Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Atmos Energy Corporation's Purchased Gas Adjustment Tariff Filings to be Considered in its 2001-2002 Actual Cost Adjustment
	))))
	Case No. GR-2003-0150
File No. JG-2003-0873
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 File No. JG-2003-0875

	
	
	


Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and for its Recommendation in the above-styled case, respectfully states as follows: 


1.
Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos” or “Company”) provides natural gas service in the former Associated Natural Gas Company (“ANG”) service territory, in the Greeley Gas Company (“Greeley”) service territory, and in the former United Cities Gas Company (“United Cities”) service territory.  On October 18, 2002, Atmos filed with the Commission tariff sheets to reflect changes in the Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment (“PGA”) factors in each of these service territories (File No. JG-2003-0873 for ANG, File No. JG-2003-0874 for Greeley, and File No. JG-2003-0875 for United Cities).  The tariff sheets all bear an effective date of November 1, 2002.

2.
The Commission has assigned each of the tariff filings to this case.   


3.
On October 29, 2002, the Staff recommended that the Commission approve all of the Company’s proposed tariff sheets on an interim-subject-to-refund basis.  In addition, Staff requested that it be allowed until September 15, 2003 to file its Recommendation following the completion of its Actual Cost Adjustment Audit in this proceeding.  In an order issued on October 31, 2002, the Commission approved all of the Company’s proposed tariff sheets and directed the Staff to file its Recommendation regarding Atmos’ 2001-2002 ACA accounts by September 15, 2003. 

3.  
Accordingly, the Staff hereby submits its Recommendation.  In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff offers a series of recommendations pertaining to each of the three aforementioned service territories.  In particular, the Staff recommends that, for each of the service territories, the Commission order Atmos to: a) make the indicated ACA balance and gas cost adjustments in its next ACA filing, b) comply with the indicated recommendations relating to reliability, and c) respond within thirty days to the recommendations included in the Memorandum.

 WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order adopting the Staff’s recommendations, as set forth in the attached Memorandum.
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