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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE WOODRUFF: If Staff wants
to go first explaining where we're at.

Let me take entries of
appearance fromthe people here first. First
of all who is representing Staff?

MR. STOKES: My nane is Curt
St okes on behal f of Staff. That's CURT
ST-OK-E-S. M address is 200 Madi son
Street, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri, 65101.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay. And for
Amer en?

MR. LOWERY: Good norning,
Judge. Jim Lowery representing Aneren
Mssouri. M information is in the docket.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Any ot her
attorneys here representing parties?

MR. POSTON: Yeah, Judge. Marc
Poston for O fice of Public Counsel.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: M. Barrs, are
you representing Legal Services in this case?

MR. BARRS: Yes, | am as an
i ntervenor.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Any ot her

attorneys?
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Al right. Well then,
M. Stokes, why don't you explain what's
going on from Staff's perspecti ve.

MR. STOKES: Yeah. Well, just to
begin with like | said in the status at the
begi nni ng of our statenent in discovery I
don't want to | eave your or the Conm ssion
with the inpression that discovery has been
horrible in this case.

You know, we have issues, a great
many DRs, and there have been a | ot of
responses and for those Staff is
appreci ati ve.

Staff does, though, have serious
concerns about sone targeted di scovery that
we really need answers to, and we need them
soon. W have cost of service com ng up due
Septenber 3rd, | believe, or Septenber 4th,
and Staff's last cost of service two weeks
after that.

And again as indicated in our
statenent, sone of our discovery requests
i nvol ve detailed information, but there has
been a -- what looks like it mght be a

pattern on behalf of Ameren to object to a
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| arge nunber of DRs as overly burdensone.

Qur concern there is that, you
know, under M ssouri rules which, you know,
i n Comm ssion cases we get discovery under
t he same manner and condition as civil cases.
There is a five factor test for whether a
di scovery request is burdensone. And as
i ndicated all, you know, all five factors
weigh in favor in this case with nore
detai |l ed di scovery.

You know, the inportance of the
I ssues at stake, you know, we have a tine
[imt on rate cases, so we need that
di scovery. It is our only chance to set
just and reasonable rates and then a general
rate case. So this is where the Conmm ssion
considers all factors in setting those rates.

The second factor is the anount
in controversy. Aneren is seeking an annual
revenue requirenment here of $3.2 billion
(sic). That's an annual increase of al nost
300 mllion per year. And so the amount in
controversy certainly weights in favor of
nore detail ed discovery because there are a

| ot of major issues to consider.
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The third factor is the party's
rel ative access to relevant information. And
here Aneren is holding the information that
we need that's rel evant.

An exanple is, you know,

i nformati on about their Smart Energy Pl an and
how, you know, how they're spending that

2.2 billion and how they're wei ghing the
projects and prioritizing the projects.

The fourth factor is the
party's resources. And again, Anmeren has,
you know, thousands of enpl oyees, they've got
billions in revenue. They just need to
prioritize making discovery in this rate case
so Staff can do its function and review the
evidence for -- in setting just and
reasonabl e rates.

So that's the | ast factor
t hough, the fifth factor, the inportance of
di scovery in resolving issues, and that's
where we'l|l get into nore details later
t oday.

The DRs that Staff is asking,
they are inportant and, you know, we brought

t he ones that, you know, we really need
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answers to to keep the case noving forward in
a, you know, a predictable and, you know,
non-chaoti ¢ manner so that we're not

i ncluding information and rebuttal or
surrebuttal, but we really want to get, you
know, the facts in as soon as possible so
that we can get it in testinony and, you
know, fully vet all that information.

So that brings us to our first
test of discovery, which there is seven DRs
related to Aneren's $2.2 billion Smart Energy
Plan. And the first two, DRs 611 and 612,
ask about the cost-benefit anal yses that
Aneren used in spending that $2.2 billion in
its Smart Energy Pl an.

And Aneren's response is
attached in attachnment one -- |I'msorry,
attachnent two, pages five and six. And you
know, despite, you know, in the |ast
di scovery conference there was sone
statenents by Aneren that, you know, the
| evel of detail they needed to respond so 611
and 612 is they needed nore tine.

And attachnent two, page --

pages ei ght and nine shows their response.
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And their response was not to produce the
cost-benefit analysis, just a generic three
par agraphs that generally purported to
descri be what their cost-benefit analysis
process was.

And so Staff's first concern
here is those DR 611 and 612, we really need
the cost-benefit anal yses that Anmeren used in
spending its 2.2 billion Smart Energy Pl an.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: Al right.
Let's go over to M. Lowery, then. Can you
respond?

MR, LOWNERY: Yes, Judge. Thank
you. So obviously M. Stokes filing Friday
and, you know, the information that's being
provided this norning, so a | ot of
al | egations are bei ng made.

| appreciate the fact that
M. Stokes acknow edges the, you know, |
think we've gotten sonething like 750 DRs, in
t hat range, but nost of them many of them
have many, many subparts and many, many
guesti ons beyond that.

It's not an exaggeration to say

we' ve probably answered several thousand
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manner of responses in this case when we put
all the questions together. And it certainly
has not been the case that we've not been
responsi ve or provided a trenmendous anount of
i nformati on.

And | don't think discovery in
this case, with really just one exception,
which really is a problemwe' Il talk about a
little later in the conference, one subject
matter area, has really been all that
difficult.

But M. Stokes sort of raised
the specter -- and forgive ne, Judge, | may
junmp around a little bit. Cbviously we had
about one business day to respond to all of
this.

| realize that Staff followed
the rules in ternms of filing the discovery
statenent concern, but the reality is a |ot
of allegations are being made about the
Conpany and what it has or hasn't done, and
we've had very little tine to actually dea
with all of those allegations.

But M. Stokes nentioned, you

know, | don't want to have a chaotic
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situation, the testinony is due |I think in
ten days, and so on. And | want to nmake sure
t hat you, Judge, understand sone context
that's very inportant to that issue and
perhaps why Staff finds itself where it is

t oday.

So as | think you know, and as
| nmentioned in the last discovery conference,
when Staff asks questions about Smart Energy
Plan investnents Staff is asking questions
about the entirety of the Conpany's capital
energy transm ssion, energy delivery, every
power plant, all of its facilities, custoner
service, IT, everything. So those data
requests go to the entirety of the capital
spend.

And | guess the way | woul d
|l ook at it, the relevant request would be
capital expenditures and then go into service
inthis rate case. | believe that that
conpri ses about 1,700 products -- or projects
in total approximately. There are about
1,700 different projects that they're asking
about .

The other thing that | guess |
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find alittle disturbing about sort of this
suggestion that they're in a pickle or in an
energency at this point is every year
starting in February 2019 as required by | aw
t he Conpany has filed its capital spending

pl ans under 393.1400. Those filings were
made in February of '19, February of '20, and
February of '21

In those filings at a project
| evel for the year, so for '19, then '20, and
then ' 21, the Conpany provided by work order
nunber and description all of the planned
expendi tures that it was going to nake.

Staff didn't follow up on a
single bit of that information. |In fact
every question that M. Stokes | think is
conpl ai ni ng about today in terns of our
responsi veness, or |ack of responsiveness, or
the chaos that he's worried about, every one
of those questions could have been asked the
day this rate case was filed, and they
weren't asked.

Staff didn't ask a single
guestion related to the justification for the

capital spend that's going to be at issue in
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this rate case until roughly half of their
audit time had al ready been expired.

So part of the problemthat we
have here is the problemof the Staff's own
maki ng. | want to make that clear, because
t he suggestion while the filing on Friday
says we really appreciate the fact Aneren has
cooperated with us on certain areas, the rest
of the filing is pretty nuch a claimthat the
Conpany has just been unreasonabl e and hasn't
acted in good faith and hasn't, you know,
produced i nformati on and ought to be nore
prepared to do this, that, and the other
t hi ng.

The fact is the Staff had all
ki nds of nmeans at its disposal not to be in
the situation that its in. |In fact, you
know, you take in this case we have two | arge
W nd projects going into service that were
approved by the Commi ssion as risk-conpliance
assets.

The Staff contacted us in |ate
2019 and said hey, we'd |ike to open and
i nvestigate, or a docket, we'll send sone DRs

to start the auditing project. W cooperated
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wth the Staff and said that would be fine.
In fact, you don't have to open a separate
docket, if you want why don't you just use
our docket .

And we answered about 20 DRs in
each of those dockets for that purpose. And
of course the Staff very well knows how to
open investigative dockets when there's going
to be large capital expenditures and ask that
request .

So | think the context needs to
be set that the Conpany is getting asked
guestions about 1,700 different projects
hal fway through the Staff's audit tine that
coul d have been asked fromthe very
begi nni ng.

And that's relevant to the
entire context about what the burden is and
how -- how practical it was for the Conpany
to answer the unanswered questi ons.

So let ne turn to the
specifics, specifically on 611, 612. W have
provi ded dozens if not hundreds of docunents
on a nyriad of projects that we were asked on

data requests. W got about 15 or 20 data
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requests | think on June 17, and 611 and 612
were two of those.

As we outlined in our responses
to those DRs, and also Staff didn't include
these in their filing, but you need to | ook
at 605, 606, 609, and 612 because all of
t hose go together, and 612 refers to sone of
t he other data requests.

We explained in detail in those
responses how project decisions in various
categories are made, specifically told Staff
that the cost and benefits of a given project
are not the only, or even the overriding
factor.

In fact, the specific question
that M. Stokes is pointing to asked us for,
guote, "All cost-benefit anal yses perforned
regarding the types of projects including in
the SET."

