BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of )
Laclede Gas Company to Transferan ) Case No. GM-2017-0018
Asset to Spire Pipeline, Inc. )

OPC REPLY TO LACLEDE’S MOTION TO STAY

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”) and fas Reply to
Laclede Gas Company’s (“Laclede”) Motion to Stagderedings, states:

1. This case involves Laclede’s application to aalleight-mile pipeline to a
Laclede affiliate, Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“STL Rilne”). On February 16, 2017,
Laclede filed a Motion to Stay Proceedings, statBmre Pipeline is “exploring” and
“considering” other routes, and “may” cease itsspitrof Laclede’s pipeline.

2. Because of the potential that Spire Pipeling ldild a new pipe rather
than acquire Laclede’s pipe, Laclede requestsya stating, “it would not be an efficient
use of the Commission’s or the parties’ resouroesontinue working on the matters at
issue in this proceeding.” Laclede asks the Comignisto issue a stay that relieves Staff
from filing a report and “all other activities suab discovery.”

3. OPC has a single outstanding discovery requedtatiede that OPC
requestsnot be subject to the stay. Otherwise, OPC has nectibp to the relief
requested by Laclede, including a stay of the Staéport.

4, OPC submitted the discovery request to Laclenld=ebruary 1, 2017,
after learning Laclede had entered into a twen@) (2ar term “precedent agreement”

with Spire Pipeline whereby Laclede agreed to bé&foaindation shipper” with a



commitment of 350 MMcf of natural gas per day. O$@ata request simply asks for a
copy of this agreement and communication surroundine agreement to better
understand the circumstances under which Lacletiezhinto this significant long-term
affiliate transaction commitment.

5. The precedent agreement is relevant to this loasause it is between the
two parties to the proposed sale of the eight-mifgeline. The terms of Laclede’s
twenty-year affiliate gas purchasing commitments aftso relevant generally in the
interest of transparency towards the captive custsrthat will be required to pay for the
gas Laclede has committed to purchase from it4cdéfi It is a far better process for
OPC, and the Commission, to understand Laclede&ig-term commitments up front,
rather than after the fact during a prudency rewdvereby concerns can only be raised
after the affiliate transactions are already congale Moreover, if OPC were to identify
concerns with the Laclede/Spire Pipeline commitmins better that those concerns be
understood and addressed now than in a pruden@wevhereby Laclede would argue
the agreement is presumed to be prudent. If tledeta/Spire Pipeline twenty-year gas
purchasing commitment is in the public interestclede should have no issue with
providing that agreement to OPC.

WHEREFORE, the Office of the Public Counsel resjpdigt requests the
Commission approve Laclede’s request for a stajh wie exception that Laclede be
required to answer the single outstanding dataestqirom OPC that is due to be

answered on February 21, 2017.
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By:___/s/ Marc D. Poston
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