BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas


)   

Company’s Tariff to Revise Natural

)
 Case No. GR-2002-356
Gas Rate Schedules.



)

MOTION TO SUSPEND TARIFF, TO DENY LACLEDE’S REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT and 

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT  


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and in support of its Motion to Suspend Tariff and Motion to Deny Laclede’s Request for Expedited Treatment and Request for Expedited Treatment states:  


1.  On January 25, 2002, Laclede submitted tariff sheets to the Commission to implement a general rate increase for the provision of natural gas service to its customers in its Missouri service area.


2.  Following lengthy negotiations, the Parties to the case joined or did not object to three Stipulations and Agreements in the case that were designed to settle all issues.


3.  On October 3, 2002, following an on-the-record presentation, the Commission issued  its Order Approving Stipulation and Agreement in which it approved all three of the Stipulations filed in the case.  At the same time, the Commission directed Laclede to file tariff sheets in compliance with the Stipulations and Agreements. 

4.  On October 18, 2002, Laclede Gas Company filed twenty-four tariff sheets that were subsequently withdrawn.  On October 22, 2002, Laclede Gas Company filed another 24 tariff sheets to replace those filed on October 18, that, in Staff’s opinion, fail to comply with the provisions of the Stipulation in this case.  Laclede also requested expedited treatment to approve these compliance tariffs.


5.  Based on the reasons stated in the attached Memorandum, Staff requests the Commission deny Laclede’s Request for Expedited Treatment and suspend the set of twenty-four tariff sheets filed on October 22,2002.  Staff does not agree that the tariff sheets comply with the Stipulations and Agreements in the case or with the Commission’s Order.


6.  Staff has had discussion with Laclede regarding its concerns with the tariff sheets Laclede filed on October 18, 2002, and the tariffs filed on October 22, 2002, do not remedy those concerns.  There is disagreement between Laclede and the Staff concerning the correct methodology to be used to establish billing units and the calculation of revenues that result from those billing units. 

7.  Staff opposes Laclede’s request for expedited treatment because Staff disagrees with Laclede’s assertion that “these tariffs will simply implement the terms of stipulations and agreements that the Commission has already determined to be just and reasonable”.  

8.  The detriment to Laclede’s customers if the tariff sheets are not suspended is that under rates proposed by Laclede customers will pay more for fixed costs and less for gas costs, requiring higher ACA rates than under the rate design agreed upon by the parties to mitigate Laclede’s weather risk.





9.  In addition, Staff opposes expedited treatment of any future revised tariff sheets that attempt to remedy this disagreement that would deny Staff time to review any such tariff sheets to assure that they are in compliance with the Stipulation, and the Commission’s Order.  Consequently, Staff requests that the Commission deny Laclede’s request for expedited treatment for the current or any revised tariff sheets.  Likewise, Laclede should not be permitted to file substitute tariff sheets, as opposed to revised sheets because Staff needs time to adequately review those sheets for compliance.  

10.  Staff filed its request for expedited treatment as soon as possible after determining that Laclede’s compliance tariff filing does not comply with the Stipulation or the Commission’s Order in the case.  

11.  Staff requests that the Commission act no later than October 29, 2002 on its Motion.  Prompt action by the Commission might still allow Laclede to file revised tariff sheets that comply with the Stipulation in time for the Staff to review, and for the Commission to approve, the revised sheets so that rates could go into effect soon after the November 1, 2002, date suggested in the Stipulation.  


Respectfully Submitted,







DANA K. JOYCE







General Counsel







/s/ Lera L. Shemwell

_________________________



Lera L. Shemwell




Senior Counsel




Missouri Bar No. 43792





P.O. Box 360






Jefferson City, MO 65102




(573) 751-7431





(573) 751-9285 (Fax)






lshemwel@psc.mail.state.mo.us

ATTORNEY FOR THE STAFF 

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been emailed, mailed or hand-delivered to all counsel of record this 24th day of October, 2002.







/s/ Lera L. Shemwell








______________________________

1
4

