Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks - MPS and Aquila Networks - L&P, Natural Gas General Rate Increase.
	)))
	Case No. GR-2004-0072

	
	
	


MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

COMES NOW Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri, and respectfully asks the Commission to extend the time for filing a proposed procedural schedule and a schedule for local public hearings  in the above-captioned case until Friday, September 19, 2003.  In support of its motion the Staff states:

1.
Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P (Aquila) filed this case on August 1, 2003.  Aquila had previously filed a general rate case for its regulated electric and regulated steam operations, Case No. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024.  

2.
The Parties to the various cases have discussed hearing schedules in each case that would accommodate the needs of the Commission, as well as the parties.  As the Commission is aware, Aquila and a number of other parties filed separate proposed procedural schedules in the electric and steam cases.

3.
The Staff is in the process of circulating to the other parties in all three cases a proposed procedural schedule that may serve as a basis for accommodating the needs of all parties, and the Commission. 

4.
The Staff asks for an extension of time until this coming Friday, September 19, 2003, in order to further discuss the matter with the other parties.  Staff suggests that this short extension may lead to resolution of procedural schedule issues, and is not a substantial delay in the procedural schedule.

5.
Staff has checked with counsel for Aquila, the Office of the Public Counsel, the Sedalia Industrial Energy Users’ Association, the Department of Natural Resources, Cornerstone Energy, Inc. and the City of Kansas City, and no party opposes this motion.

WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully asks the Commission to extend the filing of proposed procedural schedule and the schedule for local public hearings in this case until Friday, September 19, 2003.
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