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tells­

sf-chronicle-he-will-bankrupt-coal-industry) 

regarding the audio of Barack Obama telling the San 

Francisco Chronicle he will bankrupt the coal 

industry has already elicited the response of : 

"unbelievable" (http://www.wvrecord.com 

/news/2 1 56 79-coal-official-calls-obama-comments-

unbelievable) from a West Virginia coal official. 

Governor Palin included the issue 

(http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2008/1 1 

/02/politics/fromtheroad/entry4564043.shtml) in a 

speech at a rally in Ohio today as well. 

During Obama's January 2008 talk with the San 

Francisco Chronicle, he also mentions how 

electricity rates would "skyrocket" (H/T to Hot Air's 

Ed Morrisey for focusing in on this 

(http://hotair.com/archives/2008/1 1 /02/obama-

i 11-ma ke-energy-pri ce s-skyrocket/) )(my em ph as is 

added:) 
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The problem is not technical, and the 

problem is not sufficient mastery of the 

legislat ive intricacies of Washington. 

The problem is can you get the American 

people to say this is really important and 

force their representatives to do the right 

thing? That requires mobilizing a citizenry. 

That requires them understanding what is at 

stake, and climate change is a great 

example. 

When I was asked earlier about the issue of 

coal. .. under my plan of a cap and trade 

system, electricity rates would necessarily 

skyrocket ... even regardless of what I say 

about whether coal is good or bad, because 

I'm capping greenhouse gasses, coal 

power plants, natural gas ... you name 

it ... whatever the plants were, whatever the 

industry was, they would have to retro-fit 

their operations. 

That will cost money ... they will pass that 

money on to the consumers. You can 

already see what the arguments are going 

to be during the general election. People will 

say Obama and AI Gore ... these 

folks ... they're going to destroy the 

economy. 

This is going to cost us 8 trillion dollars or 

whatever their number is. If you can't 

persuade the American people that, yes, 

there is going to be some increase on 

electricity rates on the front end, but that 
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combinations of more efficient energy 

usage and changing light bulbs and more 

efficient appliances, but also technology 

improving how we can produce clean 

energy that the economy will benef it. 

If we can't make that argument persuasively 

enough, you can be Lyndon Johnson. You 

can be the master of Washington. You're 

not gonna get that done. 

Given how long the media buried this story, it is 

apparent Obama was not confident the American 

people were willing to buy into higher energy prices 

for his green agenda. 
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