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Staff's Recommendation In Support 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its recommendation states:


1.  On October 8, 2002 several members (Applicants) of the Missouri Association of Natural Gas Operators (MANGO) filed an Application for Permanent Waiver of Compliance requesting a waiver from the corresponding provisions of 4 CSR 240-40.030(9)(Q) and 49 CFR §192.481 that require pipelines exposed to the atmosphere to be reevaluated at intervals not exceeding three years.


2.  On November 26, 2002 the Applicants filed a Motion for Leave to Amend Application to amend the list of Applicants.  On December 10,2002 the Applicants filed a Second Motion for Leave to Amend Application and Withdrawal of First Motion for Leave to add further to the list of Applicants and attached the Second Amended Application for Permanent Waiver of Compliance (Application).   The Order Directing Filing issued by the Commission on December 10, 2002 allowed the Applicants to amend their Application.

3.  In accord with the Commission’s December 10, 2002 Order Directing Filing, the Staff is submitting its recommendation in this case.  Staff’s Memorandum is attached as Appendix A.

4.  Staff’s review of the Application for waiver involves a minor change that would match the required interval for atmospheric corrosion reevaluations of service lines with the Commission’s interval for service line leak surveys that are required under 4 CSR 240-40.030(13)(M) 2.B.  The change in the required interval for atmospheric corrosion reevaluations of service lines from “not exceeding three years” to “not exceeding thirty-nine (39) months, but at least once each third calendar year” is requested by Applicants to allow additional scheduling flexibility while only increasing the maximum interval by up to three months.

Staff's Recommendation

5.  Based on the reasons contained in the attached Memorandum (Exhibit A) and as provided for in 49 USC §60118(d), Staff recommends that Applicants be allowed to conduct atmospheric reevaluations of service lines at an alternative maximum interval “not exceeding thirty-nine (39) months, but at least once each third calendar year”.   Staff asserts that such a waiver is not inconsistent with gas pipeline safety in accordance with 49 USC §60118(d). 


6.  The Staff recommends that the waiver effective date be set seventy-five (75) days from the date the order issues.   Seventy-five (75) days allows for the sixty (60) days required for review by the U.S. Department of Transportation Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) and for sufficient processing and mail time.


7.  Staff further recommends that written notice sent to the Secretary of Transportation as required in 49 USC §60118(d): 

1) Be sent overnight express as recommended by RSPA;

2) Contain the amended Application (filed December 10,2002), the Staff Memorandum, and the Commission Order; and,

3) Be addressed to Stacey L. Gerard, Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety; U.S. Department of Transportation – RSPA/Office of Pipeline Safety; 400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 7128; Washington, DC 20590.


WHEREFORE Staff recommends that the Commission approve the request for waiver sought by Applicants.
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