BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Tariff Revisions of Missouri

)

Gas Energy, a Division of Southern Union

)
Case No. GR-2001-292
Company, Designed to Increase Rates for Natural
)

Gas Service to Customers in the Missouri Service
)

Area of the Company




)

ORDER DIRECTING RESPONSE TO MISSOURI GAS ENERGY’S MOTION FOR CLARIFICATION


On January 9, 2004, Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, filed a Motion for Clarification Regarding Experimental Low Income Rate.  MGE’s motion concerns an experimental low-income rate - known by the acronym ELIR - that was established in MGE’s last general rate case.  The ELIR was designed to last for two years but, as low income customers began taking services under the ELIR in January, February, March, and April, 2002, it is not certain when the two-year period should end and the program expire.  MGE indicates that it has sufficient resources available to continue the ELIR and requests that the program remain operational at least through April 1, 2004, the end of the winter heating season.  

The Commission will require a recommendation from its Staff before it rules on MGE’s motion for clarification.  The Commission also welcomes recommendations from other parties and will establish a date for submission of such recommendations by any party that wishes to be heard. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the Staff of the Commission shall file a recommendation regarding Missouri Gas Energy’s Motion for Clarification Regarding Experimental Low Income Rate no later than January 21, 2004.

2.
That any other party that wishes to file a recommendation regarding Missouri Gas Energy’s Motion for Clarification Regarding Experimental Low Income Rate may do so no later than January 21, 2004. 
3.
That this order shall become effective on January 13, 2004.

                                  




BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 13th day of January, 2004.
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