BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the verified application
)

and petition of Laclede Gas Company for  
)
Case No. GO-2004-0443 establishment of an infrastructure 
)
Tariff No. YG-2004-1028

system replacement surcharge
)

MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT AND APPROVAL OF TARIFF

ON LESS THAN 30 DAYS NOTICE FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN


COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”), pursuant to Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(16) and Section 393.140(11) RSMo 2000, and for its Motion for Expedited Treatment and Approval of Tariff on Less than 30 Days Notice, states as follows:

1.
On March 1, 2004, Laclede filed an application with the Missouri Public Service Commission pursuant to sections 393.1009, 393.1012, and 393.1015, RSMo  requesting that the Commission authorize it to establish an Infrastructure System Replacement Surcharge (“ISRS”). Laclede also filed a proposed tariff sheet on the same date to implement the ISRS.

2.
On May 27, 2004, the Staff and Laclede filed an unopposed Stipulation and Agreement and specimen tariff sheet that is designed to resolve all issues in this case.  As part of the Stipulation and Agreement, Laclede requested that the Commission permit such tariff sheet to become effective for service rendered on or after June 10, 2004 since Laclede believed that time was of the essence given the financial considerations underlying the Stipulation and Agreement.  The Stipulation and Agreement noted that no party objected to Laclede’s request and that, for the Commission’s convenience, a tariff identical in form to the specimen tariff sheet would be filed for concurrent consideration by the Commission.

3. To that end, Laclede has filed on this date Second Revised Sheet No. 12 –a tariff sheet that is identical in form to the one attached to the Stipulation and Agreement (the “Revised Tariff Sheet”).  Laclede requests that the Commission permit the Revised Tariff Sheet to become effective by June 10, 2004.  Consistent with 4 CSR 240-2.080(16), Laclede submits that there is good cause to permit the Revised Tariff Sheet to become effective by June 10, 2004.  Specifically, such action is consistent with Laclede’s request in the Stipulation and Agreement that such tariff become effective for service on and after June 10, 2004 -- a result that was an important consideration underlying Laclede’s decision and ability to enter into the Stipulation and Agreement.  Accordingly,  with approval of the Stipulation and Agreement, Laclede submits that there would be good cause for permitting this key element to be realized by permitting the Revised Tariff Sheet to become effective by June 10, 2004. 

4. Laclede filed the Revised Tariff Sheet as soon as possible after the Stipulation and Agreement in this case was finalized.  Since the Revised Tariff Sheet would simply implement the terms of the non-contested Stipulation and Agreement, no party would be harmed by the Commission granting this request for expedited treatment.

5. For purposes of conforming the Table of Contents in Laclede’s tariff, Laclede requests that the Commission also approve, effective June 10, 2004, Seventh Revised Tariff Sheet 1-a, as filed by the Company in connection with its ISRS application on March 1, 2004. 

6. 
Counsel for the Staff of the Public Service Commission, the Office of the Public Counsel, the Missouri Energy Group and the Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers have advised the undersigned that they do not object to the relief requested herein.


Wherefore, for the foregoing reasons, Laclede Gas Company respectfully requests that the Commission issue its Order approving the Revised Tariff Sheet to be effective on June 10, 2004, in the event that the Commission approves the Stipulation and Agreement in this case.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Michael C.Pendergast________________
Michael C. Pendergast, MB No. 31763

Vice President and Associate General Counsel

Laclede Gas Company

720 Olive Street

Room 1520

St. Louis, MO 63101

(314) 342-0532

(314) 421-1979 (Fax)

mpendergast@lacledegas.com
Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail to all counsel of record this 27th day of May, 2004.


Michael C. Pendergast___________
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