And no, we did not produce,
gquote, "Cost-benefit anal yses," because as we
believe fromour reading was clear fromthe
responses that we gave we don't have cookie
cutter to fornulate here is a cost-benefit

anal ysis for category A and category B. They
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don't exist, and we thought we were clear
about that. Apparently fromStaff's
per spective we were not.

But keep in mnd, as |
menti oned, we're tal king about 1,700, you
know, projects across the entire conpany.
When we got the data requests, we were al so
paired wwth a 102 series that asks for all
ki nds of project detail. W didn't know what
we m ght or m ght not have out there.

M. Stokes points out we have
all these enpl oyees. W have projects going
on in the transm ssion and distribution areas
in particular, which would be nomnally the
dollars we're tal ki ng about here.

We have projects going on in
all the different divisions all across the
state. And so in order to get our arns
around what we m ght or m ght not have, what
we could or could not produce, we, you know,
had to figure that out for 1,700 projects
across the entire country.

It took us tinme to do that. W
said we would answer them by July 30th, and

we answered | believe all of themby | think
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July 28th. So yes, it took sone tine.

But that was by the nature of
t he questions and by the nature of the
breadth of the questions that we were asked.
And so, you know, | don't know what to say,
Judge. What I'mtelling you today is we
don't have the tinme cost-benefit anal yses
that Staff | guess assunmed that we did.

W answered the questions to
the best of our ability within the tine that
we felt we had to have to answer the
guestion. And there is really nothing nore
t hat we can do about that.

If Staff wanted tine to have,
you know, follow up questions and nore rounds
then Staff should have been requesting the
guestions, which it was capable of doing at a
m ni mrum back on April 1 when the case was
opened.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Stokes, do
you have any response?

| think you're nuted.

MR STOKES: Yeah, there is two
matters here, or two nunbers that really

matter. It's not the 1,700 projects, it's
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the $2.2 billion that they're being asked to
pay for and that they need to pay for to the
extent there are benefits being provided, and
t hat nunber is zero. That's the nunber of
actual cost-benefit anal yses that have been
produced today.

And we don't have, you know,

t he cost-benefit anal yses that we did ask
for. 611 asked for any cost-benefit anal yses
on a given project, project |evel

cost - benefit anal yses.

And Aneren's response is to see
the response in 612. DR 612 asks for any
cost-benefit anal yses perfornmed by Ameren
M ssouri regarding the types of project, and
Anreren didn't provide a single cost-benefit
anal yses.

They just said what their, you
know, you know, process was. W don't
actually have a docunent that we can point to
and rely on in our testinony to say here is
t he anal ysis that Aneren M ssouri did, here's
how we know the custoners are getting
benefits they're asked to pay for to the tune

of $2.2 billion?
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These two DRs, if | had to
point to one area of the case where, you
know, things could get really bad really
quickly, this is it. You know, again, you
know, Staff, you know, custoners do need to
pay for any benefits they are receiving as
far as the Smart Energy Plan, we just don't
have the evidence to do an anal ysis yet.

And again, 612, as we stated in
our filing, asked if you did not file -- or
if you did not prepare any cost-benefit
analysis tell us why. They didn't say they
didn't prepare any in response to that. So,
you know.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Lowery --
|"msorry, M. Stokes, let me ask M. Lowery
to follow up on that.

M. Stokes just indicated that
you have not, the Conpany has not said that
they didn't prepare cost-benefit anal yses.
Do you want to respond to that?

MR. LOAERY: Your Honor, as |
t hought the responses were clear and
apparently they weren't, we may need to nmake

themclearer in that regard. W don't sit
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down for project A project B, and project C
and do a, quote, "Formal cost-benefit

anal yses," where we quantify here is the cost
and here is sonething quantifiable. The
nature of nost of the projects don't |end

t hensel ves to that.

Thi nk about it this way. W
have been filing rate cases for decades,
obviously, and filed six or eight or ten in
the last -- not ten, but probably six or
eight in the past 15 years.

Every single one of those cases
i nvol ves significant investnent in all of the
systenms across the country, but energy
delivery transm ssion and so on and so forth.

W' ve never -- we've never been
requested in any of those cases the kinds of
guestions that are being asked in this case.
It's never been controversial. Staff seens
to think that there ought to be or should be
or has to be sone kind of approach where
there is sone kind of analytical,
guantifiable, mathematical fornula applied to
every expenditure and it has to be

docunented, and if iIt's not there is no

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

104



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

benefit, the project shouldn't be done, and

SO on.
You can't put cost-benefit on

replacing infrastructure that may fail. [|'m

not an expert, Judge, | can't testify about

the nerits of Staff's theory in this

di scovery conference obviously. But | think
Staff auditors here are naki ng assunptions
about what we do or don't do.

They have in their m nds sone
kind of fornulaic, analytical fornal
cost-benefit study that's done, and that's
just not howit's done, and we tried to
explain that in our data request responses.
We can't give what we don't have.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF:  All right.
Goi ng back to you then, M. Stokes.

MR, STOKES: Yeah. Let's do
| ook at their response. 612 is page eight
and nine of attachnment two.

It says, "Once the need for a
gi ven project is established,” you know,
that's the benefit analysis. You know, where
are those docunents? "A range of solutions

are identified." That's part of the benefit
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anal ysis. Were are those docunents?

It also factors in the cost of
the final solution to allow Anreren M ssouri
to address other needs within the category,
that's a cost analysis. Were is it?

"Gven that the projects in the
Smart Energy Plan are needed for the
obligation of providing continued safe and
reliable electricity to custoners, individual
cost and benefit considerations are focused
on selecting the project solution that best
neets the needs of the system being addressed
by the project.”

VWere are those docunents;
where is that analysis? Were are they? You
know, going from page eight to nine it says,
"“Ameren says any project over $5 mllion is
subject to individual review and scrutiny
t hrough an oversight commttee." \Were are
t hose docunents?

It sounds to ne, you know, when
we say cost-benefit analysis, at what, you
know, how is the oversight conmttee, you
know, what documents are they reviewing to

deci de, you know, the project is worth its
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cost ?

And it says, "Projects of this
scale,"” meaning that $5 mllion | presune,
"are subject to the sane scrutiny as al
ot her projects by subject matter and category
owners but require additional docunentation
and di scussi on around project scope."

So that additional
docunent ati on, you know, costs and benefits,
where are those docunents? That's what we
asked for in the DR, and we haven't gotten
one.

It says that there is
di scussi on around project scope, alternative
anal ysis, total project cost, the benefit and
contract structure. \Were are those
docunent s?

We asked for them W asked
for cost-benefit anal yses and we don't have a
single one. And Ameren being, you know,
asking their rate payers to pay for $2.2
billion in these projects.

W do want to know, you know,
what is the cost-benefit analysis, what's the

docunentation to support your claimthat, you
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know, inclusion of 2.2, that $2.2 billion in
rates is just and reasonabl e?

And, you know, three paragraphs
in response to just, you know, how they go
about wei ghing projects, that's just not
sufficient and it's not responsive to those
requests.

And agai n, in conclusion,
Ameren's own response says there are
docunents and there are anal yses out there,
they just need to produce them

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: M. Lowery, it
| ooks like Staff is not actually |ooking for
sonething called a formal cost-benefit
anal ysis, rather they're |ooking for
docunents that are effectively a cost-benefit
analysis. Do you have any such docunents?

MR LONERY: |I'mnot entirely
sure how to even respond to that. And we
provi ded nore than three paragraphs of
information. This data requests refers to
ot her data requests in this series that
expl ai ned the process, explained how the
projects are selected, and it's all relevant.

And what it said in a nutshel
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was you have subject nmatter experts, IS going
to be division directors out of each

di vi sion, engineers that work in those areas

that come up with lists of projects with the

needs of their systemand their given areas.

And |'m focused nore energy
delivery here. It works differently probably
in generation and other, but | think the main
poi nt of contention here is probably the
bl ocki ng and tackling of transm ssion and
di stribution investnents that are done.

And | don't know how to produce
a cost-benefit analysis that is -- in all
i kelihood it's an amal gamati on of engi neers
| ooking at the system identifying projects,
di scuss, you know, e-mails back and forth
wi t h peopl e about hey, about this, they could
be people that have -- | don't know how on
1,700 projects to call that a, quote,
"cost-benefit analysis."

We've had nmany cases, and Staff
is well famliar with this as well, where we
are justifying projects or initiatives or
tariff filings or whatever by an econom c

anal ysi s.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 109
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

Usual |y a spreadsheet of al
t hese different cases, we have all these
assunptions that go into it, and you have a
docunent or a file or whatever or a request
that says here is the cost-benefit anal ysis.
That's what we had in our m nd when they
asked the question.

What |''m now hearing is well,
every scrap of paper | guess witten or
el ectronic that mght in sone way pertain to
t he thought process about every project was
supposed to be included in the unbrella of
t he cost-benefit anal ysis.

We coul dn't possibly produce
every scrap of paper on all of the projects,
certainly not in 20 days or five weeks. You
know, five weeks, that's basically the task
what |'m now hearing we were supposed to do.

And that's why if Staff wanted
this kind of level of detail they should have
been tal king to us about it nonths ago.

It was no surprise to Staff
that there were going to be a couple of
billion dollars of investnent, or shoul dn't

have been a surprise to them at issue in
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this case because we nmade those filings in
the SEP as required by |aw every single year
starting in 2019, and we didn't get any of
t hese questions until June in this case.

