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TASK FORCE REPORT

1. The Commission established this Task Force by its March 3, 2004 Order. The
Commission noted that the price of natural gas had increased from $2.50 per MCF in 2000 to
more than $5.00 per MCF at that time. The Task Force notes that the futures price of natural gas
is now more than $8.00 pr MCF for the heating season months of 2005/2006. The Task Force
was able to recommend improvements to the Commission’s Cold Weather Rule in time for
implementation for the 2004/2005 heating season, and completes its commitment to the
Commission by filing its final Report today.

2. The attached Report represents a substantial investment of time, and effort by
every member of the Task Force. It reflects areas of agreement on a number of steps that would
make energy bills more affordable for Missourians, and a number of items for Commission
consideration on which there was not consensus.

WHEREFORE, the Task Force respectfully submits its Final Report for the

Commission’s consideration.
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