BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the matter of the tariff filing of Laclede
)
Case No. GT-2003-0032

Gas Company.




)

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S RESPONSE

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and for its Response to the tariff sheets filed in the above referenced matter and to the Joint Motion for Expedited Treatment states as follows:

1.
On July 25, 2003, Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede”) filed revised tariff sheets regarding its release of certain transportation capacity in connection with the Experimental School Aggregation Service (“ESAS”) and a Motion for Expedited Treatment. 

2.
On July 25, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Directing Filing directing Public Counsel to file its response to the tariff filing and motion for expedited treatment no later than July 30, 2003.

3.
Public Counsel has quickly reviewed the proposed tariffs and generally supports them.  However, Public Counsel cannot support the language in paragraph J. Incremental Costs found on tariff sheets 44 and 45.  This language amounts to preapproval for recovery of any and all incremental costs remaining with respect to the capacity related to serve the load previously required by the schools from customers, especially residential customers.  

4.
Public Counsel does not believe that it is appropriate for the Commission to preapprove recovery of any costs.  Therefore, Public Counsel requests that the Commission order paragraph J deleted from the proposed tariffs.

5.
Public Counsel firmly believes that all costs should be subject to review during the actual cost adjustment (“ACA”) proceedings.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel requests the Commission approve these tariffs only with the modifications recommended by Public Counsel in paragraph 4 of this Response.  And Public Counsel requests that the Commission make clear in its order that all gas costs will be subject to review in subsequent ACA proceedings.
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I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to the following counsel of record on this 28th day of July, 2003.
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