BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Missouri Gas Energy’s Purchased

)
Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in
)
Case No. GR-2002-348
Its 2001-2002 Actual Cost Adjustment.



)

ORDER GRANTING PROTECTIVE ORDER AND GRANTING MOTION 

TO SUBSTITUTE DOCUMENTS

This order grants the request for the Commission’s standard protective order.  It also grants Staff’s request to substitute documents.

Missouri Gas Energy filed a request that the Commission issue a protective order to guard against the public disclosure of its confidential and proprietary information.  MGE alleged that public disclosure of some of the information that will be utilized in testimony and pleadings and is requested to be provided by data requests would be harmful to the interests of the company, its employees and its customers.   MGE stated that none of the information for which a claim of confidentiality is made may be found in any format in any public document.

Upon review of the company's motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and the request for a protective order is reasonable.  The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information, and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, the Commission concludes that a protective order should be granted.  In addition, the Commission will direct that the information previously filed as highly confidential shall be protected from public disclosure.

On December 21, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a request to substitute the document attached to its filing for the document filed on December 20, 2004, Staff’s Third Status Report.  Staff’s reason for the changes were to clearly denote that information contained in the document was highly confidential.  As no information will be changed, the Commission will direct its Data Center to make the substitution.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Protective Order made by Missouri Gas Energy is granted and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) adopted.

2. That the previous information filed by the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and designated as “Highly Confidential” shall be protected from public disclosure under the attached protective order.

3. That the Commission’s Data Center shall substitute the document attached to the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission’s December 21, 2004, filing for the document filed by Staff on December 20, 2004, in the Commission’s Electronic Filing and Information System (EFIS).

4. That this order shall become effective on December 23, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 23rd day of December, 2004
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