BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila
)

Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P,
)
Case No. GR-2004-0072 

Natural Gas General Rate Increase.
)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

On March 9, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its Motion for Extension of Time to File Surrebuttal Testimony.  Staff notes that the Commis​sion has directed the parties to file their list of issues, order of witnesses, and order of cross‑examination on March 9, 2004, their surrebuttal on March 12, 2004, and their position statements and reconciliation on March 16, 2004.  Staff requests that the deadline for filing surrebuttal testimony be extended to March 16, 2004.  Staff suggests that the extension will provide an additional opportunity for the parties to resolve the issues, thus obviating the need for a hearing.  According to Staff, the extension will not unduly burden any party and will not delay the other proceedings in this case.  Staff indicates that it alerted the other parties that it intended to seek the extension, and at the time of filing, no party had objected to the extension.

The Commission finds that Staff’s request for an extension is reasonable and should be granted.  The Commission cautions that, due to the impending hearing dates, additional extensions may not be forthcoming.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Staff’s Motion for Extension of Time to File Surrebuttal Testimony is granted.  The deadline for the filing of surrebuttal testimony is extended from March 12, 2004, to March 16, 2004.

2. That this order shall become effective on March 16, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 10th day of March, 2004.
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