofice of the Public Counsel ?

MR W LLI AVS: Sur e.

MR. STARNES: | didn't catch your nane
earlier.
MR. WLLIAVMS: Certainly.
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MR. STARNES. Perm ssion to approach.

MR WLLIAMS: But | do want to rem nd you the
purpose of this part of the proceeding is for you to
express views, not to ask questions really.

MR. STARNES. Okay. Well, this is maybe

sonmebody to reference or contact in the future. So

t hank you.

MR. WLLIAMS: You're quite wel cone.

JUDGE SEYER |I'msorry? o ahead.

MR WLLIAMS: | was just telling himhe's
wel cone.

JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Thank you, M. WIIians.
If you don't mnd, M. WIllianms, there's also the enai
address for the Public Counsel office is opcservice --

MR WLLIAVS: On ny card is nmy enail address.

JUDCGE SEYER (Okay. General comments to the
Ofice of the Public Counsel is opcservice@pc. no.gov, |
bel i eve.

Al right. M. Starnes, if you wouldn't m nd,
"1l check wth the Comm ssioners. Comm ssi oner
Col eman, do you have any questions? All right.
Commi ssi oner Hol sman?

COWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  No questions, Judge.

JUDGE SEYER: All right. Thank you. Any

qguestions fromthe attorneys?
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MR, W LLI AMS:

MR. BANKS:

JUDGE SEYER:
you, M. Starnes.

MR, STARNES:
sonebody as Judge.
Judge?

JUDCGE SEYER:

And | personally wll

grant the rate request,
MR, STARNES:
JUDCGE SEYER:
MR, STARNES:
JUDGE SEYER:

MR. STAGG |
little question.

MR WLLI AMVS:

JUDGE SEYER

ahead,

No,

What's that nean?

that's scheduled to start Apri

judge we preside over the hearing but

who would |i ke to nake comrents?

MR STAGG Well,

i f you don't m nd,

Page 19
No, thank you.
t hank you, Your Honor.
Al right. Thank you. Thank

A nmonent ago they referred to

What's t hat nean,

| ama regulatory |aw judge.

not be conducting the hearing

4t h, but | do conduct

hearings for the Public Service Conm ssion and so as a

it's ultimately

ri ght now four Conm ssioners that decide on whether to

rate increase request.

And you're not a Comm ssi oner?

"' m not a Conm ssi oner, no.
Thank you.
Al'l right. |Is there anyone el se

Ckay.

have a question. Can | ask one
O whont?

It's just a sinple question.
M. Stagg, why don't you go

use the m crophone.
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MR. STAGG Yes, |'mhappy to doit, if | have

your perm ssion to do it.

JUDCGE SEYER  You have ny perm ssion.

MR. STAGG Mss or Ms. Coleman, are you a
Conm ssi oner ?

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Yes, | am

MR. STAGG And you're the only Conm ssioner
her e?

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN: W have a Commi ssi oner
onl i ne.

MR. STAGG That's right. You have one on the
TV or whatever. Ckay. So we have two Conmm ssioners.

So two out of four. That's a better average than we
usually get. W usually get one if we're l[ucky but
usual |y none. So thank you.

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you, sir.

THE STENOGRAPHER:  Judge, Conmi ssi oner
Kol kneyer is also on the |ine.

JUDGE SEYER:  Conmi ssi oner Kol kneyer, do you
have any questions for M. Starnes or M. Stagg for that
mat ter?

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  No, not at this tine.
Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you,

Comm ssi oner. Conm ssi oner Col eman, would you like to
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make any cl osing remarks?

COWM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Thank you to both of
you gentl enen for your attendance tonight, and for your
informati on we do take into consideration what we hear
fromthose who feel the desire to cone before the
Conm ssioners and to present information to us. M/ hope
Is that during the question and answer phase you were
able to ask and receive answers to any questions that
you m ght have had and do know and understand that those
that are in this roomthat are wth the Conpany, that
are wth the Ofice of the Public Counsel and with the
PSC Staff are available at any time to address your
concerns. Feel free to reach out to any of these
entities in the future. | appreciate you being here.
Thank you.

JUDGE SEYER  Conmi ssi oner Hol sman, woul d you
| i ke to make any cl osing remarks?

COWMM SSI ONER HOLSMAN: | just want to say

t hank you for taking the tine to testify. Have a good

eveni ng.
JUDGE SEYER:  Conm ssi oner Kol kneyer.
COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Yes, thank you,
Judge. | just want to tell those that testified this

eveni ng thanks for comng out. Thank you for your

testinony and hope everyone has a good evening. Thank
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you, Judge.

JUDGE SEYER: Al right. So if there's
nothing further, this hearing is now adjourned and we
are off the record.

(Ther eupon, the proceedi ngs concluded at 7:06

p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Comm ssion Local Public hearing; that all of the
W t nesses were sworn in by nme; and that the transcri pt,
pages 1 through 23, is a true record of ny stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml financially interested in the action.

Dated this 3rd day of March, 2023.

By Jean Borted

Beverly JeaﬁjBentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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