Now as far as these oversight
conm ttee docunents, the project is over
$5 mllion, the Staff has asked a foll ow up
DR and | believe we will have, and | think
there is about 40 projects that are going
into service in this rate case we expect
that with those oversight commttees.

W' ve collected | think
hundreds of pages of docunents that the
comm ttee has | ooked at and | believe we wll
have that response to Staff yet this week. |
t hi nk probably in the next day or two.

But in terns of all of these
ot her information, what's being described is
not a cost-benefit analysis. Wat's being
descri bed is every single docunent about
every single project. And that is unduly
burdensone, particularly in the context of
the time in which it was asked for.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Stokes, is

Staff asking for every single docunent about
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every single project?

MR STOKES: No. | want to --
| do want to prioritize the docunents from
that oversight conmttee. | think those are
going to be the nost inportant.

|"'mnot willing to concede

that, you know, every bit of docunents that

support a $2.2 billion claimare unduly
burdensone. | think anybody who goes into
circuit court asking for $2.2 billion better

be ready to respond to a request for
production of docunents about, you know, any
docunents relating to that claim

You know, that's not what we're
asking for here. W're not asking for every
e-mail. We're not asking for every, you
know, note or phone call neno that m ght have
been created in response to this.

But anyt hi ng, anything that
summari zes that and, you know, any docunents
where, you know, sone decision nmaker at
Ameren said yes, you know, go forward with
this project. You know, sonething |ike that
woul d be rel evant.

But again, you know, the
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docunents that were produced in that

oversi ght commttee, those are going to be
the nost inportant things that we get in
response to this DR

MR. LONERY: And they're going
to get those, Judge, as | just said. But
there is no repository, | don't have any way
for 1,700 projects to conme up with sone
document that Staff | think thinks is a
cost-benefit analysis that shows a deci sion
point. It just doesn't exist.

It would -- with nonths and
nont hs of work perhaps sone amal gamati on of
docunment ati on coul d be put together on al
t hose projects, but it can't be done in the
way that Staff seens to envision this being
done.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. St okes,
does that satisfy sone of your concerns?

MR. STOKES: | nmean we'll see
what is produced. You know, | do have
concerns that there wasn't apparently an
orderly cost-benefit analysis and, you know,
going forward in spending $2.2 billion.

But, you know, we'll see what

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

113



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

docunents fromthat oversight commttee cone
in. And, you know, again, these DRs were
sent in June and then an extension was
grant ed based on, you know, a representation
that the response was so detailed that they
couldn't possibly produce it in 30 days, and
then we get three paragraphs.

And, you know, he does
reference DR 606 and 609. 606 is a two-page
response and 609 is a one-page response. So
the | evel of detail provided was not, you
know, | don't think the extension granted was
justified.

So we do want to see is the
oversight commttee informati on as soon as
possi ble. And even today, you know, if he
can start rolling it out today. W don't
have to get it all in one batch. Anything
you' ve got give it to us, and then give nore,
provide it. That woul d be hel pful.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF:  All right.
And we are being -- the tine frames are
starting to get short now as far as filing
testi nony, so.

MR, LOWNERY: Judge, we were --

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 114
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

we gathered the information, we were asked
specific requests ten days ago. Like | said,
| think we're going to have it in the next
day or two.

It's a lot of information and
sure, Staff can ask a DR in the m ddl e of
June, but this is not all on our -- on the
Conpany that we are in a situation where we
have trenendous anmount of docunentation being
asked for and very little tinme to deal with it.

And | want to say one other
thing. W' ve spent nore on capital
expenditures the last two or three years than
we historically have. So the anpbunt at issue
is greater than it would have been in other
cases, that is true.

But we just a few years ago we
wer e probably spending 8, $900 mllion
annually. If we were out of a rate case for
two years you woul d have say a billion and a
hal f plus dollars of capital investnent at
i ssue in those cases.

W never were asked these kind
of questions. Staff never told us that they

had sone expectation about this kind of |evel
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of detail. W are entitled to a presunption
of prudence under the | aw on these
expendi t ures.

So if Staff suddenly had a
different point of view about what they need
to do to audit these projects, quite frankly
Staff could have told us that. Staff could
have had a conversation with us about this.

Staff coul d have taken
advantage of the information that we gave
themin February of 2019, '20, and '21, and
they don't do that.

So | don't think it's fair to
| eave the inpression that sonehow t he Conpany
has been derelict or sonmething of that nature
and we should have read Staff's mnd and
known exactly what they wanted and when they
wanted it.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: | just want to
say in general to everybody here that |'m not
here to assess blane or to cast aspersions
t he Conpany or on Staff's nethods, that's not
what |'m here for.

| " ve been doing this for |ong

enough to know that everybody is trying to do
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their best. So but what | amhere to do is
try and get discovery and keep things flow ng
snoothly so that the Conm ssion can get a
fair assessnent of what was happening in the
case. So again, I'mnot here to place blane
on anybody.

M. Stokes, do you want to nove
on to the next area?

MR, STOKES: Yeah, the next one
is we're still in the Smart Energy Pl an, but
now we're in sone areas where -- and | think
if Sarah Lange is on the phone she can sort
of help me explain the |evel of detail she
was asking for.

The first one is 102.5, and
t hat was asking for custoner contributions to
construction and ot her paynent information.
And Sarah, are you able to explain the
details that you were |l ooking for in this?

M5. LANGE: Yes. So | asked
about one, two, three, four, five, six, seven
eight, | believe nine projects. And the
Conpany's DR response said that yes, these
are nine projects, we have about $12 mllion

under them and that we cannot break out
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assets, custoner's rate schedul es or any
further information about them

Wiy this is nore problematic
than usual is that the responses we've been
getting about the stipulation in the | ast
case to break out information by rate
schedul e and by voltage -- I'msorry, by
vol tage, has been -- well, it's really hard
to go back and do the old stuff, but boy
we're going to do a good job on all the Smart
Energy Plan stuff. So we asked basic
information on the Smart Energy Pl an stuff
and we were told they can't provide the
detail .

So, you know, and | guess | --
I"'ma little bit -- this does relate back to
the prior DRin that we started asking DRs
about this Smart Energy Plan in February.
And this is, you know, kind of a followup to
a followup, if you will, on that.

We used those DR responses to
identify the projects to request greater
detail on. So this is information that we
were told we could receive in lieu of the

i nformati on the Conpany has been unabl e or
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unw I ling to provide in response to,
believe it's DR 102.

So, you know, we were told oh,
wait, you can get better on Smart Energy
Pl an, and now we're not getting better on
Smart Energy Pl an.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Lowery,
your response?

MR. LONERY: Yeah, let ne just
address one thing, or a couple small things,
and then I"'mgoing to let Steve WIIls address
t he specifics because, you know, it's beyond
frankly ny know edge base to really
understand all of the back and forth that's
gone on about the, you know, nore than a
hundred data requests that M ss Lange has
sent. And that's under statenent because
nost of them have many subparts and probably
four or 500 questions in total.

But | et ne be clear about
sonet hi ng, Judge. The DRs M ss Lange is
tal king about, it's clear that they are
directed toward what |'msure is a class cost
of service study that she intends to submt.

They are geared toward allocating costs to

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

119



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

the various rate classes. They don't have
anything to do with project justification,
the issues that M. Stokes and | were
debating for you a little while ago.

And so | don't want there to be
sone m sinpression that well, we did start
aski ng questions on those back in February.
They' ve been sending a class cost of service
study rel ated data requests, but one thing
really doesn't have anything to do with the
ot her.

In terns of Smart Energy, the

| evel of detail on Smart Energy Plan stuff,

when we say |evel of detail, it's |level of
detail | think about what is in the plant
records and what -- what assets exist on a

given circuit and so on. That's the kind of
things | think Mss Lange is tal king about.
But if I may I'm going to ask
Steve WIlls, who | believe is on, to | guess
address this 102.5 in particular and any
ot her generalities and that m ght pertain to
it.
Steve are you on?

M5. LANGE: Before we get to
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that, | think Ameren may be assum ng t hat
Staff doesn't try to cross functions and try
to work with each other, you know. And so
this particular question is in regard to
cust oner requests.

There was a simlar question in
regard to new busi ness where | believe we got
a simlar level of lack of answer. Yeah, the
sanme | ack of answer on 102.6 as on 102.5.

And I'mnot an auditor, |I'm not
an audi tor assigned on this case by any
nmeans. But part of what caught Staff's
attention on both of these is that both of
these are quite likely not eligible for PISA
treatnment. And so that's an additional
reason why we need additional data on them
because it appears that they nmay be going to
support new busi ness, which is excluded under
Pl SA.

So I'mnot sure what M. Lowery's
di ssertation on our Staff assignnments was
for, but I just wanted to correct his
m sstatenents in that.

MR, LOWNERY: Judge, just to be

cl ear, those questions and those issues stil
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don't have anything to do with 611 and 612
and the other series (audio cut out), that
was ny only point.

MR. WLLS: Yeah. Can you hear
nme okay?

Ckay. Thanks. Yeah, so |
guess | just want to address a coupl e of
things Mss Lange said. | think there are
two buckets of information that are subject
to these DRs, and she characterizing it |
think fairly as the old stuff. Like
basically investnent in the systemthat
occurred prior to the Smart Energy Plan. And
| think that's a separate issue, as she al so
| think agreed with her lead-in to 102.5.

So that -- when we're | ooking
at the Smart Energy Plan she nentioned that
we had, you know, sone neetings, or in sone
interactions leading into the case, which is
true. Subject to sonme provisions of the
stipulation agreenent in the |last rate case.

