BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the verified application of Laclede
)

Gas Company for an order establishing replacement
)


requirements for the final phase of its unprotected
)
Case No. GO-2003-0506

steel main replacement program previously approved
)

pursuant to Rule 4 CSR 240-40.030(15(E).

)

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S

RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and for its response to the Commission’s November 19, 2003 Order Directing Filing outlining Public Counsel’s position regarding Laclede’s application for an order establishing replacement requirements for the final phase of its unprotected steel main replacement program previously approved pursuant to Rule 4 CSR 240-40.030(15)(E) states as follows:


1.
Public Counsel has not taken a position in support of or in opposition to Laclede’s request in the above-referenced proceeding.  Section 386.710(3) RSMo. 2000 gives Public Counsel the discretion to represent or refrain from representing the public in any proceeding.  In exercising that discretion Public Counsel is required to consider the importance and the extent of the public interest involved and whether that interest would be adequately represented without Public Counsel’s action.


2.
After considering the importance of Laclede’s application vis-à-vis other pending matters Public Counsel chose not to take a position in this proceeding.  This choice was based upon three factors: 1) the Office of the Public Counsel has limited resources; 2) the Office of the Public Counsel does not have any gas safety engineers on staff and 3) the Public Service Commission has an entire department of gas safety engineering professionals whose sole duty is to ensure the safety and integrity of the distribution systems of regulated local distribution companies (LDCs) such as Laclede Gas Company, and compliance with this Commission gas safety rules.


3.
Public Counsel has reviewed both Laclede’s application and the Commission gas safety Staff recommendation.  Neither of these items raised a red flag.  Public Counsel does reserve the right to fully participate in any hearings related to this matter.
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