STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 5th day of June, 2003.

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Purchased
)

Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in
)
Case No. GR-2003-0224
Its 2002-2003 Actual Cost Adjustments.



)
Tariff No. YG-2003-2087

ORDER APPROVING INTERIM RATES

On June 2, 2003, Laclede Gas Company submitted a revised tariff sheet carrying an issue date of May 30, 2003, and an effective date of June 13, 2003.  The proposed tariff was filed pursuant to company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) clause and the Purchased L.P. Gas Adjustment Clause set forth in Sheet Nos. 8 and 8-a of the company’s tariff.  Laclede indicates that the increased natural gas PGA factors primarily reflect a higher overall average current cost of gas and the elimination of the Unrecovered Actual Cost Adjustment credit that has been in effect since mid-March.  Laclede also states that the new L.P. Current PGA factor reflects the average price of L.P. gas purchased by the company in April and May of 2003. 

The Staff of the Commission filed a memorandum and recommendation on  June 4, 2003.  Staff notes that the proposed tariff sheet was filed to reflect scheduled changes in Laclede’s PGA factors as the result of change in the cost of natural gas for the remainder of the seven-month summer season.  The proposed tariff will increase the firm PGA factor to $0.65882 per therm from a scheduled 2003 summer season total PGA of $0.58797.  Staff states that this is an increase of approximately $7.00 or 2%, when compared with the rates currently in effect.

Staff further states that the proposed tariff sheet has been correctly calculated and is in conformance with the company’s approved PGA clause.  Staff indicates that in its opinion, good cause for approval of the tariff sheet on less than 30 days’ notice is demonstrated by Laclede’s Commission-approved PGA clause allowing ten days’ notice for PGA change filings.  Staff recommends that the rates be approved to become effective on June 13, 2003, on an interim basis, subject to refund.

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariff sheet and Staff’s recommendation and memorandum, and finds that the tariff sheet conforms to Laclede’s Commission-approved PGA clause and is reasonable.  After considering Staff’s recom​mendation, and for good cause shown under Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000, the Commission concludes that the proposed tariff sheet should be approved to become effective on and after the requested effective date on an interim basis, subject to refund.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the tariff sheet, tariff file YG-2003-2087, submitted by Laclede Gas Company on June 2, 2003, is approved on an interim basis, subject to refund, to become effective on June 13, 2003.  The tariff sheet approved is:

P.S.C. MO. No. 5 Consolidated

One Hundred and Ninety-Seventh Revised Sheet No. 29,
CANCELLING One Hundred and Ninety-Sixth Revised Sheet No. 29

2. That this order shall become effective on June 13, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Murray and Forbis, CC., concur.

Simmons, Ch., concurs, with separate 

concurring opinion to follow.

Gaw, C., dissents.

Clayton, C., not participating.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge 

1
3

