STATE OF MISSOURI
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service
Commission held at its office in
Jefferson City on the 23" day of
October, 2008.

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s )
Application for Variance to Make an Accelerated ) Case No. GE-2009-0142
Adjustment to Budget Billing Amounts )

ORDER REGARDING VARIANCE TO ALLOW REDUCTION OF BUDGET
BILLING AMOUNTS

Issue Date: October 23, 2008 Effective Date: October 28, 2008

On October 17, 2008, Laclede Gas Company filed an application asking the
Commission to grant a one-time variance from its tariff to allow the company to make an
accelerated reduction to its monthly Budget Billing Plan to reflect the reduction in natural
gas prices that has occurred since it established customer budget billing amounts in July of
2008. Laclede asked the Commission to approve its requested variance by October 28, so
the reduced budget billing amounts could be included in the company’s first November
billing cycle, which begins on November 4.

Because of Laclede’s request for expedited consideration, the Commission directed
its Staff to file a recommendation regarding Laclede’s application by October 22, and
allowed other parties until that date to file a response. Staff filed a recommendation on
October 22, advising the Commission to approve Laclede application. No other party filed
a response.

Laclede’s tariff allows the company to review and adjust customer budget billing

amounts in January and July of each year. In July of 2008, Laclede established customer



budget billing amounts that anticipated higher natural gas costs than have actually been
experienced. As a result, those budget billing amounts are higher than Laclede needs to
recover the reduced gas costs. By allowing the company to reduce the budget billing
amounts now, rather than waiting until January, Laclede’s requested variance would lower
customer bills at the beginning of the winter heating season, benefiting those customers.

Laclede’s application for variance is reasonable and the Commission will grant the
requested variance.

THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT:

1. Laclede Gas Company is granted a one-time variance from its budget billing
plan tariff provision (P.S.C. Mo No. 5 Consolidated, Original Sheet No. R-39) to allow it to
make appropriate adjustments to customer budget billing amounts to be effective for the
company’s first November billing cycle, beginning on November 4, 2008.

2. This order shall become effective on October 28, 2008.

BY THE COMMISSION

Colleen M. Dale
Secretary

(SEAL)

Davis, Chm., Murray, Clayton, Jarrett,
and Gunn, CC., concur.

Woodruff, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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