And, you know, what we cane
away wi th and understandi ng of that is that
Staff wanted the projects fromthe Smart

Energy Plan. This is again fromour class
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cost of service perspective, fromthe
function that we're involved in. But Staff
want ed i nformati on about the voltage |evel
that projects operate at.

Now, on the old stuff we've
been struggling quite a bit because of, you
know, just the nature of the records we have
on that. But for the Smart Energy Plan we
did exactly what we, you know, we actually in
t hose neetings provided a tenplate and said
this is the type of additional detail we
think you' re tal king about, right?

And so we ultimately produced
that |evel of detail which took at |east, you
know, hundreds, hundreds and hundreds of
projects and assessed the voltage | evel
they're at and categorized the (audi o cut
out) level voltage, as was di scussed.

Now 102.5 and 102.6 are really
not in the scope of anything that was
i nvol ved in any of those discussions in
February or in the stipulation. And the
specific projects that Mss Lange is talking
about are things that are in standi ng work

orders, which basically neans that they're
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amal gamati ons of many, nmany, many, many snal |
projects. They're not |arge enough to, you
know, initiate an entire project on their
own.

So essentially, you know, that
information is, you know, kind of simlar to
the nature that M. Lowery was tal ki ng about
earlier, about, you know, when trying to
collect data on 1,700 different projects.
This is actually not project level, this is
subprojects with many, many different, you
know, custoner -- you know, projects that
i npact different custoners in different
| ocations and things like that, that roll up
together fromdifferent districts, et cetera.

So that's where the indication
was that the level of detail that she was
asking about -- first of all it wasn't, you
know, it's not consistent with the
informati on that we have been preparing
pursuant to the stipulation in our
conversations, you know, |eading up to the
case.

And it's not a type of

information that is, you know, stored in a
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way that is able to be aggregated in any kind
of , you know, in any kind of process that has
got any, you know, efficiency at all. You
know, it's information in districts and with
di fferent engi neers.

You know, and kind of simlar
to the scenario M. Lowery was tal king about
where, you know, the project |evel
information is hundreds of e-mails or
docunments or, you know, things |ike that.

So these standing work orders
just don't have the type of infornmation
accunul ated in the way that M ss Lange was
asking for, and that's just kind of sinply
where the DRs st ood.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M ss Lange,
was that response hel pful to you at all?

M5. LANGE: | nean | think that
response is consistent with their answer when
t heir answer was saying that we have no
docunentation for these projects.

So | guess we just wanted to
bring these to the discovery conference to
confirm you know, before we proceed with

testinony wth clarifying what information
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Ameren is unable to provide, and so | guess
i f they cannot provide any additional
information we'll just let the Conm ssion
know.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  And i ncl ude
that fact in your testinony, |'m assum ng.

M5. LANGE: | guess that's the
best we can do at this point, Judge, |
appreci ate your tine.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.

M. Stokes, next area?

MR. STOKES: Yeah. The next
two | have on the Smart Energy Pl an issues
were 664 and 665. And | think -- | think
those were all requested by Mss Lange. And
| guess, | don't know if going through this
again woul d be helpful or if we just want to
do a quick summary, you know. |f M ss Lange
can explain what she was | ooking for and
Ameren can explain whether that exists or
not .

MS. LANGE: Sure. So Aneren
has two | arge categories identified within
the Smart Energy Plan that in their words are

termed "grid resiliency” is one and
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"communi cation" is the other.

And so we were | ooking for
i nformati on on how those projects set into
accounts. And their response was essentially
-- oh, and I'msorry, | had the wong thing
pul | ed up here.

So they had answers about high
vol tage plants that were inpacting | ow
vol tage accounts. They did provide sone
answer to that, that portion of it.

However they were unable to
general ly describe, you know, the |evel of
detail that was requested, and to that extent
it's the sane as the prior two.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Lowery?

MR WLLS: D d you want ne to
address that?

| guess |I'lIl go ahead and try
to take that. So these questions, and |
don't have themexactly in front of me, but
t he 664 about communi cations equi pnent, it
woul d refer to, at least as | understood it,
t he communi cati ons subpart of the SEP, it
tal ks about everything essentially in our

pl ant records related to comuni cati on, which
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is under both SEP and what we call volt
equi pnent .

But the nature of the question
as | understood it was asking for draw ng,
you know, detail that doesn't exist with
units of mass property. | think --

MS. LANGE: Wait. Steve, |I'm
sorry, | had the wong DR pulled up. |
confused nyself on that, these two aren't
related. |'msorry.

MR WLLS: kay.

M5. LANGE: |If you want to
address 644 first. Wat rate 644 is, this
isn't related to Smart Energy Pl an,
apol ogi ze.

The question on communi cati on
equi pment is there seens to be pieces of
fiberoptic cable, pieces of cable called
under different retirenent units, spread
t hr oughout the accounts.

Based on sone responses to a
couple of the DRs, and I'mnot trying to make
a big deal about one retirenent unit having
two different uses, it's just unclear what is

conduct or and what is conmuni cation equi pnment
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across these accounts.

There are also sone things in
the neter accounts that ook a little odd.
Frankly this DR was asking is there a rhyne
or reason to it, or is it just some stuff got
in some wong places and nost of it should be
in 397, but there is little pieces
everywhere. That was the kind of infornmation
| was | ooking for.

MR WLLS: R ght, so that's --
sorry, go ahead.

M5. LANGE: No, primarily
focused on the distribution accounts.

Because yeah, there is small bits of fiber
optic in a lot of different accounts outside
of the conmuni cati on equi pnent account.

And there is bits of other
communi cati on and control cables in other
accounts in the distribution plant that, you
know, if there's reason for them being there
great, tell nme. But if they're just in the
wong place that's just sonething we need to
get cl eaned up.

MR WLLS: R ght. And we are

wor ki ng on, Judge, a followp of that DR
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Essentially, you know, | think M ss Lange
maybe characterizes it correctly that are
there a lot of nultiple uses.

And so, you know, trying to
clarify which ones belong in which bucket and
sone belong in either/or bucket dependi ng on
how they're used. So we have a foll owp DR
trying to clarify that as best we can,
al t hough these mass property accounts are so
big that, you know, on a retirenent unit
basis we can't always identify exactly what
that specific piece of cable is being used
for inthe field, but we are doing our best
to try to provide sone additional insights in
a followp to that.

M5. LANGE: Ckay. | didn't
know i f that supplenment was going to be
com ng but that is appreciated. And then on
the grid resiliency one, | apol ogize, | got
the two, | was thinking the two were rel at ed.

So the answer says, "W are
unable to identify distribution and assets
that are 'used for grid resiliency' as al nost
any asset on those systens could be

identified as being used for grid
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resiliency.”

What the DR was aski ng about
are those projects under the grid resiliency
category in the SEP

MR. WLLS: Yeah, | guess
woul d say we didn't read it that way. The
gquestion as | recall it he said what assets
could be used in grid resiliency or used for
grid resiliency. | don't know we read it as
bei ng a subset, and I don't know how -- if or
how I would answer it otherw se with that
ot her readi ng.

But I know we considered it,
you know, that all of these things that we're
doing in terns of, you know, upgrading
capacity, using -- putting in, you know, new
infrastructure have inplications to inprove
grid resiliency. So | think our answer was
what we believed it to be for the question
t hat was asked.

M5. LANGE: Ckay. So the
question that | read it as and the question |
wote it as is: "Gve ne the retirenent
units to the extent you can for the grid

resiliency SEP projects.”
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MR WLLS: Well, I'll have to
kind of take that reinterpretation under
advi senent and | ook at what, you know, what
ot her informati on we m ght have on that
t opi c.

But | didn't think |'m prepared
to answer it on the phone here, but | think I
understand that you have a different
intention with that question than what we
read it as.

M5. LANGE: Yeah. And | think
that at one point had the Gand the Rin grid
resiliency capitalized. But yeah, the intent
was those grid resiliency projects fromthe
capi tal plan.

MR WLLS: So | nean | think
with that information | can review the DR
"' mnot exactly sure what, you know, what
response we'll have when we do that, but we
can review it with that information.

M5. LANGE: Ckay. | appreciate
t hat .

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: Ckay. Are we
ready to nove on to the next area?

MR STOKES: | think so,
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think so. Can you hear ne?

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Yes.

MR, STCKES: GCkay. The next
one |I've got it under subsection B, and ny
concern with this one was the extent to which
Ameren was actually searching for information
responsive to this DR.  Attachnent 3 has the
DR and t he response.

What Staff is asking for is the
physi cal |ocation of sone of this property.
And the exanple given is that -- at the top
line, vintage 2005, it's a disconnect switch
with a connectivity cost of 3.7 mllion.

And Aneren's response says, you
know, "assets in these groups are not

identified by a specific location,” and it
tal ks about having themin a, you know,
they're distribution nmass assets.

But in uniform physical
accounts, you know, mass assets don't have a
physical locationinit. And we weren't
asking for a physical location in the US of
A, though. W were asking where is the asset
| ocated. And | think Staff could use that

information to help with its rate design.
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Correct me if I'"mwong on that
one but, you know, we just want to know what
efforts were taken to say, you know, okay we
have a $4 mllion switch, where is it.

It's not enough in Staff's
opinion just to look in your US of A and say
oh, it's not listed there. You know, we
think that, you know, a couple e-mails to
sone people who m ght know woul d be worth the
effort to help Staff find the information it
needs for this one.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Lowery, do

you have a response?

