Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks - MPS and Aquila Networks - L&P, Natural Gas General Rate Increase.
	)))
	Case No. GR-2004-0072

	
	
	


Staff's Proposed Test Year and Recommendation as to True Up

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and in compliance with the Commission’s Suspension Order of August 20, 2003, for its test year recommendation and true-up recommendation states:

1.  Aquila Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P (Aquila or Company) recommended a test year of the twelve months ended December 31, 2002.  Staff concurs in this test year recommendation.

2.  Aquila also recommended a true up of plant in service and other rate base items; customers/revenues; rate case expense; and, employee levels, wage rates, and related benefits.  Aquila recommended true up or update of these items through September 30, 2003.  Staff does not agree with Aquila’s recommendation, as proposed.

3.  Staff recommends that the case be updated through June 30, 2003.  Staff can update the case through September 30, 2003 if, and only if, the Company delivers its books and records through September 30 to Staff not later than 5:00 p.m. October 20, 2003; and, delivers its case update through September 30, together with work papers and supporting documentation, not later than 5:00 p.m. November 17, 2003.  Such materials should be delivered prior to the final dates, as available.

WHEREFORE, Staff asks the Commission to enter its order consistent with its recommendations.
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