BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company

)

of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing
)
Case No. ER-2002-424
Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the
)
Tariff No. 200200743

Missouri Service Area of the Company.




)

ORDER CHANGING PROCEDURAL DATES

This order grants The Empire District Electric Company’s and all the parties’ motions to continue the date for the filing of Staff Testimony and for the filing of rate design testimony of all the parties.

On August 16, 2002, Empire filed a motion requesting that the Commission extend the date for the filing of Staff’s direct testimony until August 23, 2002.  Also, on August 16, 2002, the Commission granted Staff an extension of the time to file its testimony to August 19, 2002.

On August 19 2002, the parities jointly filed a motion requesting that the date for the filing of Staff direct testimony regarding revenue requirement issues be continued from August 16, 2002, until August 23, 2002.  The parties stated that the continuance would “assist in the just and efficient processing of this case.”  The parties also requested that the Commission extend the filing date for all parties filing rate design issues from August 23, 2002, until August 30, 2002.

All the parties agree to the request and the request does not otherwise interfere with the procedural schedule.  Therefore, the Commission finds that the request is reasonable and both motions should be granted.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Continue Date for Filing of Staff Testimony filed on August 16, 2002, is granted.

2. That the Joint Motion of All Parties to Continue Date for Filing of Staff Testimony filed on August 19, 2002, is granted.

3. That the direct testimony of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission regarding revenue requirement issues shall be filed no later than August 23, 2002.

4. That the direct testimony of all parties, except The Empire District Electric Company, regarding rate design issues, shall be filed no later than August 30, 2002.

5. That this order shall become effective on August 23, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 21st day of August, 2002.
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