MR. LOAERY: |'m probably going
to have to defer to M. WIls on this one as
well. | nean, you know, $4 mllion --

MR WLLS: Well, I can junp
in, Jim

MR. LOAERY: | think it's

(audi o cut out.)
MR WLLS: | guess our concern
is, you know, and I think M. Stokes
acknow edged that the information in our
cl ai maccounting is mass assets and it

doesn't have a | ocati on.
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And when you're aski ng where an
i ndividual swtch is that you' re reference is
to |l don't think that's in our plant
accounting, that's stored by mass accounti ng.

You don't have anything el se
other than that. | nean could we go out and
find a $3 million switch sonewhere? | don't
know. W probably could do that.

But we were asked where that
switch from 2005 is, and there is nothing in
that record that allows us to track that; in
the plant accounting record, which is the
only thing that's referred to.

You know, the question is about
sonething in plant accounting, that's stored
in a mass property that has no | ocation
identification with it, and the question is
where is that item

You know, when we don't have
anyt hi ng, you know, other than the plant
information to go from which has no | ocation
information. So | nmean goi ng out and asking
sonmeone if they know where any $3 mllion
switchis, it's not responsive innm nmndto

where this line itemthat we were asked
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about .

M5. LANGE: | would agree with
you if this were a common facility, or a
common itemw thin the continuing property
record.

However, this is a very unique
itemw thin the continuing property record.
In fact that's why Staff was aski ng about.

If this itemis being used to

di sconnect/reconnect an individual custoner
it should be treated differently than if this
itemis being used in a general sense for
system operation and reliability.

You know, we want to give the
Conpany every opportunity to provide this
data because this is again sonething that we
think it woul d behove the Conpany to be able
to identify this.

And | nean it really is, you
know, you have nothing in your plant
accounting record that gives you the address
of the Sioux plant, but if we asked you what
does the Sioux plant do, you know, what is
the detail or where -- what does the

equi pnrent in, and | gave you the, you know,
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the structures subaccount for the Sioux plant
you coul d probably tell nme where it is and
what it does.

You know, this is an incredibly
unique item it is an incredibly high dollar
item and it is itemthat based on its name
is very likely to only be involved in serving
one custoner.

If that's the case we need to
assign the cost as closely as possible to
that custonmer. And if it is a general
distribution switch that just for sone
reason, you know, costs $3 million when the
ot her ones each cost about a thousand, you
know, then tell us that.

MR WLLS: | can --

M5. LANGE: And the switch is
just one item | think there were 14 total
items that we asked about in that DR

MR WLLS: | nean this new
anal ogy doesn't really nake sense to ne
because those aren't the (audio cut out.) |
think that we feel very confortable that our
assets are now being done appropriately, and

that, you know, that $3 mllion is
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appropri ate.

And | put it in here and it
doesn't have the information needed to
identify its location, and that's consi stent
wi t h how our accounting records are, you
know, mai ntai ned and appropriate | think.

MR. LONERY: Judge, this is Jim
Lowery. | think what we're saying is we
don't know how to find the switch. The
records don't give us the bread crunbs that |
think Staff wi shes they did so we could go
find the source. And we can't send a couple
of e-mails because | don't know who to send
it to.

We' ve answered the question the
best we can answer the question.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: |Is there any

other way to track this particular switch?

First of all, is this truly a unique switch
that -- or are their dozens of them around
t he systenf

M5. LANGE: It is our -- it is

far and above the cost of the other sw tches
recorded in that account, and it does not

appear to be the sane as the retirenment unit
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that is in use in other accounts.

And based on the conversation
with the Aneren distribution personnel ny
understanding is that it is the sort of
switch that is used to turn a custoner off
and on as that custoner so requires.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: Do you know
why they would be turning a custoner off and
on?

M5. LANGE: | assune to perform
mai nt enance on neters, you know, perform
mai nt enance on that custoner's transforners,
perform mai nt enance on that custoner's
substation if it has its own substation.
There is operational purposes that they would
do that.

JUDCE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.

MR WLLS: | would guess in
our engineer's opinion that he gave in that
neeting is probably the best information that
we have on it relative to -- | keep going
back to we're saying on this switch, and the
only thing we have to identify this switch is
a mass property designation.

So | think that engineer's
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judgnent, you know, that what he said was
probably useful is probably what its used
for.

But as far as, you know,
finding it physically, we didn't have really
a path to that, you know, w thout going out
and | guess having sonme peopl e inspect.

You know, yeah, | just -- |
nmean | think in our engineer's judgnment on
that is the best we can have on howit's
probably being used and where it m ght be.

MR, H CKMAN: | wanted to add
to that, this is Tom H ckman with Aneren as
wel | .

During that conversation |
think that he tal ked about isolating
i ndi vi dual custoners to work on their
equi pnent, but also isolating sections of
di stribution equipnment to work on it to the
extent that its needed.

| don't think that it was the
use case for disconnect swtches was
specifically only to serve individua
custonmers. That's ny recollection of the

conversation with the engi neers invol ved.
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M5. LANGE: And Tom | agree
with that. That was the distinction |I was
trying to nmake, which is why it's inportant
to verify the location. Because if it is
used to disconnect portions of circuit than
that would be properly allocable nore
broadly. And if it is used to disconnect and
reconnect a particular customer than that
woul d be assignable to that custoner as
closely as possible. And that's why it
matters.

And so whether the $3 mllion
is broadly allocable probably isn't going to
have a big inpact on CCOS. But if $3 million
of rate base needs to be added to the revenue
requi renments of a class of small custoners,
particularly, you know, in our LDS class
there is not that many custoners to spread it
over.

W want to A be sure we're not
doing that unless it's right. And B, nake
sure that we have the docunentation to
substantiate that as opposed to, you know, an
of f-the-hand its probably this comment in a

nmeeting. Wiich we do appreciate that
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neeti ng, we do appreciate that personnel were
made avail able for the discussion.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF:  All right.
Anyt hing el se from Aneren on that?

MR WLLS: Well, | guess
just -- I will just foll owup saying, Judge,
| understand M ss Lange's desire to direct
assign that piece of equipnent.

But | think that there are
reasons why allocations for nass property
accounts is the standard in the industry and,
you know, sone of these reasons are reasons
of discovery.

Li ke this that you're talking
about, you know, so many specific pieces of
equi pnent, the equi pnent that has a certain
anount of detail in the plant record, and
then a certain anmount of information that is
not retained in plant records.

And, you know, the goal of
direct assigning every piece of nmass property
is areally cunbersone thing that there is |
t hink practical considerations to why people
use al | ocati ons.

M5. LANGE: And Judge, if | may
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respond?

JUDGE WOCODRUFF:  Sur e.

MS. LANGE: This DR, and npst
of the DRs that | issued, would not have been

i ssued had the Conpany provided responses to
the DRs 104 and 105.

This DR is seeking to do the
wor k that we understood the Conpany to have
agreed to do in the last rate case. At this
point that is a matter for testinony and for
Commi ssion resolution, but that's why we are
where we are.

Because we legitimtely thought
that two or three DRs for information that
t he Conpany was working on since June of | ast
year woul d answer virtually all of our
guestions about distribution classification,
and we found that not to be the case.

M5. LOWERY: Your Honor, this
is JimLowery. To be clear we legitimtely
did not think we had agreed to any such
t hi ng.

JUDCGE WOODRUFF: Wl I, as
M ss Lange says | think that is a matter of

sone testinony for resolution.
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M. Stokes, want to nove on to
t he next area?

MR. STCKES:. Yes, please.

To 718 we do have a response,
so that one drops off. On 716, DR 716, this
is along DR, but I think in this |ast
di scussion | think is that hel pful
illustration of kind of maybe what M ss Lange
was | ooking for.

And, you know, we've had Aneren
tal k about, you know, their reading of
certain DRs, and they, you know, they
understand them as they understood to be --
you know, they answered them as they said
t hey understood them but as they understood
them apparently Aneren is readi ng several of
t hese as asking for information that is not
I n existence.

But what we're really want is
just kind of a bit nore dialogue from Aneren
and on DR 611, 612, 489, you know, sayi ng
what are you | ooking for, how can we get it
to you. You know, it m ght not be, you know,
the informati on m ght not be in our mass

product record but maybe sonebody sonewhere
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knows where this switch is.

It's kind of, you know, know ng
nore about what information resides where
could help Staff draft nore targeted DRs and
data requests that do get information that
Ameren does have. And so that's really kind
of the spirit of this DR

And Sarah, you can expound on
that if you want.

M5. LANGE: | nean it seens
i ke nost of the DRs we've issued the
response has been well this information is in
this systemand that information is in that
system

We're just trying to figure out
what is where, what can be cross-referenced
wi th what, and whether, you know, |, you
know, | don't know how -- well, | do know
how. The fact that this was objected in ful
i nstead of at |east a sunmary expl anation of
what repositories exist and what information
resi des where.

You know, we want to at |east
use the right terms, you know. Tell us what

you call your billing system Tell us what
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you call your custonmer data system Are
t hose the sanme systen? Are they different
systens? You know, what is the systemcall ed
that the distribution personnel actually use
to do their day-to-day jobs?

How or does it interface with
t he general |edger? How or does it interface
with the continuing property record? You
know, we're just asking for basic informtion
and we got a full objection and no response.

MR, STOKES: And just to add on
that, you know, it hasn't trickled down to
the Mssouri civil rules yet, but Federal
rules require these, you know, initial
di scovery conferences where exchangi ng
information like that is just par for the
course. W do think it would hel p make
di scovery go better if we were able to
exchange that kind of information.

