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STAFF’S REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), and respectfully submits as follows:  

1.
On November 4, 2003, Missouri Gas Energy (MGE), a division of Southern Union Company, filed tariff sheets with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) to implement a general rate increase for natural gas service in an annual amount of $44,875,635.00.

2.         On September 21, 2004,  the Commission issued its Report and Order in this case.  As part of that Report and Order, the Commission addressed the issue of the customer charge responsibility in the context of fixed elements and volumetric elements.  As the Commission noted, MGE recovers approximately 55% of its residential distribution revenues from fixed elements and the remaining 45% from volumetric rate elements (Report and Order at 55).  On p. 56, the Commission states that the Commission will:  “…order the customer charge for the residential and small general service class may be increased to an amount sufficient to maintain the current ratio between volumetric rate elements and fixed charged elements.” (Report and Order at 56).  

3.  Staff seeks clarification about what methodology Commission intends regarding the development of the customer charge as to the other classes, specifically Large General Service and Large Volume Service.  

4.   Pursuant to 4 CSR-2.080(16), Staff seeks expedited treatment as soon as possible on this Motion.  The effective date of the Tariffs will be no later than October 2, 2004.  Staff believes that this clarification is necessary for tariffs to be properly prepared, filed and reviewed.  This Motion will avoid any delay in that process.   This pleading was filed as soon as it could have been once Staff reviewed the Commission’s Report and Order.  


WHEREFORE, Staff hereby requests clarification as stated above and seeks expedited treatment as stated above.
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