BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Purchased
)

Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in
)
Case No. GR-2002-1103

its 2002-2003 Actual Cost Adjustment.



)
Tariff No. JG-2003-1105

ORDER APPROVING INTERIM RATES

On January 24, 2003, Laclede Gas Company submitted proposed interim tariffs, effective March 1, 2003.  Laclede filed the interim tariffs to remove the Actual Cost Adjustment factor relating to Vehicular Fuel rates.  

Laclede’s current ACA imposes a surcharge upon Vehicular Fuel (VF) customers and Large Volume Transportation and Sales Service (LVTSS) customers.  The Commission approved the surcharge in this case effective November 26, 2002.  Laclede imposed this surcharge to reduce a large debit balance in its ACA account.  This debit balance was a result of credits available to LVTSS customers, but not VF customers, from November 19, 2001, until March 22, 2002.
  Unless the Commission allows Laclede to revise its tariff, VF customers will have to pay for discounts they did not receive.

On February 20, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed a Recommendation and Memorandum.  In the Recommendation, Staff stated that Laclede’s LVTSS customers, and not its VF customers, received the credits that caused Laclede’s large debit ACA balance.  Laclede’s current tariff, according to Staff, creates an unfair and artificial price disadvantage for Laclede’s VF customers, as compared to the price of competing fuels.  Also, Staff states that removing the surcharge would encourage VF customers to purchase natural gas.  Staff recommends that the Commission approve the tariff sheets to become effective March 1, 2003, on an interim basis, subject to refund pending final decisions in this case as well as Laclede’s Actual Cost Adjustment Cases No. GR-2000-622, GR‑2001-387, and GR-2003-0224.  

The Commission has reviewed the tariff sheet, and Staff’s Memorandum and Recommendation.  The Commission finds that the tariff sheet complies with the Commission’s rules and is therefore reasonable.  After considering Staff's recommenda​tion, the Com​mission has determined that it should approve the proposed tariff sheets, effective March 1, 2003, interim subject to refund.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Commission approves the tariff sheets Laclede Gas Company submitted on January 23, 2002, Tariff No. JG-2003-1105, on an interim basis, subject to refund, for service rendered on and after March 1, 2003.  The tariff sheets approved are:

                             P.S.C. Mo. No. 5  Consolidated                             

Twelfth Revised Sheet No. 22, 

Canceling Eleventh Revised Sheet No. 22,

One Hundred and Ninety-Fifth Revised Sheet No. 29,

Canceling One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth Revised Sheet No. 29

2. That this order shall become effective on March 1, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 28th day of February, 2003.

� The Commission approved Laclede’s request to eliminate the ACA credit in Commission Case No. GR-2001-387.





PAGE  
3