JUDGE WOCDRUFF: M. Lowery, do
you have a response?

M5. LOVNERY: | don't know if
you' ve | ooked at this request, Judge, but it
is replete with questions, conpound questions

on top of conpound questions that the Staff
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greatly understates what they're asking here.

And, you know, 1'I1 let
M. WIls or M. H cknman speak nore
specifically, but when we saw this DR by our
estimation we're tal king about, | don't know
if a man week or a person week is a real
thing, but we really don't even know where to
begin to provide the kind of |evel of detail.
And the answers, you know, to this engineer
or district has a spreadsheet that has sone
of this information in it, we don't know.

You know, tal ked about our
5,000 enpl oyees or whatever it is. This is
so far reaching we don't even know where to
begin in answering, and so we obj ect ed.

We objected | think three weeks
ago today. And they didn't have to approach
us, Staff counsel didn't have to call ne up
and say is there any way we can conprom se on
this, how about this? You know, that
conversation didn't take place, though.

We objected, and here we are
today. And so | don't know how to even begin
to deal with this particular DR but | think

the objection is conpletely well taken given
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the breadth and the scope and the | evel of
detail and the tremendous anount of work that
woul d probably take weeks to conplete as
asked. | don't knowif M. WIIls has

anyt hing you want to add or not.

MR WLLS: | would just add to
what you said, Jim you know, the DR itself
Is not -- when | read the DR |1 don't hear
anything close to the request that Staff has
articul at ed.

The DR is extrenely conpl ex and
| ong and i npacts many, nmany, nany systens and
departnents and personnel then that woul d
have to provide that information to be
responsive. | guess |I'mjust restating what
you' ve already said, Jim so | guess |'|
| eave it at that.

M5. LANGE: So here is the
guandary that Staff is left at. Wen we ask
sonet hing |ike please generally explain and
descri be each | edger, data system map or
ot her source of repository of data to which
t he Conpany records information, when we ask
a question like that we're told we're too

vague.
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So in ny mnd asking a vague
question first followed by a series of
det ai | ed questions should, you know, cause at
| east sone data to be provided.

It's interesting when we get DR
-- or we get DRs objected to that are too
vague, and then when we ask a DR with
detail ed questions we're told it's overly
broad and burdensone and requires anal ysis.

It's very interesting to nme
that the Conpany takes this position on its
data requests. And again, if this is the
position that the Conpany has taken, that it
is too difficult and too unreasonable to
answer this question | understand that. |
understand that the Conpany is taking the
position that its interm x of data
repositories is too conplicated to expl ain.

And if you can't answer it, you
can't answer it. W wanted to give you this
opportunity to provide at |east a parti al
answer. And as | indicated earlier, with
that partial answer we can hopeful ly nake
this nore productive, because at this point

it has not been very productive.
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M5. LONERY: Judge, we woul d
certainly agree that in this particular area
of the case the discovery has not been very
productive. W have a different perspective
as to why that is, but regardl ess, as you
said, the issue is not to lay blanme one way
or the other, so I'll nove on.

Let me say one other thing,

t hough. Qur issues with nost of the hundred
DRs that we received from M ss Lange, we
haven't -- and | can't say we haven't
conpl ai ned any aspect of themis vague. |I'm
sure there are sone vagueness objecti ons.

In sonme of those objections I
t hi nk, Judge, you understand that fol ks have
to protect thenselves, so to speak, when they
get a data request so that if we get in a
di spute about the answer we've at | east
rai sed the right objection or all the
possi bl e objections. But if we don't we
wai ve them and you understand that |'m sure.
But | don't think that's really been the
obj ection in nobst cases.

The real issue here is that

M ss Lange wants a |level of detail that our
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records don't provide. O if they provide it
it's di spersed anong whoever, all over the
Conpany, and with weeks of work you m ght be
able to dig it out sonmewhere nmaybe, probably
not in nost cases.

And Staff is unhappy about
that, and we understand that Staff is unhappy
about that. W can't do anything about it.
It is what it is. Qur records contain the
| evel of detail they contain, and | don't
know that there is really nuch nore that can
be said about it. That's where we are.

Staff will say what they want
about that in their testinmony. We wll
respond, and that's really where we're going
to be | think.

M5. LANGE: And so --

JUDGE WOODRUFF: Let ne junp in
here for a second. |Is there roomfor a
conproni se DR here? M. Lowery, you suggest
that Staff should have cone forward and tal k
wi th you about whatever kind of conprom se
you had in mnd. Can we do that today?

M ss Lange, if you want to

speak?
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MR, LONERY: |'m happy to talk
about it, Judge. |I'mlooking at this thing
on the screen. | certainly -- | certainly

can't, you know, in the context of this
di scovery conference figure out howto

negoti ate sone conprom se. But we would

certainly --

MB. LANGE: Judge --

MR. LOAERY: We woul d be
willing to discuss it. W've offered to neet

earlier. You know, after the first discovery
conference, Judge, | believe when there was
quite a bit of controversy about a nunber of
t hese data requests from M ss Lange | nmade a
poi nt specifically followng up with Staff
counsel and saying we are willing to sit down
with you and tal k about, and | think there
were four or five DRs at that tine discussed
inthis area, and we didn't hear anything for
weeks about having that discussion.

So we are willing to tal k, of
course, and we have been. But | don't think
| can problemsolve a DRwith this |evel of
detail. It makes nmy head spin | ooking at it

here today.
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JUDGE WOODRUFF: M ss Lange?

M5. LANGE: So Judge -- oh, I'm
sorry. Yes, there is about five things to
respond tointhat. 1'll try to keep it as
short as possi bl e.

First I hope you notice that in
hi s concerns about us asking too nmany DRs,
that he indicated we would ask DRs and they
woul d be seeking information that's spread
out across the Conpany and we woul dn't
identify where we needed that information
from Well, that's what we tried to do with
this DR

Second, he indicated that, you
know, we should have reached out sooner.

This DR was objected in full. This DR did
not indicate that a partial response would be
forthcom ng, this DR was objected in full.
|'"'mnot acting in a capacity as
an attorney in this matter, but if you object
to sonething in full ny understanding is that
t hat nmeans you do not intend to produce
responsi ve docunentati on or an answer.
The other fact is that when he

t al ked about that we took weeks and weeks to
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arrange that neeting. Part of the discussion
for that neeting is that we would be provided
with sone information fromthe Conpany to

di scuss at that neeting.

| don't have all the docunents
in front of me of the tine line. W
schedul ed the neeting as soon as possible
after that information that was to be
di scussed at the neeting was produced by the
Conpany.

And agai n, nost of these DRs
rel ate back to those DRs 104 and 105 that |
suspect you will hear far nore than you ever
wanted to hear about in the context of the
actual deliberation of this case.

So that said, boy would be I
happy to receive literally any information in
response to this question. | think the nore
i nformati on the Conpany can provide A, the
nore productive things will be going forward,
and B, the better resolution there could
possi bly be to this case.

MR, LOWNERY: Judge, | only just
want to make one quick point. | have

practiced in this area for a long tine and
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other civil cases as well. | have had many
dozens of instances where a total objection
has been made to an interrogatory or requests
for production and data requests, and it's
comonpl ace for the attorneys for both sides
to talk about a resolution of those

obj ecti ons.

In fact, M. Stokes and | had
such a conversation about eight different DRs
that we fully objected to | ast week. And
guess what? We worked out conprom ses on the
eight DRs. So the idea that we objected and
Staff is and handi capped and can't cone to us
and tal k about a conprom se is frankly not
accurate at all in the real world.

M5. LANGE: And Jim that
characterization is abysnally inaccurate.

You objected in full. Staff has no
obligation to beg and plead to get

i nformation fromyou that you shoul d have
provided in response to DRs.

This is neither here or there
for purposes of this discovery conference so
"1l just quit there.

MR, STOKES: Judge, this is
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Curt. And I'm-- maybe what we can do is
just get a conmtnent to nmaybe i medi ately
after this discovery conference kind of sit
down and, you know, naybe we can, you know,
get M ss Lange and sonebody from Ameren who
has sone information about their IT system or
where the information resides, kind of break
this DR apart and try to figure sonething
out .

M5. LANGE: So M. Stokes, ny
concern with that is | feel we need witten
docunentation. | think neeting notes are
only as good as neeting notes. | wll accept
what ever Aneren can provide on this, and if
Ameren can provi de nothing than Aneren can
provi de not hi ng.

| "' m hopeful they will take this
opportunity to give us the information to
allow us to ask nore tailored DRs and to
better frame the discussions that are needi ng
to occur as a result of their inability or
unwi | I'i ngness to answer DRs 104 and 105.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: All right. |
certainly encourage any further discussions

if the parties find out it would be hel pful.
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M. Stokes, anything el se?

MR. STOKES: | believe that
t akes care of Section C. Section D, DRs that
we received a response which | had concerns
about information being either inconplete or
the informati on was not responsive to what
Staff was | ooking for.

And | think the first one is
data request 104.6 asking about the nunber of
conductors associated with each circuit. And
if Mss Lange can explain that nuch better
than I can, | believe, because of the
techni cal nature of what she's asking for

M5. LANGE: We're sinply asking
how many conductors are associated with each
circuit. The response we got fromthe
Conpany was an objection that that requires
anal ysi s.

| would find that concerning if
t he Conpany isn't aware of how many
conductors are on each circuit. | guess
we're just giving theman opportunity to
clarify. |If they want to | guess stand with
that objection and if we can get a witten

response to that effect.
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JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Lowery?

