STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 15th day of October, 2002.

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company’s
)
Case No. ET-2002-1058
Proposed Changes to Extension Rules and Charges to
)
Tariff No. 200200888
New Customers.







)

ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT

SYLLABUS:  This order approves a unanimous stipulation and agreement regarding tariffs that modify the electric line extension rules of The Empire District Electric Company.  The order also authorizes Empire to file tariff sheets and to comply with the terms of the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement.

On April 17, 2002, Empire filed proposed tariff sheets designed to modify its electric line extension rules.  Empire’s tariff bore an effective date of May 17, 2002.  The tariff was suspended by the Commission until March 14, 2003.  On May 13, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to consolidate this case with Empire’s general rate case.

On August 22, 2002, the parties jointly filed a unanimous stipulation and agreement regarding the line extension policy.  Staff filed suggestions in support of the stipulation and agreement on September 6, 2002.

Empire is a public utility engaged in providing electric service in Missouri.  The Missouri Public Service Commission has jurisdiction over the services, activities, and rates of Empire pursuant to Sec​tion 386.250 and Chapter 393, RSMo.

The parties agreed to the resolution of all issues and set forth the following specific resolutions:

A.
That the Commission should approve the revised line extension policy contained in the illustrative tariff sheets attached to the agreement. 

B.
That the new line extension policy will take effect on February 1, 2003.

C.
That if the Commission approves the agreement, Empire will withdraw its pending tariff sheets and the Office of the Public Counsel and Staff will withdraw their motions to suspend the tariff sheets.

D.
That the changes to Empire’s line extension policy will not result in any material change to Empire’s revenue requirement and therefore will not require a revenue requirement adjustment in the pending general rate case.

Staff supports the agreed‑to changes to Empire’s line extension policy because the changes do not affect individual customers, either residential or nonresidential.  Staff also states that the agreed‑to tariff sheets are not as confusing or restrictive as the original tariff sheets.  Staff supports the change in the line extension policy which would require developers in some instances to make a contribution in aid of construction when an extension is for an apartment building or mobile home park.  Staff also says that it supports the change to Empire’s policy that requires developers to pay, in advance, the entire cost of construction to residential subdivisions, with a portion of the cost being refunded when the new dwelling is occupied.

The Commission has the legal authority to accept a stipulation and agreement as offered by the parties as a resolution of issues raised in this case.
  In the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement, the parties specifically waived their rights to present testimony, to cross‑examine witnesses, to present oral argument or briefs, to cross‑examine witnesses, to have the transcript read by the Commission, and to judicial review.  The Commission may grant the relief requested based on the agreement.

The Commission has reviewed the unanimous agreement and Staff’s suggestions in support of the agreement and determines that it should be approved.  The Commission will authorize Empire to file revised tariff sheets for the Commission’s approval consistent with the agreement and in substantial conformance with the illustrative tariff sheets attached as Appendix A to the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement filed on August 22, 2002, by The Empire District Electric Company, the Staff of the Public Service Commission, and the Office of the Public Counsel is hereby approved.  The agreement is attached to this order as Attachment 1.
2. That the tariff sheets filed by The Empire District Electric Company on May 6, 2002, (Tariff No. 200200888) are rejected.
3. That The Empire District Electric Company is authorized to file revised tariff sheets in conformance with the illustrative tariff sheets attached as Appendix A to the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement. 

4. That this order shall become effective on October 25, 2002.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe,

Gaw, and Forbis, CC., concur.

Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law Judge

� Case No. ER-2002-424, In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the Missouri Service Area of the Company.


� Section 536.060, RSMo Supp. 2001.
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