BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company

)

of Joplin, Missouri, for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing
)
Case No. ER-2002-424
Rates for Electric Service Provided to Customers in the
)
Tariff No. 200200743

Missouri Service Area of the Company.




)

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE RESPONSE

This order grants The Empire District Electric Company’s motion for an extension of time in which to file its response to the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission’s motion to consolidate cases.

On May 13, 2002, Staff filed a motion requesting that the Commission consolidate this case with Case No. ET‑2002‑1058 regarding tariff changes for Empire District Electric Company’s line extension policies.  The Commission directed any responses to that motion be filed no later than May 23, 2002.

On May 22, 2002, Empire filed a motion asking that the Commission allow it an additional 60 days in which to file its response.  Empire stated that settlement discussions were ongoing and that the issues in ET‑2002‑1058 may be resolved as a result of those discussions.  No objections to Empire’s motion have been filed.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That The Empire District Electric Company’s Motion to Extend Time for Response filed on May 22, 2002, is granted.

2. That responses to the Staff Motion to Consolidate Permanent Rate Case and Extension Tariff Filing shall be filed no later than July 22, 2002.

3. That this order shall become effective on June 14, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 4th day of June, 2002.
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