MR. LOWAERY: Judge, |'m going
to have to ask M. WIlls to respond. | don't
know the details about that. But if we
objected it calls for analysis, we felt it
calls for analysis. | think we stand by the
obj ecti on.

MR WLLS: Sorry, | can junp
in, Jim

Yeah, exactly. So | guess the
guestion cones down to again, our folks that
provide that kind of information. A circuit
is a long and conplex entity that is not just
one answer. They have to anal yze the
circuit.

Now | will say, and maybe we
can cut short the conversation on this
because |I think we're working on an alternate
response to that that we should have what |
think is relevant information that will help
M ss Lange understand, you know, that type of
i nformati on.

But as far as, you know, the
objection, it's not that we don't, you know,

know how many conductors there are, but
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circuits are long and conpl ex and they

change over time. And there would have to be
a way to amal gamate the response that covers
many potentially different voltages and

di fferent phases.

And so the answer would require
anal ysis, but what we are going to do is
provi de an alternate response that we think
is helpful on the topic.

M5. LANGE: This is the first
we're |l earning of that provision of the
alternate response and we | ook forward to
receiving it.

JUDCGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.

MR STOKES: And this is Curt,
and | think any tinme that there is an
obj ection that, you know, a response woul d
require analysis, | think it would be hel pful
if the objection also indicated, you know,
does Ameren have the informati on that that
anal ysis woul d be based on, and can Aneren
get us that information. And then Staff can
do the analysis and get to the sane
information. | think that would be hel pful.

Then | think that noves us to
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533, and let ne see. | think that those are
requests about distribution infrastructure
installed across a range of scenarios. And |
t hi nk that goes back to sonmething M ss Lange
said earlier about, you know, trying to get
to the sane information that wasn't provi ded
in response to DRs 104 and 105.

And | think Mss Lange can
probably give it a |lot better description
than | just did.

M5. LANGE: And we did neet on
this. It still remains on the |ist because
nmy understanding is that Aneren was going to
make a good faith effort to provide the
i nformation, sonme relative cost information
if they could. So we hope that that is
recei ved, but under the circunstances we had
to leave it on the |ist.

MR LONERY: M. WIIls, any
comment on that one?

MR WLLS: | think we did have
that neeting and we did say we woul d take
anot her | ook at that and continue to have
conversations with engineers about the topic.

| still don't have any |ike additional answer
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at this point but we continue to tal k about
it. We'll see if we can conme up with
sonething for it over tine.

But | think they really, you
know, they struggle to conme up with these
generalizations on a very conplex electric
system so we're thinking about that, about
how to kind of sinplify that into an answer.

JUDGE WOCODRUFF:  Any ideas on
how long it wll take?

MR. WLLS: Yeah, | can't say
that 1'mclose to having sonething. | think
t hey provided that, you know, | got a nunber
of conversations. | don't think I'mon the
cusp of having sonething, I'll say.

MR. LONERY: Judge, | think we
don't really know how to provide sonething
nore but we continue to explore ways to try
to figure that out. | don't think we know
how to provi de anything nore at this point.

M5. LANGE: And Judge, to
clarify what we said, we will accept
literally any informati on they can provide
about the relative cost of building circuit

at different voltage |evels.
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So what it costs to run, you
know, just relative information. You know,
what it costs under the sane circunstances to
run a mle of secondary cable; a mle of
12.47, you know, double wire; a mle of, you
know, 34KB. Any general information on that.

s it, you know, a hundred
dollars, is it a thousand dollars, is it
$10,000? And | think I've said this in, you
know, virtually every discovery conference
|"ve said that sane thing. W wll accept
any information that they can provide on
t hat .

JUDCGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.

M. Stokes, next area.

MR STOKES: Yes, we get to
592, and that one gets back to a stipulation
in a 2019 rate case, paragraph 41-A. There
IS one provision in there that | quote is,
"“Upon request by Staff, the Conpany, Anmeren,
shal | make avail abl e determ nants associ at ed
with the potential creation of a coincident
peak demand charge for all classes.”

And ny understanding is that

the response to 592 gave average demand by
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cl ass, where Staff was | ooking for peak
demand. And the second part of that is
paragraph 41 of the sane stipulation had a
provi sion for providing information, quote,
"Wth and wi thout applicable netering or
vol tage adj ustnents."

And ny understanding is that
response to DR 592 did not provide the
information with that, quote, "with and
w t hout . "

And Sarah m ght be able to, you
know, explain that a little bit better again.

M5. LANGE: Well no, you did it
all, Curt, | appreciate it.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Response,

M. Lowery?

MR. LOAERY: 1'Il let M. WIIs
respond.

MR. WLLS: Sure. | think
there is a fewitenms | think here. First of
all we provided our response over a nonth
ago. This is the first I've heard that there
was anything wong with it. So | didn't know
it needed any followup, either formal or

informal, that |'maware of or else we would
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have addressed that.

The second point | nmake is that
when | opened the data request | see
aggregate and averages per custoner, what it
asks for, so | can't speak to why M ss Lange
doesn't think it's there, but | see it in the
response that | read.

MS. LANGE: So sorry, Steve,
yes. The aggregate -- the -- you did the
second half of the quote but not the first
half. So I'mlooking for the information for
the creation of a coincident peak denmand
char ge.

MR. WLLS: What information is
that that's not in there?

M5. LANGE: Well, | think what
we had tal ked about before were custoner NTP
information. So you've got aggregate --

MR. WLLS: What is NIP
i nformation for a peak demand charge?

M5. LANGE: Ckay. And so this
is, | think this is sonmething that Aneren had
been interested in in the past, Steve. Think
about the context of that STIP and what we
were tal king about at the tine of the STIP.
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This is where we were | ooki ng
at potentially doing an NTP demand charge not
based on around the clock NTP but based on
NTP t hat occurs during a defined coincident
peak.

MR WLLS: GCkay. | nean
remenber us having had conversations about
different stuff with demand charges. |
t hought in this particular case that you were
| ooki ng for a demand charge, what is in the
STI P and what is asked for.

| mean we want ed, you know, we
have data to do a decision list and are
willing to share data about that. | think
t he standard coincident, | think the
information is adequate to do that.

We can, you know, we have both
research and starting to build AM data and |
agree that we tal ked about in the past being
able to do different rate designs and to | ook
at different rate designs and cal cul ate data
for it.

| think what we were under st ood
you were |l ooking for is a coincident peak,

and we have infornmation for a coi nci dence
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peak there, so | nean.

M5. LANGE: |Is this sonething
where the Conpany will be supplenenting it
with that information or not?

MR, LOAERY: | think it depends
on whether we've answered the question or
not. |If we have then we've answered the
guestion. If there's a different question
then we'll deal with a different question.

M5. LANGE: Well, there's the
guestion in the context of the stipulation
fromthe | ast rate case, which is the quoted
| anguage, and you affirmatively did not
answer that question.

MR,  LOAERY: Well, |I'm not
sure, we're claimng the stipulation --

MR. WLLS: The stipulation
asks for hourly, aggregate, and average
demand by class. The response has hourly,
aggregate, and average demand by cl ass.

M5. LANGE: And woul d you
consi der that --

MR, WLLS: That's the way
read the stipulation, that's what | thought

you want ed.
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M5. LANCE: So in the context
of the last rate case, which is where this
| anguage is comng from "Conpany shall nake
avai | abl e determ nants associated wth the
potential creation of a coincident peak
demands charge for all classes.” So you
think that this --

MR WLLS: Then it goes on to
specifically request aggregate, hourly demand
by class. And | thought that's what you
wanted to use to create the charge that you
were referencing in that stipulation. That's
what was described there.

M5. LANGE: | think that the
testinmony in that particularly your testinony
t al ki ng about the devel opnent of the demand
charge for the TQU custoners woul d probably
be informative of what that |anguage neant.

MR WLLS: ay. | didn't go
back and read the testinony. | just did what
the stipulation and the data requests said to
do.

So | nmean like | said, |I'm
happy to work with you on rates, on data for

rate design. | thought this was what you
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were | ooking for in the rates.

M5. LANGE: And I'mnot trying
to cast aspersions or anything, |'mjust
aski ng whether or not that is sonething
that's going to be provided as a suppl enent.

MR, LOVNERY: | think we wl
di scuss -- we will discuss your perspective
and get back to you on what we are or are not
going to do.

| think that the fact that
various positions were taking in testinony
and settlements reached. Wat was said or
not said in testinony you'll have your on
perspective on. (Audio cut out.)

M5. LANGE: And this was an
i ssue on which Aneren and Staff were in
agreenent. Again, this is not intended to
cast aspersions, | just need to know whet her
or not l'mgoing to be able to have the data
to do rate design.

And this was sonet hing where we
were unable to get nore details in the |ast
rate case because Anmeren took the position
they didn't know exactly what data they woul d
have and exactly what format, and that's why
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| didn't ask for data in any particular
format here for the creation of that charge.

| just asked for what information do you have
on it consistent with the prior STIP.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: What is hear
iIs that you're going to tal k sone nore.

MR. LONERY: Judge, what |I'm
committed to is we will caucus and get back
to Staff as to whether or not we think a
suppl enentation i s appropriate or not.

MR STOKES: And this is Curt.
| had a hard tinme follow ng the technica
aspect of that conversation. WII that
conversation al so include, you know, the
concern about the with and wi thout an
applicable neeting or voltage adj ustnent
pi ece?

