




                       
 STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 4th day of November, 2003.

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Purchased
)

Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in
)
Case No. GR-2002-1103

its 2001-2002 Actual Cost Adjustment



)


ORDER GRANTING VARIANCE AND GRANTING 

MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

Syllabus:  This order approves Laclede Gas Company’s request for variance from its Budget Billing tariff and grants its Motion for Expedited Treatment.

On October 24, 2003, Laclede Gas Company filed an Application for Variance to Make an Accelerated Adjustment to Budget Billing Plan Amounts and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Laclede’s current Budget Billing Plan tariff provisions only allow Laclede to adjust the Budget Billing Plan amounts twice annually, once in January and once in July.  Laclede asks the Commission for a one-time variance from its tariff so Laclede can reduce its Budget Billing Plan amounts beginning with the customer bills to be mailed on November 6.  

Laclede asks the Commission for expedited treatment, and to approve the variance no later than November 4.  On October 27, because of Laclede’s Motion for Expedited Treatment, the Commission ordered its Staff to file its Recommendation no later than October 29.

Staff filed its Memorandum and Recommendation on October 29.  Staff states that Laclede’s proposal would result in Budget Billing Plan payments that more closely reflect Laclede’s cost of supplying gas.  Also, Staff believes a variance now would reduce the amount of over-recovery Laclede might make in January when the next Budget Billing adjustment is due.  Staff further stated the variance would reduce Budget Billing Plan payment amounts for consumers at the beginning of the winter heating season, and would also allow Laclede to adjust its Budget Billing Plan payment about the same time it revises its Purchased Gas Adjustment rates for customers not on the Budget Billing Plan.  For those reasons, Staff recommends the Commission approve the variance. 

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.060(4) allows the Commission to grant an applicant a variance from its tariff provisions if the applicant shows good cause.  The Commission has reviewed the variance request and Staff’s Memorandum and Recommendation, and finds that Laclede has shown good cause for the variance.  The Commission will grant the variance.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(16) allows the Commission to give expedited treatment to applications upon a showing of the harm that will be avoided, or the benefit that will accrue, should the Commission grant a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  The Commission finds Laclede has shown a benefit of reduced rates for its Budget Billing Plan customers, and reduction of over-recovery from those customers, if the Commission grants Laclede’s Motion for Expedited Treatment.  The Commission will grant the motion.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Application for Variance to Make an Accelerated Adjustment to Budget Billing Plan Amounts and Motion for Expedited Treatment is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on November 4, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Murray, Simmons, Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge 
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