STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 19th day of September, 2002.

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Laclede Gas
)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0032
Company.


)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0048

ORDER REGARDING MOTIONS TO AMEND

PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On September 18, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a Motion to Revise Procedural Schedule and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Staff notes that after consulting with the other parties, Staff proposes that the procedural schedule be amended by changing the filing dates for testimony, the issues list and the position statements, and by moving the hearing date from October 3, 2002, to October 7, 2002.  Staff notes that it has been informed that the Office of the Public Counsel, the Board of Education of the City of St. Louis, Laclede Gas Company, and the Missouri School Boards’ Association (MSBA) have no objection to Staff’s proposal.  Although Staff does not clearly address the scheduling conflict, Case No. GT‑2003‑0034 is currently scheduled for hearing on October 7, 2002.  However, Staff does state that it anticipates that a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement will be filed in Case No. GT‑2003‑0034.  Nonetheless, nothing has been filed in GT‑2003‑0034 that indicates that the parties in that case believe the filing of a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement is imminent.

Also on September 18, 2002, MSBA filed a Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule, requesting that the hearing be moved from October 3, 2002, to October 7, 2002.  The motion notes that counsel for MSBA has a long‑scheduled engagement will take him out of the country until October 4, 2002, and consequently, he will not be able to participate in the October 3, 2002, hearing.  MSBA acknowledges that a hearing in Case No. GT‑2003‑0034 is currently scheduled for October 7, 2002; however, movant states that it is its “best information and belief” that the issues in that proceeding will be resolved through the filing of a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement.

The Commission has reviewed the requests to amend the procedural schedule and change the hearing date, and notes that when Staff filed its original proposed procedural schedule on August 26, 2002, Staff indicated that MSBA  did not object to the filing.  The Commis​sion issued an order adopting the parties’ proposed procedural schedule on August 29, 2002.  Counsel for MSBA does not explain why he agreed to the proposed procedural schedule less than four weeks ago but now finds that the date conflicts with a “long scheduled engagement that will take him out of the country” on October 3, 2002.  In addition, counsel for MSBA does not explain why another attorney from his firm would not be able to adequately represent MSBA at the hearing on October 3, 2002.

As the parties are well aware, the Commission may not extend the effective date of the tariff filing beyond November 1, 2002, and the case is already on a tight schedule.  Consequently, postponing the hearing by even a few days will make it substantially more difficult for the Commission to issue its Report and Order in a timely manner.  Moreover, the Commission notes that Union Electric Company, a party to Case No. GT‑2002‑0034, has made no filing indicating that it expects that a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement will be filed in that case.  The Commission is quite reluctant to reschedule the hearing in this case for the same date as the hearing in Case No. GT‑2003‑0034.

Therefore, the Commission will deny the parties’ requests to amend or revise the procedural schedule by moving the hearing date.  However, as direct testimony is due in one day, on September 20, 2002, the Commission will slightly revise the dates for the filing of testimony, the issues list and position statements.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Revise Procedural Schedule and Motion of Expedited Treatment, filed by the Staff of the Commission on September 18, 2002, is denied.

2. That the Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule, filed by the Missouri School Boards’ Association on September 18, 2002, is denied.

3. That the procedural schedule will be revised slightly as follows:

Direct Testimony
September 23, 2002



12:00 p.m.

Statement of Issues
September 25, 2002

Position Statements, Witness List,
September 27, 2002

Order of Cross-examination, and
12:00 p.m.

Rebuttal Testimony

Evidentiary Hearing
October 3, 2002



8:30 a.m.

Proposed Findings of Fact,
October 9, 2002

Conclusions of Law, and Briefs

The hearing will be held in Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the hearing should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing.

That this order shall become effective on September 23, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe,

Gaw, and Forbis, CC., concur.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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