BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas


)   

Company’s Tariff to Revise Natural

)
        Case No. GR-2002-356
Gas Rate Schedules.



)

NOTICE TO THE COMMISSION IN RESPONSE TO THE COMMISSION’S NOVEMBER 8, 2002 REPORT AND ORDER


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and, in response to the Commission’s November 8, 2002 Report and Order, states:  


1.  On January 25, 2002, Laclede submitted tariff sheets to the Commission to implement a general rate increase for the provision of natural gas service to its customers in its Missouri service area.  The Commission rejected these tariff sheets in its Order of October 3, 2002.


2.  On November 8, 2002, the Commission issued its Report and Order concerning billing determinants, which directed the parties to use 214,308,388 first block therms to calculate the residential general service winter rates, directed Laclede to file its tariffs by 12 noon, and Staff to review the tariffs and file its memorandum by 4 pm November 8, 2002. 

3.  Staff has reviewed the Laclede’s tariff sheets as quickly as possible, including the new rates contained therein.  Staff’s review indicates that Laclede calculated winter, first block ratesusing 214,308,388 therms as ordered in the November 8, 2002 Order, producing rates that are in compliance with that Commission Order and with the other terms of the settlement agreement.

4.  These tariff filings include PGA rates.  As is the standard practice with ACA/PGA filings, these rates should only be accepted as interim subject to refund.  

5.  Attached is Staff’s Memorandum filed in compliance with the Commission’s order.  

WHEREFORE, Staff asks the Commission to accept Staff’s Memorandum and approve Laclede’s ACA/PGA rates as interim subject to refund.
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