BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of
)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0032
Laclede Gas Company
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On July 25, 2003, Laclede Gas Company filed revised tariff sheets to implement certain changes to its experimental school gas aggregation program after Governor Holden signed legislation affecting the gas aggregation statute.  The tariff sheets bear an effective date of August 28.  With the tariff, Laclede, together with the Missouri School Boards’ Association and the Board of Education of the City of St. Louis, filed a motion for expedited treatment, requesting Commission approval by August 6. 

On July 28, the Office of the Public Counsel and the Staff of the Commission filed pleadings in which they raised concerns about the tariffs, particularly a provision that guarantees Laclede recovery of certain costs associated with the gas aggregation program.  On July 30, Staff filed a second pleading, entitled Staff Response to Tariff.  Therein, Staff suggested that the Commission grant it until August 8 to file its memorandum and recommendation, with a view to acting on the proposed tariff by August 15.  

On August 1, Laclede filed a response to Staff and Public Counsel, arguing that their concerns over pre-approval are misplaced.  On August 4, the Missouri School Boards' Association filed a response that stated that "the experimental natural gas aggregation program contemplated in the Laclede tariff filing will fail due to lack of time to implement  the program if the tariff is not approved by the Commission by August 15, 2003."  The School Boards do not explain why August 15 is the latest date on which the Commission may act.  

The Commission will take up Staff's suggestion of July 30, and direct that Staff file its formal memorandum and recommendation not later than August 8, 2003.  This will permit the Commission to act on the tariff by August 15, as both Staff and the School Boards suggest.  The Commission will also direct the School Boards to file a further pleading explaining in detail why action by August 15 is required.  Finally, the Commission will set  an on-the-record presentation for Wednesday, August 13.  This proceeding may be cancelled if it is not necessary in the light of Staff's memorandum and recommendation.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall, by 4:00 p.m. on August 8, 2003, file its memorandum and recommendation with respect to the proposed tariff sheets filed by Laclede Gas Company on July 25, 2003, advising the Commission whether to approve or reject the same and stating reasons sufficient to support its position.  Staff shall serve its memorandum and recommendation on all other parties no later than the same day that they are filed with the Commission.

2. That other parties may file responses to Staff's memorandum and recommendation no later than 4:00 p.m. on August 12, 2003.

3. That the Missouri School Boards Association shall, and other parties may, file a pleading by 4:00 p.m. on August 8, 2003, explaining why the Commission must act on the proposed tariff sheets by August 15, 2003.

4. That an on-the-record presentation shall be held on August 13, 2003, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The on-the-record presentation shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 310.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility require​ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference. 

That this order shall become effective on August 8, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 5th day of August, 2003.
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