BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila
)

Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P,
)
Case No. GR-2004-0072 

Natural Gas General Rate Increase.
)

ORDER SUSPENDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On March 15, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion requesting that the Commission suspend the procedural schedule in this case.  Staff states that the parties have reached a settlement of all issues in this case, and are in the process of drafting a unanimous stipulation and agreement reflecting that settlement.

The Commission has reviewed the motion and finds that the procedural schedule should be suspended temporarily.  The parties need not file their position statements, reconciliation, or surrebuttal testimony as previously ordered.  However, the Commission will not cancel the evidentiary hearing at this time.  The Commission will direct the parties to file either a status report or the unanimous stipulation and agreement no later than 12:00 p.m. on March 19, 2004.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule, filed by the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission on March 15, 2004, is granted in that the procedural schedule is temporarily suspended.

2. That the parties need not file their position statements or reconciliation on March 16, 2004.

3. That the parties need not file surrebuttal testimony on March 19, 2004.

4. That the evidentiary hearing is still scheduled for March 29 through April 2, 2004.

5. That no later than 12:00 p.m. on March 19, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file either (a) a unanimous stipulation and agreement resolving all issues in this case, or (b) a status report regarding the parties’ progress in drafting the unanimous stipulation and agreement.

6. That this order shall become effective on March 16, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 16th day of March, 2004.

1
2

