STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 29th day of April, 2004.

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks
)

and Aquila Networks-L&P for Expedited Approval of
)
Case No. ET-2004-0553

Tariffs Regarding Line Extensions in the Aquila

)
Tariff No. YE-2004-01304

Networks-L&P Service Area.


)

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF SHEETS

On April 23, 2004, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks and Aquila Networks-L&P filed proposed revised tariff sheets, with an effective date of May 23, 2004, designed to provide a six-month transition period for the new line extension policy that will apply to Aquila Networks-L&P service area.  The transition period is to allow time for the company to inform and educate customers about the change.  Additionally, it will allow builders and developers time to complete current projects under the policy in effect at the time the projects were begun and to include the changes in their cost estimates and contracts for future projects.  With its tariff sheets, Aquila filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Aquila requests that the Commission approve the tariff sheets to become effective on May 5, 2004, to begin the phase-in period sooner.

The Staff of the Commission filed its memorandum on April 27, 2004.  Staff recommends that the Commission approve the proposed revised tariffs.  Staff emphasizes that that the tariff sheets serve only to establish a phase-in period for the new line extension policy.  Staff adds that the “proposed tariff sheets will allow the terms and conditions for line extensions that were in effect before April 22, 2004, to be available to customers through October 22, 2004, in addition to those now in effect.”  Staff states that “good cause” for expedited treatment exists because customers will not be harmed since those customers will be able to elect which terms and conditions apply.  

The Commission has considered the proposed tariff sheets, finds them to be lawful and will approve them.  Section 393.140 RSMo (2000) states that the Commission, for good cause shown, may allow changes to tariffs with less than a 30-day notice “under conditions as [the Commission] may prescribed.”  The Commission has prescribed such conditions under Commission rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(16), which states that a party seeking expedited treatment shall state the date by which the party desires the Commission to act, the benefit that will accrue, a statement concerning the effect on the company’s customers if the Commission acts expeditiously and that the pleading was filed as soon as it could have been.  The Commission finds that Aquila has satisfied these requirements and will approve the tariffs to become effective on May 5, 2004.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks and Aquila Networks-L&P’s motion for expedited treatment is granted.

2. That the following tariff sheets, filed by Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks and Aquila Networks-L&P, are approved to become effective on May 5, 2004:

                                    P.S.C. MO No. 1                                    
1st Revised Sheet No. R-2, Canceling Original Sheet No. R-2

1st Revised Sheet No. R-54, Canceling Original Sheet no. R-54

3. That this order shall become effective on May 5, 2004

4. That this case may be closed on May 6, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Murray, and 

Clayton, CC., concur.

Jones, Regulatory Law Judge
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