BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Carl G. Hepp,





)








)





Complainant,

)








)  Case No. GC-2004-0240

v.





)








)

Laclede Gas Company



)








)





Respondent.

)

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY’S MOTION TO EXTEND TIME

 FOR FILING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”), and files its Motion to Extend Time for Filing Procedural Schedule, and in support thereof states as follows:

1. On April 7, 2004, the Commission issued an Order Setting Prehearing Conference and requiring Filing of Procedural Schedule.  The Order set a prehearing conference on April 14, 2004, and required the filing of a procedural schedule by April 21, 2004.

2. The parties engaged in settlement discussions at the prehearing conference.  Following the prehearing conference, the parties continued discussions and appeared to reach an agreement in principle resolving all issues raised in the Complaint.  However, subsequent correspondence between the parties indicates a misunderstanding regarding the terms of settlement.    

3. Laclede believes that it would be productive to continue working toward a settlement. Laclede therefore requests an extension of the date set for filing the procedural schedule while the parties continue to pursue settlement communications.  If a settlement is completed, the case will be dismissed, rendering a procedural schedule unnecessary.  However, if settlement efforts prove unsuccessful, Laclede proposes that a procedural schedule be filed by May 26, 2004.

4. Laclede has communicated with all of the parties to this case, including Complainant, Staff and Public Counsel, and none of the parties object to the extension sought herein. 

WHEREFORE, Laclede respectfully requests that the date set for the filing of a procedural schedule be extended until May 26, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Rick Zucker










Rick Zucker


Assistant General Counsel

Laclede Gas Company







720 Olive Street, Room 1524







St. Louis, MO 63101







(314) 342-0533 Phone







(314) 421-1979 Fax

rzucker@lacledegas.com

Certificate of Service


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion was served on the Complainant, on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and on the Office of Public Counsel, on this 5th day of May, 2004 by regular mail, hand-delivery, email or facsimile.


/s/ Rick Zucker
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