
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Application of Southern 
)

Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy 
)


for Authority to Acquire Directly of Indirectly, 
)

Up to and Including One Hundred Percent 
)

(100%) of the Equity Interests of Panhandle 
)
Case No. GM-2003-0238
Eastern Pipeline Company, Including its  
)

Subsidiaries, and to Take All Other Actions  
)

Reasonably Necessary to Effectuate Said 
)

Transaction
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING OF RECOMMENDATION  

On January 13, 2003, Southern Union Company filed an application for authority to purchase the equity interests of Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company, including its subsidiaries.  Along with its application, Southern Union filed a motion requesting that the Commission expedite its consideration of the application so that it might approve the application in time to permit Southern Union to close the transaction before the end of the first quarter of 2003.  Southern Union indicates that it hopes to close the transaction in mid-February.  Southern Union further indicates that if the transaction is not closed by the end of March, it will be required to pay the seller $100,000 per day in April, $200,000 per day in May, and $300,000 per day thereafter.  In order to permit it to comply with these time requirements, Southern Union requests that the Commission issue its order approving the application no later than February 12, 2003.    

If the Commission is to act on Southern Union’s application in time to issue an order by February 12, it will need to act no later than its February 11 agenda meeting.  In order to act that quickly the Commission must have a prompt recommendation from its Staff and other interested parties.  The Commission will direct its Staff to quickly file a recommendation.  Other parties that wish to file a recommendation must do so by the date established for the filing of Staff’s recommendation.  If, despite due diligence, Staff is unable to file a recommendation by the ordered date, it shall instead file a pleading indicating why it is unable to file a recommendation and indicating when it will be able to do so.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That not later than February 3, 2003, the Staff of the Commission shall file a recommendation regarding Southern Union Company’s application for authority to acquire Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company.

2.
That any other party that wishes to file a recommendation regarding Southern Union Company’s application for authority to acquire Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company must do so not later than February 3, 2003.

3.
That this order shall become effective on January 25, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 15th day of January, 2003.
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