BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Southern 
)

Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy 
)


for Authority to Acquire Directly or Indirectly, 
)

Up to and Including One Hundred Percent 
)

(100%) of the Equity Interests of Panhandle 
)
Case No. GM-2003-0238
Eastern Pipeline Company, Including its  
)

Subsidiaries, and to Take All Other Actions  
)

Reasonably Necessary to Effectuate Said 
)

Transaction
)

ORDER ESTABLISHING PROTECTIVE ORDER

On January 13, 2003, Southern Union Company filed a motion asking for a protective order.  In its motion, Southern Union indicates that it seeks to protect the confidentiality of the stock purchase agreement and certain financial statements that it has filed along with its application for authority to purchase the equity interests of Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company. 

Upon review of Southern Union’s motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and that the request for a protective order is reasonable. The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, a protective order should be established.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That the Motion for Issuance of a Protective Order filed by Southern Union Company is granted and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) is adopted.

2.
That this order shall become effective on January 16, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 16th day of January, 2003.
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