MR WLLS: W're happy to
di scuss all the elenents of it. | nean we
can get into that, but yeah, we can, yeah, we
can di scuss that.

MR STOKES: (kay.

And then | think it gets us to
our penultinmate issue, which is DR 615. |

t hi nk Sarah can explain that one again better
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than I can. But | think there was a request
in there for sonme ranges, and | think there
was a concern that the ranges weren't
provided in the response to this one.

And is Mss Lange available to
explain that one?

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M ss Lange,
can you hear us?

M5. LANGE: Yeah. |'msorry, |
was having trouble getting nmy phone screen to
respond.

So yeah, again this is one
where we tried to ask as generally as we
could and the response says there is no
typical installation, which is why we asked
for ranges in the -- in the question itself
sayi ng what are -- what is plants that could
be inplicated in this.

MR. LONERY: M. WIIls or
M. H ckman, it's ny understanding we didn't
think Staff asked for rate in this question.

MR. WLLS: Yeah, | nean
readi ng the question | don't see the request
for ranges for types of plants.

MR HCKMAN: This is Tom And
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that's consistent with ny understandi ng when
| asked to try to get sone feedback from
engi neers.

The question asked for typical
over head and underground service drops and
then provides a range of custoner types. And
the issue | think that they had is that
whenever you | ook at sone of these custoner
types there is not a typical installation for
t hese custoner types.

And so the question kind of
circled back to the fact that there is not a
typical installation. So | think as | read
the question if | understand there to be a
range the range is the different customner
types. But what was asked for was a typical
installation across the custoner types, and
the custoner types do not necessarily have
typical installations.

M5. LANGE: And again,
literally any information we can get on this
is appreciated. You know, | amsure there is
sone overlap and | understand, you know, the
rate classification does not necessarily, you

know, you may have really simlar, you may
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have the sane plant for a really big LGS
custoner for -- I'msorry, a real small LGS
custoner or a really big SGS custoner.

Literally any information is
better than what we have at this point.

MR WLLS: [|'Il just say
wor ki ng wi th engi neers on these requests for
typical is -- | nmean it's eye opening in
tal ki ng about we had some conversations with
engi neers that yeah, they really just don't
think in terns of typical

Every situation, you know, has
nuance and uni queness to them And it
becones very difficult to get engineers to
genericize sonmething that is unlike. | nean
we coul d make another run at seeing what they
could provide on that, but it is very
detai |l ed and specific.

And | don't know, just trying
to genericize sonmething for a PS custoner or
a (audio cut out) there will be 17 questions
about well, what is their equipnent. They'l
ask 17 questions before, you know, trying to
even opi ne on what type of equi pnent they

woul d use.
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That is kind of the nature of
how our, you know, how we'll feed the world,
and in ny experience anyway. So it's very
chal l enging to pin soneone down on this is
average for that class. It's just not how
they tend to operate and think.

M5. LANGE: And so just to
contextualize this, again this is one where
we asked for what is the actual dispersal of
t hese assets by voltage and by rate schedul e,
and we did not get that infornmation.

So we can't get actual, we're
asking for the next best thing. And | guess
we' re asking for the next best thing to the
next best thing because again, any
information is better than none.

MR. WLLS: Judge, | think we
think we've answered it to the best of our
ability. W hear the request, but | think
we' ve answered to the best of our ability, |
don't know what else to say about it.

JUDGE WOODRUFF: M. Stokes,
you want to nove on, then?

MR, STOKES: Yeah, | guess it's

to our | ast one, data request 681. This one
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asked for the average nunber of custoners by
nonth taking service on very pernutations of
rate schedul es and voltages billed and
served.

And there was |ike an enpty
spreadsheet provided in response to that and
you know, | think the request was just, you
know, fill this spreadsheet out if you can.

At our July 20 discovery
conference Aneren indicated they intended to
answer, and the answer that we got | think
was mssing the information that M ss Lange
was | ooking for.

| think there was a foll ow up
and there was al so Aneren had objected to
this request and, you know, given their
i ndi cation of July 20 conference that they
intended to respond | didn't know what the
status of the -- | don't know if they're
relying on the objections or, you know, if
they just didn't have the infornmation.

M5. LANGE: And so we did just
get | ate yesterday sone additional responses
to this. Actually it wasn't to this DR, but

it was to a followup to this DR So we do
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have sonme things to work from now.

There were a | ot of caveats in
t hat response, and that response still does
not provide voltage rate schedule, which |
nmean that is how many custoners do you serve
under what rate at a given voltage is as
fundanental as | think you can get to cl ass
cost of service and to chargi ng rates.

So again, we just want to give
t he Conpany every opportunity to provide as
much i nformation as we can possibly get to
this because I nean | can't think of a nore
critical question to cost of service and
particularly to pricing out sone of their
el ements like rider B and rider C

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Any response
from Ameren?

MR. WLLS: Yeah. | can --
don't know if the response in the additional
i nformati on you got yesterday, |'mnot sure
whi ch one that is.

Tom Hi ckman, if you're on and
you know, is there one?

MR LOVWERY: M. WIls, it's

681.1 was the response we provi ded yesterday.
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MR WLLS: ay. | don't have
that open in front of nme, though.

MR, H CKMAN. Do you know whi ch
one we're tal king about, the netering voltage
one?

MR, WLLS: Yeah. Then that is
the information | was thinking of. And so
that is, you know, required us to do
addi ti onal analysis, but we did go ahead and
do it wllingly and, you know, after the kind
of request we've had on this topic.

But, you know, | guess just
with it being a foundational to class cost of
service if anything, you know. | would just
suggest that we've had cl ass cost of service
for the last two decades and never provided
this information. So we're doing our best to
get what M ss Lange would |Iike to have. |
t hi nk we' ve provided sonething that is very
usef ul .

But | think, you know, there
are standards of class cost of service that
are reasonabl e where you treat custoners not
by i ndividual voltages but by the voltage
buckets in this category, which is what we do
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and we' ve always done. So it's pretty much
every party |'ve ever been aware of is class
cost of service. W're doing our best to get
the additional detail Mss Lange wants.

But | can't inmagine we've done
cl ass cost of service for 20 years without it
and that -- 20 years, you know, it's a
hundred years without it, but we' ve given
what we can get.

M5. LANGE: And in those
hundred years how nmany years have you had
seven different residential rate schedul es?

MR, LOVNERY: Judge, | think
we' ve answered the question to the best of
our ability. M ss Lange has a different
perspective about the |evel of detail that
ought to be available to class cost of
servi ce.

We don't have it. | think
we've told her that in | don't know how many
different DRs. And so |I'msure we're
probably going to hear in testinony why we
shoul d have had X, Y, and Z. That's
di scovery.

MS5. LANGE: And this is where

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

177



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

it would be very hel pful to have that
i nformati on about what information is
contai ned in what repository and how t hey can
and cannot cross reference.

And | would note that yes,
Ameren's initial response to this DR is that
they did not have it, and yet yesterday | got
alot of it. And so that's what's very
frustrating with this process is waiting and
waiting and waiting and two to three nonths
|ater learning that the informati on we were
told was unavail abl e is avail abl e.

W're grateful that it's
avail able, but we're really closing in on the
time when we can accommodate it in our direct
case. So this is the last plea to get
i nformati on.

MR. LOWNERY: Sounds |ike a
cl assic case of no good deed goes unpuni shed,
Judge. W voluntary in an effort to be
hel pful did an analysis that we didn't have
to do to conme up with sonme information. But
we didn't go pluck data from sone repository
to do that. W had to do anal ysis.

We don't have to do that, and
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we did it in this particular instance because
we were trying to be hel pful.

JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.

M. Stokes, anything el se?

MR STOKES: No, | think that's
it. | think, you know, ny statenent did
have, you know, a note in there about, you
know, the objections raised, you know, 80 or
so DRs that they were overly burdensone.

| do want to reiterate that
this is, you know, a $300 nmillion rate
i ncrease. The presunption is an evidentiary
i ssues, it's not a shielded discovery of
rel evant informtion.

And, you know, | think
especially on, you know, information about
$2.2 billion in Smart Energy Pl an
expenditures and rate design that, you know,
the information Staff is asking for is
inmportant. And that we just want to get as
much cooperation as we can fromthe Conpany.

When we' re asking for
i nformation, you know, don't parse the data
requests that Staff is sending in a way that

you can answer that there is no responsive

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

179



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

ER- 2021- 0240; GR-2021-0241, Vol. 111

i nformati on.
You know, | ook at the
information. You know, there was a | ot of
gl oss put on the phrase cost-benefit analysis
to say that Ameren didn't have a response to
those. But really put the clai mlanguage
i nformati on, understandi ng, you know, did you
anal ysis the cost and benefits of these $2.2
billion in expenditures and can you get us
t hose, you know, the analyses that you did.
You know, a good exanpl e of
that is the oversight comnmttee information,
you know, so. You know, in sone this
information is inportant. Custoners need to
pay for the benefits that they're receiving,
but Staff needs the information about the
benefits so that we can put a nunber on that.
And, you know, cost benefit
information is pretty basic. And, you know,
when you're tal king about $2.2 billion it
really is incredibly inportant to get in.
And so again, you know, don't
overly parse or |ayer additional neetings or
constructions on, you know, just the plain

| anguage of our DRs. And, you know, just get
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us the information that we're asking for.
JUDGE WOODRUFF:  Ckay.
Anyt hi ng anybody el se wants to bring up while
we're on the record here?
All right. Well with that then
we wll be adjourned. Thank you all.

(O f the record.)
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