
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Application of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a
)
    

Aquila Networks – MPS for a Waiver from the 
 
)
    

Application of Certain Tariff Language Regarding
)
   Case No. GE-2004-0528    

Refunds

)
 


ORDER ESTABLISHING TIME FOR FILING RECOMMENDATIONS 

On April 13, 2004, Aquila Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS filed an application for waiver of certain provisions of its tariffs.  MPS’ application explained that it has recently received Kansas ad Valorem tax refunds of $1,667,110 from Southern Star Central Pipeline and $215,122 from Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company.  MPS wants to pass those refunds on to its customers in proportion to their usage of gas during the overcharge period of 1983-1988.  MPS explains that most of its customers that took Large Volume sales service in 1983-1988 have moved off those rate schedules and are now transportation customers.  Under MPS’ tariffs, transportation customers would not share in these refunds.   MPS proposes that the Commission grant it a waiver so that current transportation customers may share in the refund by establishing proof that they were sales customers in 1983-1988. 

MPS included a motion for expedited treatment along with its application for waiver. The motion for expedited treatment indicates that MPS wants to pass the refunds to its customers as soon as possible.  It also indicates that absent a waiver the refunds to customers would be spread out over a twelve-month period beginning in mid-November 2004.  MPS’ motion also requests that the Commission’s order approving the application become effective no later than May 1, 2004.  The motion does not, however, explain why the May 1 date has any significance, nor does it explain why the Commission should act on the application so quickly.  The Commission will consider the application expeditiously, but it may not be able to issue an order effective by May 1.    

So that it can consider MPS’ application expeditiously, the Commission will direct its Staff and other interested parties to file recommendations by April 26.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the Commission’s Staff shall file its recommendation regarding Aquila Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS’ Application for Waiver no later than April 26, 2004.

2.
That any other party that wishes to file a recommendation regarding Aquila Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS’ Application for Waiver shall do so not later than April 26, 2004.


3.
That this order shall become effective on April 19, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 19th day of April, 2004.
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